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GREAT VITAL PORCE OF LENINIGM 
Moscow KOMMUNTST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 3-17 


[Report by B. N. Ponomarev at the 21 April 1960 ceremony in Moscow on the 
occasion of the 110th anniversary of V. 1. Lenin's birthday) 


(Text) Comrades! Today our party, the Soviet people and the communist and 
liberation movements are celebrating the 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's 
birth. 


These days words of profound respect and love for V. I. Lenin may be heard 
in all corners of the world. This date is particularly extensively cele- 
brated by the members of the socialist comity, which on the basis of 
Leniniem are bu'iding . new life and are successfully continuing to embody 
Lenin's ideas in the practice of social and intergovernmental relations. 


Again and again communists and working people of all countries are turning 
their eves and thoughts to Lenin, to his theory and practice, to the great 
accomplishments of his genius as a revolutionary fighter, thinker and 
government leader. 


No one on earth has ever done so much for the people, for the working 
people, as Lenin. K. Marx and F. Engele turned socialien from utopia into 
science. Lenin embodied the theory of socialies in life. Marx and Engels 
theoretically substantiated the universal-historical role of the working 
class. Lenin brought the working class to power, founded the state of 
workers and peasants, and left as his legacy to the working people of the 
country socialiem and the ecience of its construction. On the basis of new 
international experience, V. I. Lenin enriched Marxism with great ideas and 
summations. He provided the only victorious theoretical guidance for the 
revolutionary struggle of the working class. 


The communist party created by Lenin became 4 powe ‘ful revolutionary- 
transforming force. It headed the great socialist revolution which opened 
to the peoples of Russia ao”, subsequentiy, to all mankind the path to 
freedom, peace and socialisn. 





Lefin had such af impect Of the course of history that any attempt to 
ignore Leniniem, localize ite role of limit it to the past, appear histori- 
cally pitiful, politically reactionary and doomed to defeat. 


in our century hundreds of various socia. theories have come to Light. 

Some disappeared unnoticed, while othere had a short life. They were 
refuted by reality. A characteristic feature of Marxiem-Leniniem is the 
fact that in the course of time, now over 4 substantial historical span, it 
is experiencing an ever more convincing confirmation and extereive dissemi- 
nation. The increased number of its supporters and ite implementation in 
social practice by more and more countries convincingly prove the universal 
significance and rightness of scientific communiem! Today there is no more 
or less knowledgeable person on earth unfamiliar with Lenin's name. He is 
tread and hie works are studied by hundreds of millions of people. 


At each new historical stage Lenin's doctrine reveals ever more completely 
ite wealth, proves ite rightness and depth, encourages creativity and 
action, and gives faich in the inevitable victory of socialiem. It is a 
living, alwaye developing and effective doctrine. All CPSU activities 
related to the building of real socialiem are a clear manifestation of the 
creative development of Leniniem by our party. 


"The present and the future of mankind would be inconceivable without Lenin 
and Leniniem,” Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has said. “The light of Lenin's 
ideas illuminate the path of mankind leading forward to new victories, new 
historical accomplishments, total elimination of exploitation and oppres- 
sion, and universal triumph of socialism" ("Leninskim Kursom" [The Leninist 
Course}, Vol 2, Moscow, 1973, p 548). 


Leniniem yesterday was the victory of the October Revolution and the 
building of the first socialist society, a powerful call for freedom and 
social justice which called hundreds of millions of people to struggle. 


Leninism today is real socialism, embodied by the socialist comity. It is 
the powerful communist and liberation aovements. It is the elimination of 
colonial rule and the creation of new independent and autonomous states. 
It is the radical change in the ratio of forces in : vor of socialism and 
peace and the possibility to exclude war from the 1 e of mankinc. 


Leniniss tomorrow is the communist society in our country and the triumph 
of socialism in many other countries, and new victories for the forces of 
social and national liberation. it is the important successes in the 
struggle for a lasting and just peace and friendship among all nations. 


I. Developed Socialism Is the Triumph of Lenin's Ideas 


Comrades! Celebrating the 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth, we 
honor hia as the great architect of the new social system. With striking 
depth he discovered and substantiated the constructive tasks of the 














revolution, te developed 4 brilliant plan for the secialist reorganization 
of our country and assumed direct leadership over the building of the firat 
socialiet atate on earth. Wise ideas and practical activities covered all 
aspectea of the building of the new world--economics, politics, ‘e role of 
the party as the leading force of soctety, legislation and the state 
apparatus, problems of administration, defense, ecience, culture and the 
arte, the work of the mase organisations and norms of morality. 


implementing Lenin's behests, our party and people have covered a4 tremen- 
douse distance. Soectaliem won great historical victories. Lenin's ideas of 
the industrialisation of the country and the collectivization of agricul- 
ture, and of the solution of the national problem and the cultural revolu- 
tion have long becom reality. We can claim with full justification that 
the party and the people boldly implemented what Lenin dreamed about and 
planned. A developed socialist society has been built. An unparalleled 
new historical community hae appeared in the world-<the m ltinational 
Soviet people. 


However, all activities of the genius of revolutionary thought and revolu- 
tionary action are etill useful to ua and to socialiem and will be useful 
tomorrow in the area of the base-<-in the area of the economy--and in the 
superstructure--in politics and ideology. 


Our party's tremendous constructive work is guided by the Central Comnit- 
tee, headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, the outstanding Leninist-type 
leader, and firm fighter for the blossoming the socialist homeland and for 
communiem (lengthy applause). The party and ite Central Committee are 
systematically resolving the problems of the all-round progress of our 
society raised by Life. 


This is vividly confirmed by the historical Central Committee decrees 
passed last year and at the November 1979 CC CPSU Plenum. The CC CPSU 
decree “On Improving Purther the Economic Mechaniem and the Tasks of the 
Party and State Organs,” and the CC CPSU and USSR Council of Ministers 
cecree “On Improving Planning and Strengthening the Influence of the 
Economic Mechanism on Increasing Production Effectiveness and Work Quality" 
are major steps in the implementation of the party's economic strategy 
formulated at the 24th and 25th congresses. They are imbued with a truly 
innovational spirit, daring and broad in a Leninist way, and with a broad, 
yet scientifically substantiated approach to the solution of ripe problem. 
They call for improvements in planning and economic management methods, and 
for intensifying the role of the State Plan, while at the same time 
broadening the democratic principles and rights of the labor collectives. 


A firm course is being followed in the development of the industrial 
foundations of agriculture, which, in Lenin's words. is the main prerequi- 
site for the “tremendous increase in the productivity of farming and, in 
general, of agricultural labor... ("Poln. Sobr. Soch.” [Complete 
Collected Works], Vol 41, p 179). At the presen* stage the party's Lenin- 
ist agrarian policy has been vivid.y manifested in the decisions of the 
July 1978 °C CPSU Plenum. 














The CC CPS! decree “On Improving Purther Ideological and Political- 
Educational Work" te a clear confirmation of the party's work in ideo.ogy. 
it is 4 long-term program for the upbringing of the Soviet people in a 
apirit of high tdea=-mindedness, and ‘oyalty to the homeland and to the idea 
of communiem. The Central Committee decree and, subsequently, the all- 
union conference held on its basis, became maior events in all ideological- 
political life. Their purpose is to improve the party's ideological 
activities in accordance with the contemporary stage of development of 
Soviet society, ‘he gradual transition to cowmuniem and the confrontation 
between the two world systems, 


L. I. Breghnev's trilogy represents t)e« embodiment of Leninist traditions 
in ideological-political work. "Malaya Zemlya," "Vosrozhdeniye" [Rebirth], 
"Teelina” [Virgin Land] and other works by Leonid Tl'ich have been pub- 
lished in many countries throughout the world. Expressing the feeling of 
love and gratitude felt by the people's masses, the USSR Committee for 
Lenin and State Prizes presented Comrade L. I. Brezhnev with a deserved 
award (lengthy applause). 


It is on the basis of Lenin's behests that the party is resolving the 
central problems of contemporary development. Let us consider the most 
important lines of ite work at the present stage. 


First. Formulating a constructive program fo. the revolution, V. I. Lenin 
raised in its full dimension a new task for che working clase: that of 
managing the state and material production, and steadily improving manage- 
ment in the course of economic expansion. 


Economic management was, and remains, the basic trend in the CPSU reorgani- 
zational activities. According to Lenin this is the main, the most 
interesting and, as historical experience has confirmed, a rather complex 


policy. 


The socialist economy must develop on the basis of a single scientifically 
substantiated state plan. The famous COELRO Plan was the first embodiment 
of this idea. Whenever we recall it we are amazed by its ecale and far- 
sightedness. 


Lenin's plan was for “hundreds of millions of people to be guided by a 
single plan..." (Lenin, op cit Vol 36, p 7). The party implemented 
this idea. Our economy is the greatest economic complex, unified, and 
interrelated in all its parts. 


Creating conditions for upgrading the living standards of the people, the 
successes achieved in the development of the Soviet economy must resolve 
another historical problem: to insure the victory in the peaceful competi- 
tion with the capitalist system in the economic field, bearing in mind that 
this competition is a reality which will cover a iengthy historical period. 
The 25th CPSU Congress called for waking economic management consistent 

















with the requirements of the developed socialiat society, The CC CPSU 
decree on improving the economic mechaniem stipulates an entire system of 
epecific measures whose implementation will constitute tremendous progress. 


The need to learn efficient and effective economic management is a perma- 
nent requirement. In the course of rising along the etepe of economic and 
social progress it arises again and again, each time on a higher level. 


What does skillful economic management mean today? ‘The party hae answered 
the question clearly: 


It means an orientation toward the utilization of intensive quality factors 
ef economic growth and achieving high national economic end results; 


it means to work with perspective, properly combining current with long- 
term objectives, taking immediate as well as long-term consequences of 
d.cisions made, mastering modem management, planning and forecasting 
methods, and decisively eliminacing conservatism and the power of inertia; 


It means awareness of the indivisible link between economic problems and 
social and ideological processes, and their comprehensive solution; 


it means adamantly upgrading the level o. organization and observing state 
and planning discipline at all sectors and levele. Today Lenin's slogan of 
mastering the science and art of management determines one of the main 
directiors in the activities of party, state and planning-economic organs 
and social organizations. 


Second. V. Ii. Lenin's substantiated principle for combining the power of 
the working people with the most advanced technical base and the need to 
use the achievements of science and technology in upgrading Labor produc- 
tivity and insuring the victory of the new socizl system. Everything 
valuable acquired by human civilization must be used. "We must use all 
science, technology, knowledge and art,” Lenin said. “Without this we will 
not be able to build a communist society” (Lenin, op cit, Vol 38, p 55). 


Socialist society proved ite superiority over capitalism by the very fact 
that it is free from the ulcers and vices which are inevitable companions 
of the bourgeois system based on private ownership and the exploitation of 
man by man. it has eiiminated crises and unewployment from the life of 
society. Socialism proved its superiority in the pace of economic growth 
and the level of output of many most important types of industrial commod- 
ities. It is « fact that for decades the socialist economy has been devel- 
oping along an ascending line. The Soviet Union holds a leading position 
in the world in the production of steel, petroleur, coal, coke, iron ore, 
cast iron, chemical fertilizers, diesel and electric locomotives, cement, 
timber, woolen fabrics, leather shoes, refrigerators and some other com- 
modities. The socialist system has everything necessary to resolve the 
problem posed by Lenin: outstripping capitalism in quality indicators as 
well, including the level of social labor productivity. 








The 24th CPSU Congress called for organically combining the achievements of 
the scientific and technical revolution with the advantages of the social- 
ist economic system. Last year's CC CPSU and USSR Council of Ministers 
decree ascribes a particular place to the Comprehensive Program for Scien=- 
tific and Technical Progress in the USSR, covering a 20-year span. Ite 
systematic implementation will insure the fuller satisfaction of the 
growing material and spiritual needs of the working people and the steady 
growth of the people's prosperity. 


The scientific and technical revolution is « global internacional process. 
Drawing from this rich river the beet features of scientific thinking and 
experience in production organization, we must, above ali, do everything 
necessary to insure domestic scientific and technical progress and improve 
the waye and means of production organization created by socialisn. 


Third. V. I. Lenin included among the main constructive taske of the 
revolucion the shaping of conscious labor discipline and tie development of 
a communist attitude toward labor. He cautioned that the development of 
such discipline is a “lengthy process," related to surmounting the most 
difficult legacy of centuries of coercive forced labor. 


Lenin ascribed to socialist competition the main role in bringing to light 
the possibilities for voluntary labor ("working for oneself," in his 
expression), and stimulating the labor enthusiasm and initiative of the 
masses. Lenin's idea lives today in the movement for communist labor in- 
volving the participation of millions of working people, and displaying 
models of high production standards and effectiveness. The experience of 
leading production workers confirms the tremendous possibilities and 
reserves available to us. 


The communist subbotniks in honor of V. I. Lenin's birthday. the earnings 
from which go to health care have become an outstanding tradition. This 
year they will total over one billion rubles. 


On the eve of the 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth, on the initia- 
tive of the Moscow and Leningrad labor collectives, extensive competition 
developed for the implementation of the five-year plans by 22 April 1980. 
Production innovators, millions of working people, confirmed their loyalty 
to Lenin's doctrine and to socialism not only in words but in actions, 
fulfilling their promises. On behalf of the CPSU Central Committee, allow 
me to congratulate all participants in the Leninist shock watch and wish 
that the standards reached within that period become the starting point for 
further progress in accordance with the established possibilities 
(applause). 


We must do a great deal more in the field of upgrading labor discipline and 
improving the organization of labor. In this case Lenin's principle of 
combining the interests of society, the labor collective and the individual 
worker are of tremendous importance. 











Fourth. V. L. Lenin Linked the solution of the constructive taske of the 
revolution with the development of socialist democracy. He saw in the 
higher, Soviet=type democracy the inexhaustible source of strength of the 
new system, The party ia steadily relying on thie. Concerned with 
atrengthening the centralized principle, it proceeds from the fact that in 
both politics and economics we need democratic centraliem, which offere 
broad scope to initiative from below. 


The new USSR constitution was a major step in the development of the Soviet 
etate. It not only guarantees the level reached in the field of democracy 
but calis for the further expansion of socialist democracy: the ever- 
broader participation of the citizens in the administration o! governmental 
and social affairs; improving the state apparatus; upgrading the cole of 
the soviets of people's deputies; enhancing the activity of social organi- 
zations; intensifying people's control; strengthening the legal foundations 
of state and social life; and constant consideration of public opiaton. 


A total of 2,275,000 people's deputies were elected to the local soviets at 
the recent election for supreme soviets of union and autonomous republics; 
57 percent of them were nonparty and 43 percent were party members; their 
social breakdown was as follows: 43 percent workers and 25 percent kolkhoz 
members. This is a splendid illustration of the nature of our democracy. 


In the course of the elections an impressive canvas was painted showing the 
historical successes of our country. The addresses by leaders and local 
workers and rank-and-‘ile Soviet voters depicted these achievements, 
particularly those of recent decades. The Soviet people spoke with a 
feeling of legitimate pride of the way, with every passing year, our 
socialist homeland is becoming ever more beautiful and more powerful. At 
the same time, shortcomings were exposed. Unresolved problems were openly 
mentioned and plans for further progress were earmarked. 


Fifth. The main purpose of the building of socialism and communism is, 
according to V. I. Lenin, subordinating social production to the task of 
upgrading the prosperity of the people and insuring the ever fuller satis- 
faction of the material and spiritual needs of the working people. 


Today we can say that our country has long and far outstripped capitalism 
in factually guaranteeing the citizens’ basic rights and freedoms, such as 
the right to work, to education, recreation, health care, protection of 
motherhood and childhood, and old-age security. We have the right to 
housing, unheard of in the capitalist world. Today the USSR is building 
more residential units than any other countrv. Every day 5,500 apartment 
units are completed and granted free of charge to Soviet citizens. Over 
the last decade about 22 million new housing unit: were completed and 109 
million people were able to improve their housing conditions. 


The entire socialist program formulated by the party is imbued with Lenin- 
ist concern for the people. It is being systematically implemented. In 











the past 20 years alone real per capita income rose by almost one-half; 
social consumption-funds benefits rose by e factor of 1.6. 


Lenin was at the origins of the cultural revolution which brought about @ 
real change in the country's spiritual life. Thies enabled the Soviet state 
to become one of the most progressive in terme of the level of public 
education. The fact that ovi people attained the highest levele of univer- 
eal culture is yet another socialist accomplishment and yet another area ‘n 
which it has forever left capitaliem far behind 


The alliance between culture and labor has been strengthened in the social- 
ist society. It finds its profound manifestation in the nati: nal nature of 
culture iteelf and in the creative contribution which the men ot literature 
and the arte are making to building a communist society and raising a per- 
son whose life stance is to measure himself against Lenin and learn from 
Lenin. 


Comrades! The leading activities of communist party remain the prerequi- 
site for all our successes. In a Leninist manner, it bolding raises 
problems of commnist construction and mooilizes the people for their 
implementation. 


The communist party is a model of Leninist attitude of duty to the people 
and of serving the people. All its activities are imbued with the Leninist 
style which presumes a scientific approach to social processes, high 
exactingness toward oneself and others, and intolerance toward manifesta- 
tions of hureaucracy and formalism. 


The Leninist style of management also includes the frank discussion of 
vital problems and difficulties and the determination of their reasons. 
Clear illustrations of this style were the November 1979 CC CPSU Plenum, 
and the profound and frank address delivered at the plenum by Comrade 

L. I. Brezhnev, CC CPSU general secretary and USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium 
chairman, an address of durable and principled significance. 


The party is always developing criticism and self-criticism. Proper reac- 
tion to criticism is an indicator of the political maturity of cadres and 
organizations. The party considers inadmissible attempts to suppress 
criticisa. 


The Leninist behest on work with the letters of the working people is 
steadfastly followed. The CPSU Central Committee emphasizes that this is 
an important means for strengthening ties with the population and as a 
source of information. 


In the field of political-educational work constant attention is paid to 
the study of V. I. Lenin's works in close connection with the practice of 
the building of communism. The CC CPSU decree on the 110th anniversary of 
V. I. Lenin's birth provides a broad program for the further study of 

















Lehiniem® ahd ite \eplementetion, The open Barty @eetings held by the party 
organi¢ations on the topic of “Let Ve Live, Work end Struggle ir 4 Lenin=- 
ist, « Communist Fashion,” was an important new method for mastering 
Lenin's legacy, They contributed to etrengthening the ties between ideo- 
logieai work and life, They upgraded even further the combat capability of 
the primary party organisations and rallied the working people gore firmly 
around the CPAL, 





The compuniet party reached the 110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth 
full of etrength and energy, and enriched with sew experience, Today it 
rallies over 1) aillien @embers, Guiding all revelutionary-transforming 
activities of the Seviet people, and confidentiy charting the course of our 
country in complex international circumstances, the CPSU sacredly follows 
the basic Leniniet behest of protecting and etrengthening the unity within 
ite ranke, the unity between party and people, the unbreakable alliance 
among the working clase, the peasantry and the intelligenteia, and the 
fraternal (riendsh'p among 411 mations and nationalities in the country. 

L. |. Breghnev's statement in hie speech was noteworthy: “Social unity and 
integrity is 4 unique socialist gain, our priceless, insurmountable 
strength. .. . May our eoemies remember the lessons of history. May they 
know that the unity among the Seviet people is manifested particularly 
strongly precisely when attempte are made to talk to us in the language of 
threate” (1. I, Breghnev, “Our Course Ie That of Peaceful Construction,” 
speech at the 22 Pebruary 1980 meeting with the vocers of Baumanskiy 
Rlectoral District, Moscow, 1980, pp 6-7). The lessons provided by the 
over 69 yeare of history of our society should have long taught ite enemies 
that there ie no foree on earth which could eliminate the great gains of 
the people who have learned what socialism means! (lengthy applause). 


We must work 4 great deal more to reach all the program objectives of the 
CPSU. Gntering the 1980's, the Soviet people are confidently looking into 
the future. Our ideology and socialist way of life are imbued with a 
spirit of historical optimiem. Time works for comunien! 


Il. Leniniem esd World Development 


Comrades! V. I. Lenin's greatest accomplishment ie that he discovered the 
@ain trends and sechaniem of global development in the new historical age 
and brought to light ite basic lawe. In terme of importance, Lenin's work 
“Imperialiem as the Highest Stage of Capitalien,” and some other of his 
worke on the study of global processes are on the same level as Karl Marx’ 
brilliant “Das Kapital.” 


Lenin formulated and substantiated the aoet important idea in the destinies 
of gankind that imperialiem creates world wars, viile socialien brings 
peace to the peoples. The successes and strength of socialiem creates 
conditions which make it poseible to eliminate global ware from the life of 
society through the mifi ation of all anti-war forces. 








The theories of the secialist revolution, the peseibiiicy fer a secialiet 
Victory initially in «4 single eountry, peseefui cOemielenee between the two 
Systems, the role of the national-liberation movement today and the forms 
of revolutionary struggle of the working classe wader contemporary capitei- 
ist conditions are 411 inseparably linked with the Leninist eesesement of 
imperiaiion, Lenin developed these probleme and armed the working people 
with 4 reliable selentifice methed for the study of the deployment of elese 
forees and waye of revolutionary change. 





iven surfounded by imperialiam, the firet socialist state created by 

V. i. Lenin and the Bolehevike already then became the center of inter=- 
hational relations and world progress. Today Safehing by ite side ate 
other etates which constitute the socialist comity, which as Lenin pre- 
dicted is having 4 tremendous impact on global policies. Wherever the ba- 
sic principles of Leniniem are observed there has been success, a strength- 
ening of socialist conditions and steady enhancement of material prosperity 
and cultural living standards of the people. Wherever such principles are 
violated and there is 4 retreat from Leniniem, a8 is the case with China, 
for example, there is stagnation, 4 sovement backwards and the danger of 
losing everything already gained. 


The historical victory of soecialiem in the Soviet Union and, subsequently, 
in the socialist comity, and the revelation of the constructive possibili- 
ties of the socialist system, were key factors in the reorganization of the 
entire world and a @otive force for 411 social progress today. 


Another decisive factor wae the ability of socialism to defend iteelf and 
ite gains from imperialist encroachments. in a few daye the broadest 
possible masses, the Soviet people above ali, will be celebrating the 35th 
anniversary of the great victory over fasciem. The Soviet Union and ite 
great armed forces not only defended the freedom and independence of the 
fatherland in the gost bloody of ali wars, but liberated other nations and 
saved mankind from the threat of fascist enslavement. 


All nations admired the exploite of the Soviet state and expressed to it 
their great gratitude and love. Many .estern heads of state and govern- 
ments proclaimed this loudly. 


One after another U.S. president has expressed hie gratitude to the Soviet 
Armed Forces. “In their struggle against the Nazi invasion the Russian 
army and people are experiencing the asin burden of the preseure” and are 
displaying “incomparable heroiem,” U.S. President Roosevelt said. “The 
ateat exploits of the Red Army in the war in Burope were admired by the 
world over,” Eisenhower stated. Even an anti-Soviet leader such as 
President Truman wrote that, the Soviet Union made 4 “splendid contribution 
to the cause of civilization and freedom,” proving “the ability of a 
freedom-loving and highly courageous people to crush the evil forces of 
barabaries, however powerful they might be.” 
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The thes British prime Sinister eaid that, “Future generations will acknow= 
ledge their debt to the Red Army as unreservedly ae we are... .” 


joday everyone should be reminded of these statements. The present leaders 
of the United States and Great Britain have toteliy neglected the duty they 
mentioned then, Today they have it in for us, not shying from any sacri~- 
legious demageogy. The truth, however, ie that the nature of the Soviet 
Vaion and of the Soviet people, the essence of our party, have not changed 
since, Today, ae then, the Soviet Union ie tighting the forces of ageres- 
sion and defending the cause of eciviligation and freedom. The peoples of 
the worid have the el@ht to ask the gentlemen rulers of the United States 
and Britain: Why are you @isieading? On what grounds are you sounting an 
anti-Soviet campaign and promoting the heating up o! ‘nternational tension 
and the intensification of the threat of war’ The irvereste of the peoples 
demand an end to thie kind of policy, 4 reassertion ef the course of 
detente, and an end to the arms race, 


The 1970's witnessed 4 new considerable progress of the anti-imperialist 
movement in many parte of the world. This imeluded the victory of the 
Vietnamese people and the unification of Vietnam, the etrengthening of the 
people's eyetem in Laos and the elimination of the Pol Pot regime in 
Kampuchea. Ethiopia, Angola and Mosambique freed themselves from the 
chains of imperialiem. Their peoples implemented major social changes and 
are bridgeheads for socialist orientation in Africa. in this respect South 
Yemen is playing an important role. The dictatorial regime in Nicaragua 
was overthrown. The revolution in Afghanistan, the overthrow of the 
monarchy of the shah in Iran and the victory of the Zimbabwe patriots were 
blows struck at imperiaiisn. 


The progress of the world revolutionary process is the result not of the 
notorious “hand of Moscow,” but of the merciless objective laws of social 


development. 


in recent years the communist sovement has noticeably grown and broadened 
its inflwence. The ruling parties of the socialist comity are ite most 
powerful and numerous detachment. They have aseumed total responsibility 
for the fate of their countries and are acting a6 the leading and organie- 
ing foree, confidently leading their countries forward. 


The influence of the communist parties in the nonsocialist part of the 
world hae increased. In 10 yeare their numerical etrength rose by nearly 
1,250,009, toteling teday about 4.5 sillion sembere. Currently there are 
90 communist and workere’ parties which are acting and struggling in the 
world. In Western Burope over $00,000 new members joined the communist 
parties within that period. The sumber of communi:ts has gore than 
dmbled in the North and South America and Africa. The communist parties 
of a number of Asian countries are strengthening their positions. Today 
about 40 @illion people in the nonsocialist countries are voting for the 
COmmunists in parliamentary and sunicipal elections. 
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Ae aiwaye, the iffivence of the Colehiel parties cOneidefabiy Oulstrips 
their increased numerical strength, Teday se single international problea 
Of bast. problem of our time is or could be resolved without the communist 
Rovement . 


Of late the imperialist circles have sounted 4 Massed anticommunist com 
paign. Silanders, threats and attempie (co calumiate the communist leaders, 
discredit communist party policy and stir up Cerroriete against their 
—— are used, Yet, a6 in the past, thie campaign ic doomed to 
ailure. 


Actually, what are the communiste fighting for’ 


The communists are the most consistent and decie.ve fighters for peace and 
against aggressive imperialist policy. They conetantly point out to the 
peoples the origine of the threat of war, the culprite for the ruinous and 
dangerous arms race, and those who provoke and promote silitary conflicts. 
Thus, by leading the people's masses to the struggle, che communists are 
fighting for the ealvation of all mankind from 4 suclear aissile catastro- 


it was precisely the communists who warned mankind on time of the dangers 
of a second world war and called upon the nations to make a single front 
against ite carriere=-the fascists. And it was precisely anti-Sovietisa 
that blinded those who ignored this warning and thie appeal. 


Today, once again, the communists are raising their voice against imperial- 
ist plane and actions which ave intensifying the threat of war. One week 
from now the representatives of Buropean communist parties will meet in 
Paris in order to jointly appeal to the nations to struggle against the 
threat of war. The voice of the communists suet be heard by anyone who is 
truly for peace. 


The communists are the irreconcilable and systematic fighters against the 
domination of monopoly capital, for the liberation of the people from all 
foras of exploitation, for true democracy, which would give the working 
people real rights and freedoms, and for the victory of socialien. 


The communists favor the total uprooting of coloniaiiem and the national 
freedom and equality of all nations. As systematic patriots and inter- 
nationalists, they support the fraternal aliiance of working people of ail 
countries and are against national diecord and racial oppression. 


The upsurge of the global revolutionary forces is occurring in a great 
vatiet~ of forms in circumstances asarked by the growing crisis of the 
imperialist system. As V. I. Lenin predicted, imperialien is leading to 
ever greater monopoly concentration of capital, ever greater merging of 
monopolies with the state, and to their unification with 4 gigantic ex- 
ploiting mechanien. 
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¥. tT. Venin frequentiy emphasised that these new features not only do not 
elig@inate the antasonieme of capitaliem, but on the contrary intensify and 
ageravate them, The capitalist “latest word” is, oo the one hand, the 
developed national state=monopoly systems and, on the other, the “multi- 
national” monepoly “empires,” gigantic cetopuses which exploit net only the 
workers of their own country, but the working people of other states, 


What has thie led to? Hes there appeared, as was proclaimed by bourgeois 
and reformist supporters, a “new” crisie-free capitaliom, a society of 
ufiversal prosperity’ Quite the opposite. The exploiting base of the 
bourgeois system, the oppression and arbitrariness of big capital , and 
monopoly predatoriness and corruption has intensified more than ever 
before, 


These are the roote of the profound reasons for the powerful wave of crisis 
processes which hurled iteelf on capitaliem in the 1970's. We are faced 
with a profound crisis in the economic base of state-monopoly capitalien, 
ite economic policy, the entire etrategy of the imperialist adaptation to 
the ecientific and technical revolution and the struggle between the two 
systems. Some of the moet clear manifestations of thie crisis are the 
unparalleled increase in the cost of living, inflation, the unrestained 
grovth of unemployment and the outburst of terrorien. 


iver gore obviously the capitalist system ie hindering the solution of the 
vital probleme of mankind. As the scientific and technical revolution 
develops, the contradiction between the material possibilities of modern 
production forces, on the one hand, and the increased exploitation of the 
working people, the factual hunger and poverty of many nations, the result 
of imperialiet use of contemporary science and technology, on the other, is 
becoming ever more striking. This is the reason for the intensification of 
the clase struggle in the imperialist countries and for the liberation 
movement of the peoples. 


A crying manifestation of imperialist degradation is the ruinous arms race, 
the tremendous waste of public wealth by the silitary-industrial complex. 
Lenin frequently drew attention to tle dangerous consequences of ailitari- 
gation. “. . . The states with a strengthened silitary apparatus as the 
result of imperialist competition,” he wrote, “have become military 
monsters .. .” (op cit, Vol 33, p 119). Today militariem plays 4 particu- 
lat sinister role in the United States. Plans cali for increasing the 
military budget, which has already reached the astronomical amount of over 
$160 billion per year, to $253 billion in the next five years. The aili- 
tary expenditures of the other NATO members are also being increased tre- 
mendously. 


Today the aggressive nature of imperiaiien is manifested in the following: 


The increased influence of the silitary-industrial complex and the forces 
of silitariem, extreme reaction and anticompuniem on foreign policy; 
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The whi Waited growth of NATO's Mir. itary power afd attempte te set up few 
military=-political stllianees directed against the USSR and the socialist 
comity and all freedom-loving peoples, «roses interference in the course of 
the liberation struggle and Atte@pie to suppfese progressive movements in 
the noneocialist world; 


The aspiration to achieve eilitary superiority ever the secialiset coun- 
tries, start new rounds in the arme face, hinder aad break down disarmament 
talks and attempts to turn Western Europe int: 4 launching ped for the 
qualitatively new U.S. nuclear aissile weapon; 


The expansion and hegemoniem of American imperialism and ite aspiration to 
achieve giobal domination, and to this purpose the establishment of ever 
hew Military sites and bases outside the United States, already numbering 
over 2,500; 


The training of mobile armed forces to carry out the duties of a world 
policeman and invade foreign territories: 


The course of undermining detente and abolishing the “Neleinki spirit”; 


The conversion from isolated ideological diversionary actions to the orge- 
nization of a broad front of “psychological warfare” with a view to a 
inspiring hoetility toward the Soviet people, the ideas .f socialism and 
the national-liberation movement. 


These features have found their fullest embodiment io American imperialisa. 
It is very important for the people's masses to be acquainted with the true 
nature of imperialism and the aggressive NATO bloc. This is necessary in 
order to expose this and wage an effective etruggie against it. 


The strengthened positions of socialien, the upsurge of the Liberation 
struggle of the peoples and the growth of the general crisis of the 
capitalist system are the basic reasons for today's sharp and dangerous 
turn in the foreign policy of imperiaiies and its campaign against detente. 
This is the true reason for the anti-Soviet hysteria launched in the West. 
Under similar circumstances, Lenin quite accurately described this as the 
“rabid rage of the bourgeoisie.” 


All this began long before the evence in Afghanistan. Those events vere 
merely a pretext for the offensive which had already been sounted against 
detente, and for the resumption of the cold war. The position of the 
Soviet Union was clearly and unequivocally expressed in L. i. Brezhnev's 
6 October 1979 and 13 January 1980 speeches. 


Celebrating Lenin's birthday, let us point out that a8 early as 192] he 

emphasized that, ". . . Russia will forever remain the best friend of the 
High Afghan State, for the good of both peoples” (Lenin, op cit, Vol 52, 
pp 318-319). The Soviet people are confident that the proud and freedos 
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Loving Afghan peop.e will defend their national interests from foreign 
ageression and domestic reaction and will fellew their chosen path of 
independence and prosperity under circumstances of [riendship and peace 
with ite seighbers and with all other nations (applause). 


The strategy of American imperialiem can be seen from the example of 
Afaghaniatan, tt ealle for interference, going a8 far as armed intervention 
Wherever the peoples take their destinies in their own hands and wherever 
fereian domination and dictate are abolished. The “right” to intervene and 
to export counterrevolucion is today openly justified by “America's vital 
interests.” Simply etated, thie means the wish of the colonizers to take 
that which does not beloug to imperialiem. Yet whenever the peoples rebuff 
euch encroachments, the imperialists begin to threacen with “global con- 
frontation” and to rattle nuclear weapons. 


Recently L. 1. Breghnev pointed out that, ". . . The more the possibilities 
of impertaliem to rule other countries and peoples become narrowed, the 
fiercer the reaction to this becomes on the part of its most aggressive and 
shorteighted representatives. Such aggressiveness can be .estrained only 
by the power and sensible policy of the peace-loving states and the resolve 
of the peoples to defeat the dangerous plans of the pretenders to world 
domination” (L. I. Brezhnev, “Nash Kure— lrnoye Sozidaniye” (Our Course Is 
That of Peaceful Construction], pp 11-12). 


No one could question today that the danger to mankind stems from imperial- 
iem, U.S. imperialiem above all, which has once again formulated its clais 
to “leadership,” i.e., to dominating the world. 


At the ead of World War I, focusing hie anger at the bloody orgy planned by 
the imperialiete, V. 1. Lenin warned that euch ware could lead to “under- 
mining the very condition for the existence for human society” (Lenin, op 
cit, Vol 36, p 396). At that time he told the entire world that the 
proletariat alone could rescue world culture and aankind from such sadness 
(see ibid, Vol 37, p 66). 


In our time the possibilities for the ieplementation of this universal 
mission by the working class has increased igmeasurably. They have 
increased, above all, because Leninism has become embodied in great accom- 
pliehmente. It is represented by the great material and ideological power 
of the eocialiset countries and the organized force of the international 
workers’ and communist govements, and because ite inspiring and just ideas 
have penetrated the ainds of hundreds of millions of people in all coun- 
tries. 


Comrades, one could say with full justification thit the salvation of man- 
kind and ite future lie in strengthening and developing the social forces 
based on and guided by Leninisn. 


To implement Vv. |. Lenin's behest and complete the historical mission of 
socialias for the preservation of the peace means: 
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Compreheneively strengthening the economic and defense power of the Soviet 
state and the ideological and political unicy of the great multinational 
Soviet people, 


Comprehensively to strengthen the fraternal alliance among socialist states 
and their cooperation and comprehensive mutual aid; 


To rally on the basis of Marxiem-Leniniem and proletarian iaternationalisna 
the international communist movement, the bee’ organized and « .rongest 
ideological force of our time; 


To promote the maximum utilization in the interests of peace and progress 
of the tremenedous potential at the disposal of the contemporary workers’ 
and national<-liberation movements; 


Te cooperate with those who truly wish to avoid a world war, are inclined 
to take into consideration the realities of our time and are ready to 
respect the legitimate interests and the independence and freedom of each 
nation. 


Our party and the Soviet Union are engaged in a historical battle for peace 
on earth, for a lasting and just peace for all nations. The CC CPSU 
Politburo, headed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, is dedicating their forces, 
experie «. ond capabilities to this great cause, implementing Lenin's 
behest (lengthy appiauce). 


For the sake of rescuing mankind from a new military catastrophe, the 
Soviet Union, the Soviet people, are forced to channel major efforts and 
resources for strengthening their defense. The fact that for 35 years the 
peoples of the Soviet Union and the socialist comity have enjoyed the 
benefits of peace ia due, above ali, to the fact that, together with its 
allies, the Soviet Union has everything necessary to provide a firm and 
powerful rebuff to any encroachment against our country and our allies. We 
have something to defend, something to defend it with and someone to defend 
it! (Lenghty applause.) 


The Warsaw Pact erganizacion, whose 25th anniversary will be celebrated 
soon, is a reliable shield for the socialist gains. 


Economic power, political prestige, the firm and principled implementation 
of the Peace Program of the 24th and 25th CPSU congresses, and the active 
and coordinated peaceful policy of the socialist comity have created a firm 
potential for detente which would be quite difficult to destroy. One of 
ite main elements is the understanding which has profoundly penetrated the 
awareness of the peoples and of the ruling circles of a number of countries 
is the fact that the policy of the Soviet Union is a policy of peace, that 
we do not need war, and that we are not aspiring to war. As a result, it 
became possible over the past decade to resolve many major problems left 
from World War II, and several problems which developed as a result of over 
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20 years of cold war. The Heleinki Conference codified the principles of 
peaceful coexistence as 4 universally accepted international norm. 


Thies means that the aggressive efforts of imperialism and ite accomplices 
could be restricted and reatrained, 


Our party, the Soviet Union, counter the imperialist strategy with the 
Leniniet foreign policy course. This course was proclaimed, yet once 
again, in L. I. Breshnev's outstanding 22 February 1980 speech. The speech 
contained a clear program for the struggle for peace and security of the 
fations under present circumstances and constructive suggestions with a 
view to the preservation and strengthening of detente and restraining the 
arti race, 


Comrades! Our party proceeds from the fact that there is an organic link 
between the constructive work within the country and the foreign policy of 
our state and the entire cause of peace and social progress on an inter- 
national scale. We always remember Lenin's famous words expressed in 1921: 
"Today we are exercising our main influence on the international revolution 
through our economic policy. .. . The struggle waged on a universal scale 
has been shifted to thie battlefield. Should we resolve this problem ve 
would certainly and definitively win on an international scale" (lenin, op 
eit, Vol 43, p Ml). 


The depth and meaning of this thought are tremendous. Our economic work 
has been and is of tremendous international significance and the general 
political, military and ideological levels. Its results determine inter- 
governmental relations and the various ties with foreign social forces. 


That is why, in whatever area of the great communist construction may the 
collective of the Soviet people, every Soviet person, be working, they can 
and « sald, through their toil, make their own contribution to the cause of 
insuring lasting peace on earth, to the cause of universal social progress. 
— — — 

Comrades! Whatever anti-Soviet and anticommunist campaigns the imperialist 
reaction may mount against the Soviet Union, it will be unable to conceal 
the grandiose accomplishments of socialism and the clear and noble objec- 
tives and principles on which Leniniem, our party's policy, are based. 


Vv. T. Lenin's followers are building a new civilization on earth consistent 
with the interests of all nations. We warmly and sincerely wish for the 
peace and happiness of the working people throughout the earth and are 
doing a great deal for the other nations. 


Lenin's entire life and activities were an example of loyalty to the 
working class, the cause of the toiling people, syuwpathy for the exploited 
and the oppressed, intolerance of the oppressors, honesty, principle- 
mindedness and firmness in the struggle for the ideals of communism. 
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To be true to Leniniem means systematically to defend the principles of 
Lenin's theory, creatively to develop it, be firmly linked with life and 
with the masses, learn from their experience and implement Lenin's ideas. 


All nations, all mankind need Leniniem. We are convinced that the more 
time passes the more an understanding of the indivisibility between Lenin- 
iam and the basic interests of human society will spread throughout the 
world, 


Long live Leniniem, the banner of the revolutionary struggle, creation and 
peace! (Lengthy applause.) 


Glory to the great Soviet people--the builders of communism! (Lengthy 
applause.) 


Long live the Leninist communist party of the Soviet Union! (Lengthy 
applause.) 
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NEW DOCUMENTS OF THE PATRIOTIC WAR 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 18-42 


[Text] The Soviet people are celebrating the 35th anniversary of the 
victory over fascism in the year of Lenin's anniversary, and in an atmo- 
sphere of general political and labor upsurge. 


The great victory won in the fierce battles against the main shock force of 
international imperialism--Hitlerite Germany and militaristic Japan--con- 
vincingly proved to the entire world the superiority of the Soviet social 
and governmental system over the capitalist. Our people and their valorous 
armed forces not only properly fulfilled their patriotic duty, defending 
the freedom and independence of the socialist fatherland, but made a 
decisive contribution to the liberation from the fascist aggressors of many 
peoples of Europe and Asia, thus fulfilling the greatest possible inter- 
national mission. 


“Our victory,” Comrade L. I. Brezhnev points out, “was the high mark of the 
history of mankind. It proved the greatness of our socialist land. It 
proved the omnipotence of communist ideas. it provided amazing examples of 
self-sacrifice and heroism... ." 


The great communist party was the organizer of the struggle waged by the 
Soviet people in the Great Patriotic War. 


Party and Komsomol members were in the front ranks of the defenders of the 
fatherland. They were examples of firmness, courage and daring in battle, 
models of loyalty to the communist ideais and to military duty. The 
political workers were the soul of the army and navy. “hey promoted in the 
troops the will to win, daring and courage, and readiness for self- 
sacrifice for the sake of the homeland. The activities of political organs 
and party and Komsomol organizations rallied the soldiers’ collectives and 
insured the mobilization of the entire personnel for the solution of combat 
problems. 


Documents from the Central Archives of the USSR Ministry of Defense,! pub- 
lished here for the first time, provide a clear idea of the comprehensive 
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party-poiitical work done in the complex circumstances of the Novorossiysk 
landing operation. 


The activities of the political department of the 18th Army in the period 
of the preparationse for and during the landing operation are a vivid 
example of planned and purposeful work. It profited from the experience in 
party-political work acquired in the batcles for Sevastopol, Feodosiya and 
Kerch., 


One of the characteristics of the the Novorossiysk landing operation was 
the organization of close interaction among army and navy forces. For this 
reason the 18th Army political department carefully coordinated its 
activities with the Black Sea Fleet political department and, particularly, 
the political department of the Novorossiysk Naval Base, whose ships were 
used in the landing operation. 


Comrade L. 1. Brezhnev wav most directly involved in the drafting of a 
number of documents and in organizing their implementation. Together with 
the personnel of the 18ch Army political department he was always among the 
landing forces before the operation, presented party cards to the troops 
distinguished in recent battles, inspiring them with the passionate words 
of the party. 


The September 1943 Novorossisyk landing was among the biggest such opera- 
tions in the Great Patriotic War. In the course of fierce battles the 
troops of the Severo-Kavkazskiy Front, and elements and ships of the Black 
Sea Fleet defeated the enemy and threw him out of the city. 


After the operation, the political department summed up the experience of 
party-political work and submitted a corresponding report to the front's 
political administration. This document, signed by Comrade L. I. Brezhnev, 
is not only of great historical interest, but of great educational impor- 
tance today. It offers a profoundly knowledgeable analysis of all most 
important events of the landing operation and the related work of political 
organs and party organizations of 18th Army. 


On 16 September Moscow saluted the valorous troops which had liberated 
Novorossiysk. The successful conduct of the Novorossiysk operation 
created favorable conditions the subsequent battles for totally clearing 
the Caucasus from the Hitlerite aggressors. The homeland highly rated the 
unparalleled courage and heroism of the defenders of the city. The honored 
title of Novorossiysk was awarded to 19 large units and units. Thousands 
of soldiers and officers were awarded orders and medals of the Soviet 
Union. Tens of troops who had performed outstanding exploits were awarded 
the high title of Hero of the Soviet Union. 


On 14 September 1973, by ukase of the USSR Supreme Soviet Presidium, 


Novorossiysk was awarded the honored title of "City-lHero" with the Order of 
Lenin and the Gold Star Medal, on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of 


20 











the defeat of fasciat forces in the defense of the Northern Caucasus, for 
outetanding merite to the homeland, masse heroism, courage and [firmness 
shown by the working people of the city of Novorossiysk and the forces of 
the Soviet army, navy and aviation in the Great Patriotic War. In his 
apeech at the presentation of this high award, Comrade L. I. Brezhnev said: 
"Over 30 years have passed eince the memorable days when here, in 
Novorossiysk, one of the biggest battles of the Great Patriotic War was 
fought. At that time your city became an invincible fortress blocking the 
way of the hated enemy. For over one year it was the arena of fierce 
battles. Destroyed to its foundations, covered with the smoke of the 
fires, Novorossiysk withstood and won. The battle for Novorossiysk entered 
the history of the past war as one of the examples of the inflexible will 
of the Soviet people for victory, military valor and fearlessness, and 
their boundless loyalty to the Leninist party and the socialist father- 
land," 


The documents were found and prepared for publication by Maj Gen 

V. V. Gurkin, Col 0. G. Gurov and Lt Col V. V. Tarakanov. The initials of 
the participants in the battles and the dates of the documents, as estab- 
lished by the compilers, were set in square brackets. 


Document 1 


From the Battle Order of the Commander of the Severo-Kavkazskiy 
Front for the Mounting of the Novorossiysk Landing Operation 


30 August 1943, 1300 hours 


l. Enemy forces consisting of the 73d Infantry Division and the 4th Moun- 
tain Rifle Division with special reinforcement units are holding the city 
and port of Novorossiysk. .. . 


2. The task of the 18th Army--interacting with the light and landing 
forces cf the Black Sea Fleet--is to capture the city and port of 
Novorosiiysk, thus reuniting with the part of the army separated by the 
Tsemesskaya Bay and reach the Mefodiyevskiy, Tsemdolina, Vos'maya Shchel' 
and elevation 283.6 line; in the case of success all forces of the army 
shall mount an offensive in the direction of Verkhnebakanskiy. 


3. For the implementation of this assignment: Use from the 18th Army the 
318th Infantry Division, 255th Marine Rifle Brigade, 2 the 83d Marine Rifle 
Brigade, the 8th Guards Rifle Brigade, the 290th Border Regiment,’ the 
separate marine infantry battalion of the naval base commander, the 
separate assault detachment of the 55th Guards Rifle Division and rein- 
forcement artillery consisting of the 69th Guards Army Artillery Regiment, 
the 1167th, 1169th, 377th, and 860th army artillery regiments, the 8lst 
Howitzer Artillery Regiment, general headquarters reserve, the 108th Guards 
Antitank Artillery Regiment, artillery of the naval base commander, the 
124th separate Guards Army Brigade Heavy Artillery, the 195th Mountain 
Howitzer Regiment, six regiments and one heavy guards rocket-launcher unit 
brigade. 
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The deployment of the troops and their taseke shali be as follows: 


a. The eastern land group-<the J18th Rifle Division (minus the 1339th 
Rifle Regiment), reinforced by the assault detachment=-shall engage the 
enemy and the sector (excluding) the city of Sakharnaya Golova to the 
cement plant (inclusive). 


Target: Interacting with landing detachment number three, capture tune 
Proletariy Cement Plant Adamovicha Balka area. Subsequently, clear 
Mefodiyevekiy, and capture the Markockh Pass. This direction vill be under 
the command of the commander of the 318th Rifle Division, Colonel Vrutekiy. 


From the time of its landing ashore, landing detachment number three, 
consisting of the 1339th Rifle Regiment will be under the orders of the 
commander of the 318th Rifle Division. 


The troops will reac tiie Mefodiyevekiy area bordered on the left by the 
Importnaya Harbor, the cemetery, Mefodiyevekiy, and (excluding) Kirillovka. 


b. The western land group consisting of the 83d Marine Rifle Brigade and 
the 8th Guards Rifle Brigade shall engage the enemy on the Stanichka sec- 
tor, the cemetery elevation, and interacting with landing detachment number 
one, shall capture elevation 307.2 and the western part of Novorossiysk. 
Subsequently it shall firmly hold the area of elevation 307.2, clear the 
city of Novorossiysk, and secure it. 


This cirection shall be commanded by Major General Shvarev, landing group 
commander. 


Landing ashore, landing detachment number one (255th Marine Rifle Brigade) 
shall be under the orders of Major General Siva’ ev. 


Right border: The west pier (including) the highway from the Kabotazhnaya 
Port to Vos'maya Shchel’. 


4. The landing group shall consist of the 255th Marine Rifle Brigade, 
separate marine battalion, 290th Border Regiment, 1339th Rifle Regiment (a 
total of 6,000 men, 20 each 76 mm guns, 20 each 45 am guns, 105 mortars, 
103 heavy machine guns), a flotilla of light ships of the Black Sea Fleet, 
totaling 120 units as indicated by the fleet commander. 


Landing commander: Rear Admiral Kholostyakov, Novorossiysk Naval Base 
commander. .. 


5. The commander of the Black Sea Fleet shall: 
a. Prepare, organize and carry out the landing with the indicated forces, 


with the main and basic assignment of capturing the city and port of 
Novorossiysk. 
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b. im he Course of the mareh and the landing the entire artiliery group 
of the lfth Army and the naval base commander, under the overall command of 
ist) Army Artillery Commander Major Generali Kariofilli, shail carry out 
assignments according to the plan of landing commander Rear Admiral 
Rhelostyakey. 


©, eure Communications te be established between the veseele and the 
lahding detachmente, 


é. ‘eo plan and prepare facilities for supplying and ianding reserves con- 
sisting of no lees than one rifle division from the Fabardinka and 
(elendehikt area the following daye. . . 


6. The command of the land troop operations, including the landing 
detachments, (rom the moment of their lending ashore, and contro] over the 
entire operation for the seleure of Nevworoseiyek and Mefodiyevekiy shall be 
provided by 18th Army Commander Lieutenant General Leselidze. 


Lieutenant General Leselidge shall etrictiy coordinate hie actions with 
Bleck Sea Fleet Commander Vice Admiral Viadimirekty. 


7). Artillery: 


a. ‘The approach to and landing of the forces, the suppression of the 
enemy's fire covering the harbor of Novorossiysk Port shall be supported by 
the entire army (artillery) group, the fire of the long-range artillery, 
and the guards rocket-launcher wnite. .. . 


b. Ae the forees land there shall be 4 short yet maximally powerful fire 
raid on the front end of enemy defenses in the attack sectore in order to 
insure the attack of the infantry of the eastern and western land groups, 
after which, starting vith the infantry onslaught, army artillery shall 
undertake to suppress the enemy's artillery. 


The division artillery and the guards rocket<-launcher unite shall operate 
in support of the infantry. 


®. Air forees: 


a. The air foree of the Black Sea Fleet (aviation Lieutenant General 
Yermachenkov) shall suppert the actions of the landing forces by order and 
inetructione of the fleet commander. 


b. The 46th Air Army (aviation Lieutenant General Vershinin, a6 assigned by 
the 18th Army commander, shall bomb the enemy's bs ttle order in the 
Novorossiysk ares, suppress enem artillery and @ortar fire through diving 
operations at the enemy's artillery battle order ani cover our troop forma- 
tiowe in the area of Novorossiyek, and be ready to attack and assault enemy 
reserves in the area of Vos ‘maya Shchel’, Teemdolina and Markotkh Pass. 
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The Gelendahik Air Yoree Group shall be reinforced by alight bombers. 


A special order shall be issued on outiaye of moter vehicle and airplane 
fuel, 


9. Landing time shall be 0100 hours. 


The infantry of the land feree groupe shall begin ite attack by order of 
the commander of the 14th Army directly following the landing aad the 
beginning of operations by landing forces. 


10, ty the end of 3 September 194) the ifth Army landing and land forces 
must be ready. 


The day of operations shall be announced in a special order. .. . 
Col Gen Iv. Petrov, commander, Severo-Kavkageskiy Front 
Major General Bayuko:, “Military Council Member 
Guards Major General Lakin, Chief of Staff 
Original copy 


Central Archives of the Ministry of Defense of the USSR, Archive 224, list 
934, file 50, sheets 89-93 


Document 2 


Prom the Directives of the Political Administration of the Black Sea Fleet 
and the Political Department of the 18th Army on Party-Political Support of 
the Novorossiysk Landing Operation 


1 September 1943 
To the commander and chiefs of political departments of large wnits 


The Red Army ie engaged in successful offensive operations in the Western, 
Central, Southwestern and Sovihern fronts. A favorable time has come to 
strike at the German-fascist army on our sector of the front as well. 


The command of the Severo-Kavkagekiy Front and the Black Sea Fleet are 
planning in the next few daye a crucial and very important landing opera- 
tion which should aark the beginning of decisive offensive operations by 
the Red Army forces, ships and unite of che Black Sea Fleet to clear the 
Black Sea shore from the fascist aggresecre. 


Jjommanders, their deputies for political affaires, and the party and 
Komsomol organizations sust firmly bear in sind that the success of this 
operation will largely depend on the quality and scope of party-political 
support * ork. 
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The Main task is to Faise even higher the combat offensive thrust of the 
personne, and to sobiliee them for bold, decisive and daring combat actions 
for the implementation of the operation, 


The deputy commanders for political affaires gust comprehensively help their 
commanders to carry out at all eost the combat order. They must display 
maximum energy, initiative and operativeness in the organisation and 
conduct of party=-political work ard must be modele of fortitude and 
eourage if battle for their troops, 


by Order! 


i. The political departments to organize with all political workers 
participating in the operation the study of the survey of the Main Politi- 
cal Administration of the Navy of the landing operation on the Kerch 
Peninsula in December 1941 and the data of the Black Sea Fleet political 
administration on the landing operation on Myskhako last Pebruary. .. . 


2, Following receipt of the present directive, political departments (of 
the navy) shall immediately establish contact with the corresponding 
political organs of the Red Army and shall jointly draft measures for the 
organization and conduct of party-political work in the operation, paying 
particular attention to strengthening friendship and reciprocal aid in 
battle between the navy personnel and the Red Army unite. The need for the 
following measures suet be mandatorily considered! 


a. Conferences on deputy commanders for political affairs, party organiz- 
ere and Komeomel crganizere in regiments and battalions, with reports on 
the experience acquired in party-political work in previous landing 
operations. 


b. A Gumber of talke with the political workers and agitators of landing 
white on the procedure for the etay of their troops aboard the ships and 
the content, @ethode and forme of party-political work during the voyage 
and landing. 


c. ‘here will be gee .ingse of party aktive and of party and Komsomol sen- 
bers of the landing unite with the participation of the political workers 
of the large unite and navy ships. 


4. Reciprocal political information shall be organized on the epirit of 
the personnel and on party-political work, particularily in the period 
preparatory to the landing. 


e. The landing wnite shall be supplied with ali te printed materiais 
especially published for them by the Black Sea Fleet political administra- 
tion and the 1#@th Army political department. 


3. The @ain task of the party and Komsomol organizations in the operation 
shall be to insure the vanguard and organizing role of party and Komsomol 
@enbere in combat. 
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The party and Komeomel organisations @Quet help the commanders in (raining 
the personnel for courageous and daring combat operations in the course of 
the operation, 


4, The following suet be accomplished in the couree of the period of 
preparations for the operation: 


4. The politica’ departments of the large unite ehail formulate a 
thorough plan of measures for the organization and conduct of party= 
political work which will include thorough inetruetions and aid to politi- 
eal workers and party and Komsomol organivers of unite and ships in form- 
lating their am measures for support of the operation in accordance with 
the characteristics of the individual ship or unit, and ite combat task. 


b. The entire system of party-political work @uet euch as to insure the 
eonfidential nature the prepared operation. Particular attention must be 
paid to increasing the vigilance of people engaged in specific operations 
related to the preparations. 


ce. The political departments shall temediately undertake the selection and 
placement of political workere at decisive sectore and plan the assignment 
of deputy commanders of detachments (groupe) of ships in charge of politi- 
cal affaire and of reserve political workers at each launch and motor boat. 
Each political depectment shall have a reserve of five to seven political 
workers. ... 


@. The poli ical organs and deputy commanders for political affairs vithin 
the entire system of party-political work must ineure the full readiness of 
ships, troop transports and all debarkation and landing facilities for the 
precisely planned time. 


5. The content of agitation and propaganda work should be as follows: 
Explanation of the tasks set in the orders of the Supreme Commander in 
Chie: and mobilization of the personnel for their implementation; propagan- 
da for the success achieved by the Red Army in the offensive operations 
mounted along a broad front, the combat experience of ships and unite in 
previous landing and other operations, the heroic exploits of troops and 
commanders, and the skillful utilization of their weapons in the battles 
against the Hitlerite aggressors; promotion of faith in our victory over 
the enemy, and burning hatred for German-fascist occupation forees and the 
desire to fight them fiercely. 


6. . Several hours before sailing, on the basis of the combat assignments, 
the chief of the political department shall give personally thorough 
instructions to the political workers of ships and units participating in 
the operation on organizing and doing party~-political work at sea and in 
the course of the landing. 


7. Ags the ships leave the base, the deputy commanders for political 
affaires and ship party and Komsomol organizers, together with the political 
personnel of the Red Army unite shall: 
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a, Saplain te every seidier and commander the combat assignment and see to 
it that everyone clearly realizes his role in the operation, Saking exten= 
sive use of memoranda, leaflets and other printed materials, The explana 
tory work @uet be uninterrupted and focus on preparing 411 troops and 
commanders for daring and decisive actions in the landing operation. 


b. im the course of the crossing political workers and heade of party and 
Komsomol organisations gust pay particular attention to ineuring the high 
Vigilance of the troops and the readiness of a1] combat facilities of the 
ship and the weapons of the landing white for immediate action, 


8. The landing te the gost important stage of the operation requiring of 
the entire ship's personnel and landing unite daring, decisiveness and 
seorn of death for the sake of fulfilling their military duty to the home- 
iand. Through their personal example commanders, political workers and 
party and Komsomol members gust uplift the combat spirit of the troope and 
give them confidence in victory, 


9. Im the course of the battle the deputy commanders of the ships gust 
provide systematic combat information to the personne! on combat operations 
and fulfillment of combat assignments, and on Red Navy personnel and com- 
sanders who have particularly distinguished themselves in battie. 


10. Organizing their work on support of the operation, the political 
departments gust show exclusive operativeness. They must ineure the proper 
placement of political department personnel, organize a permanent informa- 
tion system, particularly from below, and make extensive use of the combat 
successes and examples of heroienm of the troops in their work with the 
personne i 


il. The political departments and deputy commandere for political affairs 
must inform daily, starting with the receipt of the present directive and 
until the completion of the operation, the political administration of the 
fleet and the political department of the army on preparations for and the 
course of the operation and the political-moral condition of the personnel 
and the @easures taken... . 


The silitary council and the political administration are confident that 
the commanders and political workers will prove their organizational abili- 
ty and ability to defeat the enemy for sure, to lead the personnel to bat- 
tle exploits, and develop iron silitary discipline and organization, thus 
insuring the successful isplementation of the landing operation. 


Capt let Rank V. Semin, chief of the Political Administration of the Black 
Sea Pleet 
Xl L. Breghnev, chief of the 18th Arny Political Department 


Original copy 


TeAMO SSSR [Central Archives of the Ministry of Defense of the USSR), 
archive 3°1, list 6386, file 15, sheets 213-219 
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Document 
Appeal of the Military Couneil of the 18th Army 
[1 September 1943) 


From the Directives of the Political Administration of the Black Sea Fleet 
and the Political Department of the 18th Army on Party<Political Support of 
the Novorossivek Landing Operation 


Comrade soldiers, commanders and political workere=--heroic defenders of 
Malaya Zemlya! 


Six months ago, on the cold stormy night of }) February, your advance 
elements landed on Malaya Zenlya. 


Many difficult and tense days nave paseed since that rough February night. 
The blood-shedding combat hae not stopped for 4 minute. The enemy hoped to 
throw you into the sea with a shower of lead and steel in an effort to turn 
Novorossiysk and ite port, the city of the seamen, into ite base and remove 
the threat hanging over ite group of forcee. 


This heroic epic--one of the outstanding pages of the selfless struggle 
waged by the Soviet people against the German-fasciet barbarians--has 
lasted half a year. The history of war knows of no other example of such 
lengthy resistance of troops landed on such 4 emall piece of land. 


Comrades, remember the fierce April battles. it seemed as though Malaya 
Jemlya would cruble into pieces from the explosions of enemy bombs, shells 
and mines, and that everything living on it would be ewept off and des- 
troyed. However, Malaya Zemlya is alive and fighting. You stood fast in 
thie struggle, repelling all enemy attacks, defeating all its pla , 
killing over 30,000 fascists, destroying 58 enemy airplanes and up te 100 
guns. Teday as well you are successfully fulfilling your sacred duty to 
the homeland on the left-most flank of the huge Soviet-German front, ready 
for decisive battles and victories. 


The days were hot and the battles were bloody. Many noble heroes such as 
the famous Hero of the Soviet Union Major Kunikow died the death of the 
brave. Their memory will live forever in our hearts and inspire us to new 
exploite for the sake of the total victory over the enemy. You showed 
models of loyalty to the fatherland, the military oath and the flag. The 
honor of the Red Army soldier has been preserved intact. 


You have shown your people thousands of examples of heroiem and the glory 
of these combat accomplishments will never fade. 


The homeland values and loves ite heroes. it awarded orders and sedale-- 
the high mark of military honor and glory<<to 6,268 troops and commanders 
operating in Malaya Zemlya. 
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The sociailet homeland has great faith in you, the perpetuators of the best 
traditions of the defenders of Sevastopol and Stalingrad. The army mili- 
tary council te confident that in the forthcoming battles as well you will 
faise even higher the honor and glory of the Malaya Zemlya defenders. 


De not rest on your achievemente. Strengthen iron military discipline and 
order in the troops. Improve defense. Se prepared for fierce and headlong 
advance, Learn to fight the way your comrades are fighting in the Orel, 
helgorod and other sectore of the front who have been cited by the Supreme 
Commander in Chief, 


wo fot let the enemy reat for a single minute. Destroy his forces with 
eniper fire; destroy hie soldiers and officers and his equipment with 
daring and planned sorties. Destroy fortifications and improve your posi- 
tions as the troops of Major Chumin's battalion are doing. Be ready at all 
times for assault and even fiercer clashes with the enemy. 


The battle initiative has shifted to the Red Army. The legend that the 
faeciate are always successful in their summer offensives has been scat- 
tered into duet. The Red Army offensive ie spreading wider and wider. The 
fascist predatory army is falling toward the precipice. The possibility 
for total defeat and the payment for all crimes is becoming ever clearer to 
Hitlerite Germany. The Italian-German coalition is breaking down. 
Mussolini--one of the raging assistants of the super-bandit Hitler-~-has 
resigned. Hise criminal fasciet gang has been disbanded. 


Battle comrades! The time of the liberation of Taman' from enemy gangs is 
approaching. You play 4 tremendous role in this and the entire nation is 
following your combat operations intensely and hopefully. When the battle 
resumes and, once again, Malaya Zemlya is covered with gunpowder smoke 
remember the great traditions of the first Kunikov-landing forces, remember 
all Myskhako beroes and show to the enemy your Red Army daring and courage, 
and Red Navy daring, and ewiftly hit the enemy in such 4 way as to make him 
abandon Taman’. 


Together with the entire Red Army we shall march ahead, clearing our land 
from the fascist scum and destroy the aggressors who have encroached on the 
honor, freedom and independence of our beloved homeland. 

Loyal to its combat traditions, the left flank of the Soviet-German front 
will warch in step with the entire Red Army to full victory over the enemy 
and the triumph of our just cauee. Hit the enemy harder! 

Long live the heroic defenders of Malaya Zenlya' 


Death to the German invaders! 


Army “Military Council 
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Original copy i: itialed by L. Breahnev and Kk. leselidee 
TsAMO SSSR, archive 3171, liet 6365, file 8, sheets 51-52 


Document 5 





From the Report of the Chief of the 18th Army Political Department on 
Party-Political Work During the Combat for Novorossiyek 


10 October 1943 


To Major General Yemel'yanov [S. §.], chief of the political department, 
Severo-Kavkagzekiy front 


Preparations for combat operations 
Combat Situation at the Beginning of September 1943 


On 1 September 1943 the enemy continued his stubborn defense of the city. 
During the year he built a multiple-line defense system with mine fields, 
obstructions, and barbed wire fencing. The enemy held commanding heights 
on the approaches to the so. “hern and southeastern sides of Novorossiysk: 
the Sakharnaya Golova, Mount Dolgaya, elevation 352.1 and a number of 
nameless elevations which he had turned into powerful resistance centers. 
The enemy could see our positions quite clearly and fired at them with all 
types of weapons. In July and August our forces consisting of the 3d 
Mountain Rifle Corps, 8lst Red Banner Marine Brigade and the 318th Rifle 
Division, mounted several simultaneous strikes at the enemy's defenses with 
4 view to capturing the commanding heights, but failed. 


On the opposite side of the city, facing the front of our forces which 
landed from the sea in the Stanichka area, as early as February 1943, the 
enemy also continued to hold firmly his positions. Sy the end of July our 
troops mounted here several attacks, but it was only in the sector of the 
107th separate Rifle Brigade [detached?] that we were able to capture the 
tactically important fifth hill of Mount Myskhako. In the other sectors 
the offensive failed, for the enemy was holding advantageous positions and 
enjoyed clear superiority in fire power. 


Capturing the city with a frontal strike would be exceptionally difficult 
and, considering our forces, virtually impossible. Such an operation would 
have inevitably brought about heavy casualties and the failure to fulfill 
the combat assignment. The command decided to take the city by onslaught 
simultaneously from land and sea, by landing forces directly in Tsemesskaya 


Bay. 


The following forces were assigned to conduct the ianding operation: the 
255th Red Banner Marine Infantry Brigade, 2,450 (men); the 1339th Rifle 
Regiment--1,435 [men]; the 290th Rifle Regiment of the NXVD--850 [men]. 
Total: 4,735 men. 
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Furthermore, the Novorossiysk Naval Base assigned in support of our landing 
group the detachment commanded by Botylev [V. A.] totaling 876 men. 


Deployment of Party Political Apparatus and Political Work Before the 
Battle 


After studying the combat assignment I held a conference with the army's 
political department. The same day we began to draft a plan. Four basic 
periods were stipulated: 


a. Preparatory period; 
b. Work on the ships; 
ce. Work after the landing (during combat); 
d. Summing up results. 


All army political depertment sections part cipated in the formulation of 
the plan. The plan covered all basic aspects of political work at each 
stage of the combat operation (see addendum). 4 


From the very first day of preparations for the combat operation we sent 
army political department personnel to all landing and field units to help 
the party political organs. 


Furthermore, 15 political workers from the political personnel reserve were 
sent to all units. 


The representatives of the army political department were assigned not only 
the task of insuring the political preparedness of the personnel for battle 
but to remain in the units until the combat assignment was completed and 
participate in the landing with a view to organizing political work during 
street battles. As confirmed by practical experience, this solution had « 
favorable influence on the organization of party-political work. The army 
political department personnel knew in advance that they were to land and 
directly participated in the preparations for the battle. In turn, troops 
and commanders showed their great love for our workers, for they saw in 
them elder comrades in arms who were helping them to carry out a combat 
assignment. 


An extremely sho: time--10 days--had been allocated for training the 
personnel for the operation. No one knew the time and place of landing. 
However, it was announced to the entire personnel that a landing was 
possible in the next few days along with action be ind enemy lines. In 
order not to disclose the strike area the need to liberate Taman’ in 
general was explained to the troops. 


From the very beginning of the preparations for the battle, the army's 
political department coordinated all its work with the Black Sea Fleet 


31 











Political Adminiatration and the Political Department of the Novorossiysk 
Naval Base. This was dictated by the need to use the experience in party=- 
political work gained in the course of previous battles in Sevastopol, 
Feodosiva and Kerch, “rthermore, it wae the navy that wae to take our 
forces to the landing site. 


From 1 to 8 September, together with Captain Firet Rank Semin [V. I.], 
chief of the Black Sea Fleet Political Administration, and Captain First 
Rank Bakayev [M. I.], chief of the political copartmont of the 
Novorossiysk Naval Base, I held instruction conferences with the political 
personnel of the 255th Red Banner Marine infantry Brigad., the 290th Rifle 
Regiment NKVD, and the 1339th Rifle Regiment. The political personnel were 
thoroughly instructed on their tasks in preparing che persornel for the 
operation. As of that point proper preparatory political work was in- 
tiated in all units. 





All privates, sergeants and officers practiced landing on motor boats and 
ashore with subsequent operations by day and night. Initially they prac- 
ticed with simulators and, subsequently, ships. Exceptional attention was 
paid to blocking the action of enemy pillboxes and going through obstruc- 
tions, barbed wire and other obstacles. A great deal of work was done by 
the troops, sergeants and officers in fire practice, grenade throwing and 
loading ammunition clips. 


The political work was organized in accordance with the combat assignment. 
The most widespread form of work at that time was the group talk. Talks 
were given every day in all subunits during rest periods. All in all, from 
i to 10 September, over 1,000 talke on a great variety of topics were held 
in the landing units. As a rule, the talks were brief and exceptionally 
specific. Following are some topics: “How to Behave at Sea"; “The Section 
in Night Combat"; “What the Soldier must Accomplish at Landing Time"; "On 
the Significance of Light Signaling in a Night Landing Battle"; and "On 
Combat Friendship and Mutual Assistance.” 


The talks were given by political workers, commanders and party and 
Komsomol members. A number of landing operations veterans were among the 
personnel of Botylev's detachment and the 255th Red Banner Marine infantry 
Brigade. Most of them were asked to share their combat experience. 
Veterans of landing battles told the Red Army men how many bullets and 
grenades to carry with them and how to behave at the time of the landing 
and night combat ashore. Great attention was paid to supplying everv man 
with the proper equipment. All of this was of exceptional importance. 


In addition to groups talks individual work with the soldiers was carried 
out in the subunits. The party and Komsomol members were placed in 4 way 
to enable them to influence the entire personnel. Individual talks were 
held everywhere: during halts, at mealtime, in the course of fulfilling 
combat assignments, and so on. The purpose of Chese talks was to train 
every Red Army man to swim, surmount obstacles and to resist and be daring 
in all circumstances, even the most complex. 
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In addition te group and individual talks, every day reports and lectures 
om 4 great variety of topics were read to the personnel: "On the Military 
and International Situation of the Soviet Union,” "On Comrade Stalin's 

} July 1941 Speech,” "On Military Honor,” and others. 


All in all, from! to 10 September, over 100 reporte and lectures were read 
to the landing units. Reporte and lectures were delivered by the army 
political department personnel (daily), unit commanders and deputy comman- 
ders, and representatives of the Black Sea Fleet Political Administration 
and the Political Administration of the Novorossiysk Naval Base. 


Party and Komsomol meetings were held in the companies and battalions of 
all unite. Reporte on the tasks of party and Komsomol members in the 
landing combat were delivered by the unit commanders and deputies for 
political affairs. The party and Komsomol meetings were held on « high 
ideological-political level. The party and Komsomol members assured the 
command that they would carry with dignity the honorable title of party and 
Komsomol member in battle. 


On 6 September a broad conference was held at the 255th Red Banner Marine 
Infantry Brigede for the command-political personnel. It was conducted 
personally by Colonel General Petrov [I. Ye.], commander of the Severo- 
Kavkazekiy Front. The commander described to the officers the forthcoming 
combat assignment and informed them of the new procedure for citations to 
privates, sergeants and officers who had distinguished themselves in 
battle. The procedure was the following: orders and medals would be 
awarded to privates, sergeante or officers of the first company to pene- 
trate the enemy's trenches and carry out ite igmediate assignment, thus 
securing the success of the remainiag unite and subunits. The orders were 
to be presented on the battlefield, within a 24-hour period. 


This conferences played an exceptionally important role in raising the 
combat spirit of the entire personnel. A similar conference was held by 
Colonel General Petrov at the 318th Rifle Division. 


Extensive work was done to prepare the army medical facilities for the 
operation. Well trained political workers were assigned to medical 
companies and battalions. Medical companies were brought up to full 
strength with medics, nurses and physicians. Measures were taken in 
advance to ineure the reception and to prepare for the wounded. A special 
conference was held with the personnel of the army medical facilities 
covering all these questions. 


Good cultural services to the personnel were offered during the training of 
the units for the landing. From 1 to 10 Septembe: there were 38 motion 
pictures showings for the landing units alone. The motion pictures were 
chosen in accordance with the combat assignment. Toe following movies were 
shown: "We Are from Kronshtadt,"” "Stalingrad," "Chapayev," "A Man with 
Arms," “Black Sea Men,” and others. 


33 








Concerts by the NKVD Troops Ensemble directed by Dunayevaekiy enjoyed great 
success. All in all, the ensemble gave five concerts attended by 5,600 


people. 


During their training period the landing unite were successfully enter- 
tained by the ensemble of the Ordzhonikidze Red Army Club, our army's 
Eneemble for Red Army Songs and Dances, the concert group of the Black Sea 
Fleet and a number of amateur performing circles. There was no day without 
cultural services to the personnel. Let us acd that before ach concert or 
movie army political department workers and unit agitators read reports on 
4 great variety of topics. 


Great attention was paid to increasing the vigilance of the personnel. 
Political workers explained to the troops the need for secrecy in preparing 
for the landing. Talks on this topic were given in all subunits. Together 
with the Black Sea Fleet Political Administration, the army's political 
department published the special leaflet "Greater Revolutionary Vigilance. 
Protect Military Secrets like the Apple of Your Bye," in a total of 3,000 
copies. 


The army political department printed and distributed among the units 3,000 
copies of the leaflet "Instruction to the Landing Soldier."5 


Along with the training of landing units, extensive political work was done 
in all other large units. Party meetings were held in each battalion on 
the tasks of the party organization in connection with the forthcoming 
offensive combat. In the course of party meetings tasks were defined not 
only for the organization as a whole but for every individual party member. 
Eighth Company of the 3d Rifle Battalion, 8th Guard Rifle Brigade, decided 
that in addition to a brave and heroic behavior, at the time of the offen- 
sive battle the party members must accomplish the following: 


Party member Comrade Stupar' [D. G.] will answer for the behavior in combat 
of the novice nonparty member Comrade Sarkisyan [i. D.). Comrade Stupar' 
was assigned to teach Sarkisyan the rules of behavior in battle, help him 
to study his weapon and to master the rules of accurate fire. In battle he 
would try to be by Sarkisyan's side, see to it that he behaved properly, 
cheer him up in difficult moments and lead him into combat through his 
personal example. 


Party member Comrade Agafonov [D. T.) would be responsible for the behavior 
in battle of the young nonparty Red Army man Bokarev [I. M.]. His assign- 
ment would be the same. 


Party members Comrades Cherkasov [D. M.) and Sukhanko [F. Ye.j will repeat 
the orders of the conmanders and promptly inform the tvoops of changes in 
combat assignments. They shall inform the party orgasizer on the 
political-moral status of the Red Army men. 
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In the intervals between battles and lulle party membere-agitators Comrades 
Koval’ (A. 0.) and Chumak [G. T.] shall popularize the combat exploits of 
distinguished Red Army men and commanders. 


These party assigamente were included in the plan of the party organiser 
and subsequently codified at a party meeting. 


Hundreds of talks were given to the personnel, including "Tasks of the 
Fighter in the Assault," "Mutual Support in Battle," "Carefully Protect the 
Weapons in Assault Combat," "Let Us Clear Taman' from the German- 
Fascist Invaders," and others. The talke were given in the Russian, 
Georgian, Armenian, Azerbaijani, and other Languages. 


Five days prior to the offensive battles, seminars for party organizers 
were held at regiments and battalions on the topics of "Ways and Means of 
Party Work in Offensive Combat" and "The International and the Military 
Position of the Soviet Union.” The same topics were covered in seminars 
with Komsomol organizers. 


Several days prior to the beginning of the offensive the 318th Rifle 
Division received reinforcements. Particularly extensive work was done 
with the young troops. Talks were given on the military oath, Bolshevik 
vigilance and others. Meetings were organized between hardened frontline 
veterans and novices. Similar work was done at the 55th Guards Rifle 
Division. 


Prior to the storming of the Novorossiysk big meetings were held in all 
unite, at which troops, sergeants and officers swore to act decisively and 
boldly, without sparing their lives. A meeting of troops and commanders, 
residents of Novorossiysk and Taman', was held at the 8th Guards Rifle 
Brigade. 


Battie for Novorossiysk 
The Landing 


The landing of the troops took place on the nights of 10 and 11 Se,tember. 
Before loading the troops on the ships the personnel of the army 
political department and the unit political workers, Logether with the 
command, thoroughly checked the state of the weapons, supplies and health 
of every military serviceman. In the course of the inspection the absence 
of hand grenades and an insufficient number of cartridges were noted in 
some soldiers. These shortcomings were eliminated. Nearly every soldier 
was issued six to seven magazines with bullets, eight to nine hand grenades 
and the regulation food. Once again talks were h id with the troops on the 
topice of “Swiftness Is a Prerequisite for Success in a Landing Operation,” 
“There Is No Place for Cowards and Skeptics in Our Ranks,” "Fulfilling the 
Battle Order Is the Sacred Duty of the Soldier,” and others. Prior to 
entering the ship, meetings were held at which the appeal of the Front 
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Military Council was read. The appeal was weicomed with great enthusiasm. 
Troops, sergeants and officers assured che miiitary council that the combat 
assignment, however complex it might be, would be fulfilled. 


We paid particular attention to the 1,337th Rifle Regiment of the 318th 
Division which, by order of the command, in che night of 11 September was 
pulled out of combat and sent to assist the landing troops. The personnel 
of that regiment had not been trained for landing. Taking this into con- 
sideration, we assigned to the assistance of the regiment's political 
workers my deputy, Major Pakhomov [S. S.], army political cepartment 
inspector Captain Korobkov [M. I.], army political department lecturer 
Major Shcherbak [I. P.], army deputy chief of staff Colonel Drachev [M. S.] 
and Captain Filonov [I. G.], party organizer at the army staff party 
bureau. I too participated in the organization of the training and moving 
the personnel aboard the vessels. 


The experience of the first day of landing indicated that a number of 
cartridge cases were lost in the course of the landing. It was decided 
that everyone should carry his own ammunition. This proved to be fully 
justified. 


In the night of 10 September over 120 troop transports left Gelendzhik and 
Kabardinskiy ports. Our artillery opened fire shortly before the fleet 
approached the shore. The strike was so violent that the Tsemesskaya Bay 
and the Novorossiysk embankment were in flames. Over 1,400 artillery guns 
of different calibers fired for 30 minutes. The mortar divisions made a 
sea of fire. Suffice it to say that on 10 September about 100,000 shells 
and mines were dropped on Novorossiysk. 


Profiting from the enemy's panic, the ships directly penetrated the port of 
Novorossiysk. The enemy did not expect such daring. At first he was 
thrown into confusion. Coming to their senses, the Hitlerites opened 
strong fire at the landing troops with all weapons. Hundreds of German 
rockets were fired. Searchlights looked for ships. It became clear as day 
in the bay. A heavy caliber machine gun opened fire from the lighthouse on 
the pier but was suppressed at once. Skillfully maneuvering among the fire 
our troops jumped into the water and, shouting "hurray! For the Homeland! 
For our Novorossiysk!" hurled themselves at the enemy. 


Separate groups of the 255th Red Banner Marine Infantry Battalion were the 
first to land. They were followed by the 1339th Rifle Regiment and 
Botylev's detachment. On the second day the 290th Regiment NKVD and the 
1337th Rifle Regiment of the 318th Division, and most of the people who had 
fallen behind their units in the first day landed. 


At the cime of the landing the personnel behaved with exceptional courage. 
It was only thanks to this that despite all adverse coiditions, essentially 
the landing was completed satisfactorily. 


36 








he forces landed under exnceptionaily difficult eifeuwmstances. They had te 
dig in is the thickiy @ined bay and land on the wined shore under strong 
ehemy artiiiery and gortar fire, 


Despite everything, our seldierse held onte the shere and, breaking the 
enemy's resistance, began to widen the bridgehead. 


Lambat Ashore 


The personnel of the 1339th Rifle Regiment displayed exceptional courage. 
Vader heavy enemy fire, after landing, the troope and commanders of the 
regiment, shouting “Wurray!” rushed to the buildings on the shore. The 
enemy, pushed ran in 4 state of panic inside the Proletariy Plant. 


A group of soldiers, headed by Jr Lt Ivan Alekseyev, wae the firet to reach 
the electric power plant — to occupy it after blasting the upper story 
with head grenades. Komeom i ember Private Paraiyey (Vv. i.|] entered that 
story through a window and killed five Hitlerites in hand-to-hand combat. 
At dawn the fasciete aimed 4 gum at the building and were prepare. to open 
fire. Pareivew noted thie and hurled through the window an antitank 
grenade in thetr direction. The enemy gun crew was destroyed. 


in an effort to beat off the attack of the electric power plant, the 
Hitlerites gpunted seven counterattacks unsuccessfully. The Red flag flew 
on the plant's building. It was raieed by company party organiser Red Army 
man Mertychev (4. A.|. Similar flage had been procured in advance by the 
arey political department and iseved to all unite. © the instruction of 
the party organizations the party gem. te raised them over the most visible 
areas of occupied buildings. 


The troops ind commanders of the 1339th Rifie Regiment fought just as 
utageously. Here every person was 4 hero it would be difficult to eay 
who distinguished himeelf apre. The regiment fought street batties for 
five days. Our people took from the enemy one house after another, every 
day widening their bridgehead. Side by side with the regiment the 1337th 
Rifle Regiment of the 318th Division and the group commanded by Major 
Grigor’vew [S. T.] (255th Red Banner Marine Infantry Brigade) operated just 
as decisively and courageously. The landing forces were able to occupy the 
Proietariy Plant and, following two-day etreet batties, connect with 
Clements of the J18th Rifle Divieion and 55th Guarde Rifle Division. 


The troope, sergeante and officers of the 290th MKVD Regiment fought 
bravely The regiment landed in the night of 11 September and operated in 
tw separate groups. Literally 411 troops distinguished themelves in 
atreet combate Snipers did goc’ work. Private |‘ sdikov destroved 25 
fasciets, while Private Makheudov killed 10. 


During the etreet battles on the sector held by thie regiment the Hitler- 
ites frequentiy counterattacked in an effort to throw the landed ferces 





inti 4 Owevef, Ges tire a4 i he enemy 
used taiiae an rPercinand aae@auit Fy 16 HOt hei 

Me faectate ere ceverine the ent ‘ oof » wit (,4nk Tite fram a4 triple 
embrasure pliibor They eonei der. themeelvwee fully eafe behind the thiek 
emente-i ined wali Nowever, the | easures with antitenk 
pute Orteafe wete vuaed mea? ro wa ected i the ce®@pesny com@mn= 
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ift the cinity of the platoon fan of " "yy ine auf 
fife “Maior Kogenkov *. BR @ pul “ BA ie ‘© politieal 
atiaife, ahd are@y political depar timer a Maior } a A. 3 } 
fired at the enemy with heavy @achine uty 

‘he Hed Navy @en of the 755th Bed Sanner “Mari te ; Rrigade acted 
daringivy They reached the enemy « eSaatai eéfenee 4206 entered the center 
of the city Waging uneven etreet combat atx ecting if separate groups, 
many of thee died However, at the coset of their lives they confused the 
enew ranke and thus had « positive influence on the development of the 
Lattle euccese of the Noveroeei ver seration 

The i426 Battalion and parte of the th Jactaiion ; that rigede vere 
landed in the area of the leportnava Pier Here groupe . seamen from 
other brieade unite and eubunite were ‘ie of 

Maior Novi A ‘ one of ur OWN per Svaeadks the creation Of @ 
single detachment’ [te command w4e 46 — 410% ‘TiLeor *yev, the 
commander of the 1424 Battalion. The de yme ot isplayed except ional 

dec ia ivenesa interactine with the 1)39th Biffle Regiment, it toon by 
assault several enemy etronge pointe and, together with eubunite of the 
1339tH Rifie Regiaent, saurroundec and deatrovec the enemy it the area of 
the etreetcar depot. 

The seamen of the detachment under ¢ wupanc of Hero ve Soviet Union 
Captain=-Lieutenant Sotyiev fought wei, in the first day the Ciwd iment 
Stalin and the Seamen's Club were captu PY v atil our landing and 
fieid unite arrived. A company of ta he g ers detachment, 
heated by Hero of the Soviet Union Capta te ay Kot A. VA) 
reacsed the railroad station area anc ight sTrouncec by the enemy, 
mtil the arrival of our 55th Guards Ri‘ ix ision 

The capture of Novoroseivek was achie« en a mpi he rix The 
ij3iet Rifle Regiment of the 318th Dir mh and ac eau etachment of 
the 55th marae Bitie Division scvance area o ete nt Slant. 
Acting wit eucept .ona., nraveryvy, the > re@arthe c ay ‘ene and, 
buraeting into the city, ined the iandin *«“ 1 Ompany com- 
mandged by Vuarda i@utenant Samonhve 4 et “ment ef the 
5th Guarda Rifle Divi« t wae on : «2 aava ¢ along the 
sea shore With true ivoroviaen da! amo} iead the 
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fofees defending the electric power plant The pilibosmes fepresented a 
single fire evetem They had two embrasures each and could [ire ahead of 
them and at the sea Pverything favered the enemy, lowever, sothing 
stopped the Guards, Samkivalov made 4 daring, yet the oniy proper seiu 
tion, After personaly feeonnoitering, he decided to bypass the front 
plilboses from the sides, One platoon fapidiy dug if and began to draw to 
iteel! the attention of the enemy with heavy fire. A plateon commanded by 
‘yards Master Sergeant Chugunov [M, D0.) erawied toward the right flank 

he third plateen, commanded by Guards Senior Sergeant Kachura [A. U.] by- 
paseed the enemy pilibowes on the left, along the water. Under cover of 
darkness the guardemen reached the enemy rear and hurled themselves into 
the attack from 4 dietance of 10 to 15 meters. Rushing inte the pillbones 
they destroyed their personnel with hand arenades. Guards Sergeant 
Andrushenko [N. ‘a.] and Guards Red Army man Yusupov (8. 5.) mowed down the 
faeciete with thea’ autematic weapons and killed them with hand grenades. 
vervhelaed by thie blow, the enemy left the pillbowes in depth in panix 
ud, following the *renches, bogen to withdraw from the houses on ite left 
flank. The front was breached, Rushing ahead and eweeping off along the 
way individual enemy fire emplacements, the company reached the electric 
power plant and Linked with the landing forces. 


The troops, sergeants and officers of the Li3dlet Rifle Regiment acted no 
less decisively. Sreaking the enemy resistance, together with the assault 
detachment they ruehed into the city and engaged in street combate. ‘ow 
the entire J18th Rifle Division was fighting in the city, flushing out the 
faeciate from their old haunte, 


Bloody battles were fought by elemente of the 20th Landing Rifle Corps. 
From 10 to 16 September they ceaselesely attacked the enemy's positions, 
pinning down eubetantial forces, thus helping the breach of fascists posi- 
tions in the cement plant area. 


Following breach of the fascist defense, the 55th (Guards! Rifle 
Vivision and the Sth [Guards] Tank Brigade advanced sliong the thus created 
nartow passageway. The battie became particularly fierce. Fvery house and 
floor had to be fought for. ‘Now entire large wnite were fighting shoulder 
to shoulder with the landing troops The battie went on 24 houre a day. 
ntire districts weat up in flames from enemy [fire All args distinguished 
themeclvese in combat=--<iafantrvmen, artillervmen, tank men, signalere, 
engineers and all other participante in the etorming of Novorossiyek 


Tne enemy defended himeel f deeperately The Hitlerites’ erder vase te fight 


to the last bullet However, thie did net help then ™ 16 “September the 
“id Red Banner Marine Infantry Battalion rushed into the city The cones 
wae expelled from Noworeesivet through joint effor « The ity and the 


second biggest Biack Sea Port were liberated. “Weilwr the complex enemy 
enese system, nor advanced equipment or the praised Hitlerite army were 
able to resiet the preesure of our forces. The eneew ran, leaving on the 
battlefield thousande of soldiers and officers and 4 large amount of equip: 
went ane etlitery hardware. 
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Party litical Werk During the Battle 


‘he party political organs played 4 major rele in the batties for 
Neverossivek, Under the complex conditions of the landing and street con 
bat, the personnel of the amy political department and large-unit politi- 
641 departments, the unite deputy commanders for political affaires and the 
ivtyY Orfganivers were alwave in the battle order, leading through theif 
wefde an perfeenal examples of courage the troop Masses, Hundreds of the 
beat sone of the party and the Komeomel died the death of heroes in these 
lay lowever, political work tn the white did net etep for a single day. 
reat fier ih welitieal uppert far the battle wae ueed te raiee the 
vattle apirit of the troops, sergeants and officere for the successful 
fulfillment of the complex resbai asetlanments in the operation, 


Tous mic individual Talke 


in the landing unite, under combat conditions, group talks began from the 
soment of boardiag the ships. The deployment of party~-political forces was 
such that there were party organizers, agitatere, unit deputy commanders 
ami army politi al department workers in every ship. When the ships were 
at sea the compandere unsealed the packages which indicated the place of 
the landing and the subsequent combat assignment, Talke were then begun on 
411 veesele te iaform every eoldier of the combat 4661 gnment Again and 
again party members and political workers explained huww to act ashore and 
how te cenduet oneself at landing time. 


At the 1339th Rifle Regiment the topic of the talke in all ships was “Let 
(se Return Neoworoseiwek te the Homelaad.” 


fxceptionally extensive individual work was done as the ships approached 
the landing area, The party-Komeomoel etratu® wae 60 thick that there was 
one party or “omeomol member per each two or three soldiers. it wae ex- 
plained to the Bed Army men that the more decisiveiy they acted the less 
would the leeeee be and seuecceas would be ineured, 


1ll arew political department personnel made short speeches aboard the 
shine and, on behalf of the army military council, called upon the troops, 
sergeants and officers to display @etaunchness, daring and persistence. 


futensive political talke (group and iadividual) were held during the 
street combate ae well, fwery day Sovintorabyure reports were received at 
the 1339th Rifle Reeiment. 290th Rifle Regiment WVD and Girgor’vew and 
hotview detachment« They were transcribed by hand in 19 to 15 copies and, 
through the agitateore, disetributed among the entire pereonne:. 


iwerw daw talke were efiwven in all eubunite on eoldiere and commandere who 
oi diestinguished themeelvee in battic These talke created the desire to 
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fight the enen to the aet drop of bloed and to storm his posit one 


sparifne ne forces 





On 15 September the command of the 1339th Rifle Regiment received a com 
gratulatory telegram from Colonel General Petrov, the front's commander, 
The text of the telegram was immediately telephoned to the subunits with 
which communications existed, Ten copies each were transcribed manually 
and party @embers took the text to all subunite. The telegram literally 
triggered exultation of the personnel, On behalf of all troops, sergeants 
and officers, the anawer to the front commander was written by Major 
Movehovich [A. A.], deputy regimental commander for political affaires and 
one of our men. It otated that the regiment commanded by | lieutenant 
Colonel Kadanehik [S. N.]" would honorably fulfill al] aseignmentes and 
would continue te hold high the regimental battle flag. The anewer was 
read to the entire personnel and was unanimously approved. 


There was so time for lengthy talke. fvervthing was done in heete. How- 
ever, there was no single significant event which was not ueed for material 
for the agitators and spokesmen. Considering that the combat circumstances 
did not alwaye allow the peiitical workers to talk individually with ali 
troops, interesting communications were passed along from one man ‘o 
another. Pollowing are several examples. 


Army political department worker Major Movehovich was advancing with the 
second company on Turetekiy Sad (in the firet day of the landing he com- 
manded the let Battalion of the 1339th Rifle Regiment, for that day the 
commander wae unable to land). It was reported to him that our people had 
taken the electric power plant. Major Movehovich passed on the news to the 
advancing troops. ‘Soon every person knew that the power plant had been 
taken. This inepired the people and gave them confidence in victory. The 
troops rose and, shouting “Hurray! Come on Novorossiysk!” hurled thea- 
selves at the enemy. The remaining enemy retreated in panic, abandoning 
advantageous poeitions. A similar case occurred in the group of landing 
troops of the ~— Regiment, operating under the command of Major 

Lysenko [A. P.). The second part of the regiment, headed by its command- 
ing officer, Lieutenant Colonel Plekarev, was advancing somewhat to the 
left and was separated from the first group by two powerful centere of 
enemy resistance. Finding owt that the regiment was not far away, group 
commander Lysenko decided to join it. The circumstances did not allow talk 
with the troops, for the enemy was pouring heavy fire with all typee of 
areas. Major Lyeenko and Captain Paveiko [1. 1.], representative of the 
army political department, passed along the following information: “The 
regiment is 300 meters away from ue. There are two enemy resistance pointe 
between ue. Let ue take them and gerge with the regiment Death to the 
German invadere'” 


The good ners rapidly epread throughout the group Until then everyone 
believed that the regiment, headed by the command:r, had been destroyed at 
the time of the landing. The news of the closeness of the regiment 
inepired troops and commanders. They attacked the enemy boldly and 
decisively. That day Major Lysenko's group was able to breach the enemy's 
defense and join the regiment. 








Ase the @oat tFfied forme of political agitation, Heelsige Were aliew extet- 


sively held during the Landing Combate, still aboard the veeseis, after 
the combat assignment had been ahnhOunced, spenhtaheous Meetings vere 
Ofgani#zed in Many uhite Om one Of the shipe of the 1359th Rifle Regiment 
Senior Lieutenant Savva [M. !.] anneuneed the assignment. The commanding 


oliicer ended his brief speech with the fellowing words! “We must land in 
Noveroseivek and clear it from the enemy, Let ue be werthy seene of our 
home land 


we ahall carr out the taak and uphoid the honor Of the regiment, the Red 
Army man eaid Several men apoke, 


Meetings were held only when allowed by the cituation. 


In most unite meetings were held in connection with the appeal of the army 
military council.” The appeal in which troops, sergeants and officers were 
congratulated for the successful battle for Nevorossivek and tor their 
initial successes, had been drafted in advance and secretly sent along in a 
sealed package with the political workers accompanying the landing troops. 
The moment the first city districts were captured the political workers 
broke the seale and began to inform the entire personnel of the appeal. It 
plave i major mobilizing role, Troops, sergeants and officers assured the 
army military council that the enemy would be knocked out of the city at 
ail costs, 


The fact that euch an appeal had been written and sent along with the 
landing forees proves that the army military council and political depart- 
ment were confident of the victory and were eharing this confidence with 
the entire personnel. 


in Major Lyeenko’s eroup 4 meeting was held on the night of 11 September in 
the basement of a huge building. It was pitch black. The appeal of the 
aray silitary council wae read personally by Maior Lysenko, the group 
commander. The meeting was addressed by Senior Sergeant Il‘in. He said 
the following: "We ehall not spare our lives and we shall recapture 
Novorossivek. These words were drowned out bv the applause of the partic- 
pants in the @eeting. 


Ail in all, five meetings were held at the 290th Regiment NKVD during the 
battle for Novoroesivek. 


in Maior Grigor ‘vev'« detachment (255th Red Sanner “Marine int ant trv Srigade) 
there was no possibility for meetings. On the occasion of the appeal, 
short group talke were held. In some subunits the appeal was read to 
groupe of troops and commanders. Such readings were given by Major 


Sidel'nikov [M. P.], deputy commander for political affaires of the 327th 
Battalion, second company commander Captain Ivon (A .|, and Major Novik, 
representative of the army political de; tment. The appeal was welcomed 


enthusiastically The umivereal thought was expressed that the 





habotashnaya Nooring will be reached at all costs, they will be reunited 
with the beigade, and the brigade will earn the “Guards” titie, 


in the L))9th Rifle Regiment the appeal wee handed over to the agitators, 
wiv read it out loud in all subunite, In thie regiment as well battle 
onditions made meetings impossible, Meetings were held here somewhat 
later, when the landing forees joined the l)3}let Rifle Regiment and the 
sseault detachment of the 55th Guarde Rifle Division. The following spoke 
at the meetings on the occasion of the reunification with Bol ‘shaya Zemlya: 
Major Gasivey [V, F.], Regimental deputy commander for political affairs; 
‘iret battalion deputy commander Comrade Proteenko [A. N.], firet batallion 
party organizer Comrade Shehupenko [8. M.], second battalion deputy com 
mander for political affaire Comrade Sagaydak (CG. A.] and Major Movehovich. 


The army military council addressed a special appeal to the soldiers, 
sergeants and officers of unite operating on Malaya Zemlya.” 


On the oeecasion of the appeal meetings were held in all unite. This 
enhanced the offensive thrust of the personne]. Troope and commanders of 
the 1/6th Red Banner Rifle Division and 834 Red Banner Marine Infantry 


Rattalion attacked (temediately after the meeting and caused great losses to 
the enemy, 


Let us point out that this appeal as well was drafted by us before the 
landine and was dropped on Maiaya Zemlya from the air at the proper time. 


The meetings held in the course of the battle for Novorossiysk helped to 
strengthen the confidence of the personnel in victory, raised their battle 
spirit and atrengthened the offensive thrust o. the troope and commanders. 


‘“reonal Example of Party and Komsomol Members in Battle 


‘he combat spirit of the entire personnel was enhanced most strongly by the 
herolc behavior of party and Komeomol members in combat. They were sent to 
the moet difficult and responsible sectors: they reconnoitered, threw hand 
grenades at tanks, stormed enemy strong points, worked as signalmen, and 
acted ae Bolehevik agitators. One of the sections of the 164th Guards 
Rifle Regiment of the 55th Guards Rifle Division was engaged in street com 
bat \ minefield law ahead. It was impossible either to bypass it or 
disarm the mines. Guards private, party member Man'ko [P. Ye.] stepped 
ahead of the line and shouted: “If I's blown up by a mine, move over ac!” 
ie threw himself forward and died. The detonation exploded several mines. 
The section was able to advance. The soldiers crossed the minefield and 
captured several earth and timber pillboxes. The enemy paid a aetiff price 
for the death of the hero. 


Comrade Yedzovev (1. C.], party organizer of the wpany, 1337th Rifle 
Regiment, headed the assault group. We was the fi: [0 rush into a house, 
which contained 20 faeciet soldiers. As a result of skillful and decisive 
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action, the assault group captured the house and deatroved the entire 


enemy saarriaon 


in Hotylev's detachment, aniper party member Comrade Rubakho [F, Ya.] wae a 
fodel of ourage and lovalty to the party and the people, In the course of 
the landing battles he killed 46 fasciat seldiere and officera. So far his 
combat account sumbersa 3147 destroyed fasciate, 


An enemy machine gunner firing at the Club imeni Stalin, was blocking the 
progresa of the detachment. A fasciat mortar battery was in the same area, 
firing at the bay and hindering the approac! of our ehipa to the shore, 
There was no possibility to silence these {ire positions. Botylev summoned 
Rubakho and said: "“!l order you to move behind the enemy and eliminate 
these fire positions. The assignment is difficult, you may be going to 
your death, Choose your comrades, 


Comrade Rubakho decided to go alone. He hung several antitank grenades on 
himeelf and left. Half an hour later a etrong explosion was heard and the 
enemy's machine gun stood silent. This was followed by the three more 
explosions and submachine gun fire. The enemy mortare were no longer 
firing but Rubakho was not returning either. Everyone believed that he had 
died a hero's death. A couple of hours later the courageous soldier 
returned. His face was scratched and his blouse was torn. Botylev and 
Matyushenko kissed the hero and suggested that he rest. Rubakho sharply 
refused and once again took up his combat duty. 


In the 1339th Rifle Regiment Komsomol member Comrade Farziyev acted with 
particular daring. Surrounded, he wrote the following in Azerbaijani: “If 
1 die know that T fulfilled av duty to the homeland.” When the enemy began 
to preese him and tried to capture him, shouting “Stand from under,” 
Farzivey hurled an antitank erenade at them and, after killing five Krauts 
broke the encirclement. Farzivevy was awarded Order of the Red Banner. 


nnumerable cases of courageous and heroic behavior of party members in 
ittle could be cited. Everyone fought like true Bolsheviks Through 
their behavior the party members Lifted the spirit of the nonparty troops 
ind ied them to the eto, sting of enemy positions. 


The following occurred in the 1339th Rifle Regiment. Red Army man 
Lavarevy was sitting it out in a basement. A wounded party mesber, Comrade 
Konovalov went in. The party member asked: “Why are you aitting here?” 
“| am acared.” Konovalov asked him to bandage his wound. After that, he 
said: “Come with me into battle and ! will teach you how not to be 
afraid.” After that, Red Army man Lazarev fought side by side with the 
party member, showing daring and self-control. 


Here is vet another example. Candidate party member Comrade Babich 
iD. fe.| said to Private Comrade Paviov jA. I.) (Griegor'vev's detachment): 


“Let us rush the house, it has as many as 20 Krauts.” 





"What are you talking about, there two of ue and 20 of them, this te cer- 
tain death,’ Pavlov answered, 


Comrade Babich took grenades and went on. Running out of grenades, he 
came back and asked Pavlov to give him hie. Red Army man Paviov felt 
ashamed and joined his comrade. 


Role of Party Organizers in Battle 


In the course of the battles for Nevoroseiysk the overwhel» ing majority of 
party organizers proved themselves Bolehevik ieaders of the party masses 
and skillful organizers. The party organizers demanded of the party men- 
bers model behavior in combat, giving themselves the example of courage and 
heroiem. 


Comrade Mkrtychev, party organizer of the let company, 1139th Rifle Regi- 
ment, wae the firet to reach the shore held by the enemy and, shouting 
"For the motherland! For the party!” led the troops. He was the first to 
reach the electric power plant and hoist the Red flag on its pediment. 
Thanks to well organized political work, through ite stubbornness in bat- 
tle, the let company earned the love of the entire regimental personnel. 
The company coneisted primarily of Agerbaijanite and Armenians, among whom 
Comrade Mkrtychev enjoyed great prestige. Despite the complexity of the 
circumstances, he provided daily Sovinformbyuro news to the soldiers in 
their native language, extensively popularizing the names of those who had 
distinguished themeelves in battle. 


Let us particularly note the work of Senior Sergeant Valiulin [S. kh.], 
company party organizer in Comrade Grigor'yev's detachment. In breaks 
between battles Comrade Valiulin alwaye found time to talk to the troops. 
Here every party member had been given a party assignment. 


The company was ordered to prepare for assaulting a strong point. It had 
already assaulted it on three separate occasions unsuccessfully. It was 
decided tc set up a group of daredevils and capture the strong point at all 
costs. 


Valiulin gathered the party members. Company commander Senior Lieutenant 
ivanov described the assignment. Every party member volunteered to join 
the assault. The most daring and strongest were chosen. One hour before 
the operation, Valiulin gathered the soldiers. The assault group consisted 
of 11 people, 5 of them party members, headed by Valiulin. The party 
organizer described the significance of the enemy strong point and the 
combat assignment. 


The house was taken by assault. Comrade Valiulin displayed exceptional 
courage. He was the first to rush into the house. The command cited the 
entire group and everyone of its members was nominated for an award. 
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On 15 September the company wae fighting ite way to the elevator. Unex= 
pectedly an enemy machine gun opened fire, shooting at our troops point 
blank. The company took position. Comrade Valiulin crawled to his deputy 
[deputy party organizer), Master Sergeant D'yachenko [8. A.], and told hia 
the following: "The moment the machine gun etops its fire raise your boys 
and run to the bridge.” 


The party organizer himself quickly crawled toward the enemy machine gun, 
A long buraet wounded Valiulin seriously. However, he gatherea his 
strength and, approaching the opening from which the machine gun was 
firing, stopped the fire with hie body. The company ruehed ahead and cap- 
tured the bridge. 


That night Master Sergeant Comrade D'yachenko brought back Valiulin's body. 
The troops parted from their party organizer. The general feeling was 
voiced by Sergeant Konovalov. Over the body of the dead Bolshevik he said: 
"Comrade Valiulin lived and died like a hero. We shall avenge him!" 


That evening talks were held in all subunits on the topic of the exploit of 
the organizer Comrade Valiulin. 


The work of Captain Novgorodekiy [A. F.], party organizer of the party 
bureau of the 1339th Rifle Regiment, 318th Division, is noteworthy. 


Prior to the operation, Comrade Novgorodekiy gave thorough instructions to 
every party organizer and battalion party bureaus, issuing them party 
assignments for the period of battles, whil he himself went to the Ist 
battalion, which was to advance in the main direction. In the battalion he 
gave instructions to the party members, and deployed them among the sub- 
units in such a way that the party's influence would be felt in each sec- 
tion. At the onset of the battle, Novgorodekiy was in the battlelines of 
the unit. In the course of the operations he kept kept constantly in 

touch with the company party organizers, demanding of them adamant work 
with the people. Indeed, party work in these subunits did not abate. As 
instructed by the party organizations, party and Komeomol members voiced 
slogans, hoisted Red flags at the most important areas captured from the 
enemy, and, on behalf of the entire subunit, wrote warm ietters to the 
native places of distinguished troops and commanders. the letters were 
then read to the entire subunit and sent, with the troops’ approval, to the 
relatives of the distinguished troops and commanders. Party members did 
extensive educational work with the nonparty people. in the first two days 
of battle the battalion's party organization accepted 22 people as members. 


Comrade Novgorodskiy paid great attention to promptly replacing party 
organizers taken out of the ranks. On 10 and 11 September five company 
party organizers and one battalion party organizer were taken out of the 
ranks. All of them were promptly repiaced with new party organizers who 
were given instructions by Comrade Novgorodskiy, who also gave them steady 
practical assistance. 
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In the course of the battles for Novorossiysk company, battalion and 
regimental party organizers were the closest assistante of the commanders. 
They guided the agitators, held talke, controlled the publication of 
“combat leaflets,” aud mounted attacks leading the masses. Those days tens 
of party organizere died, sacrificing their lives for the homeland. 


Nonparty Bolaheviks Took the Place of Party Members 


The party members earned the great love of all Red Army men and commanders. 
The best among the privates, sergeants and officere joined the party, 
replacing casualties among party membere. 


In the course of the preparations for battle, over 100 people were accepted 
a8 party gembers at the 1339th Rifle Regiment; another 30 were accepted in 
the course of the battles. All in all, from 1 to 16 September 161 members 
of the regiment joined the party. 


On 12 September the 290th Regiment NKVD fought ite most serious battle. 
That day the fasciste counterattacked eight times. At the critical moment 
a number of troops and commanders in the battalion submitted petitions for 
party membership. The declarations of the soldiers stated: "We are 
fighting while totally surrounded. Superior enemy forces are continuously 
counterattacking. We have sworn to the homeland to take Novorossiysk and 
we shall honor our oath. I request the party organization to consider me a 
party member." 


A total of 83 troops and commanders in the bactalion submitted petitions 
for party membership. 


Role of the Political Department in Organizing the Victory 


In the course of the preparations of the personnel for the combat operation 
and during the battle the political department of the large units played an 
exceptionally important role. As instructed by the army political depart- 
ment, with the help of our representatives, all political departments 
drafted detailed plans for political support of the battle. In the politi- 
cal department of the 20th Landing Rifle Corps my deputy Lieutenant Colonel 
Kulik [P. T.! ad corps political department chief, Colonel Ryzhov [A. I.] 
held a confe’ wce before the beginning of the battle with the heads of the 
political departments of large units and deputy unit commanders. Specific 
instructions were issued at the conference on party-political work in the 
period of preparations for combat and during the battle itself. 


Great attention was paid to the deployment of the party political appara- 
tus. The political department personnel were assigned to regiments and 
battalions, where together with the deputy commanders for political affairs 
and the party organizers, in turn, they deployed the party-political forces 
by subunit. In the 3d battalion of the 8th Guard Rifle Brigade the bat- 
talion party bureau members were deployed as follows: party member Comrade 








Gukasov [M. A.], 7th company; party member Comrade Zaboryanskiy [N. G.], 
automatic weapons company: party member Comrade Matus'yan, 9th company; 
and party member Comrade Ryaboshapko (A. &.), mortar company. Specific 
inatructions were issued to all these membere of the party bureau, both for 
the period of preparation and combat. The party organizer and battalion 
deputy commander for political affairs reserved the right to choose their 
own esubunite, i.e., to be wherever the circumetances would be moet complex. 


In the regiments and battalions, the politica) c+ partment pereonnel moved 
from company to company, helping the party organisers, agitators, party 
bureau member and deputy commanders. Frequentiy political department 
workers had to correct errors made by company commandere and give them 
practical assistance. 


Communications with the 8th company of the 5th Guard Rifle Brigade were 
broken. Company commander Guards Captain Galkin [N. A.] failed to take 
decisive measures to restore them. Guards Captain Chekanskiy [E. A.], 
political department senior instructor for organizational party work, 
intervened and helped to quickly restore communications. 


As required by the circumstances, the political department personnel 
personally joined the battle and led the masses with their courage. 


In combat order of the lst Rifle Battalion, when the troops were flattened 
down by a hail of enemy fire, through their personal example, shouting "For 
the homeland! Forward!" senior instructors of the political department of 
the 8lst Marine Infantry Battalion, Captains Demishkin [G. A.] and 
Shevchuk [S. P.], and Senior Lieutenant Zakharenko [I. G.], battalion 
deputy commander for political affairs, led the troops to the attack and 
carried out the combat assignment. 


An exceptional amount of work was done by the political department of the 
318th Rifle Division. On the night of 11 September its virtually entire 
apparatus landed together with the 1337th Rifle Regiment and conducted 
party-political work directly among the units. 


In accordance with army political department instructions, the political 
department personnel of the large units, together with our representatives 
and the unit personnel, thoroughly checked the readiness of the personnel 
for combat in each subunit, prior to the battle. Major shortcomings were 
discovered and immediately eliminated. in the course of the operations the 
political workers tirelessly controlled the supply of the troops with 
ammunition, food and medicines, and immediately took measures to eliminate 
shortcomings. The political personnel of the large units and the amny 
political department played an exceptionally important role in providing 
prompt information about the battle circumstances, the needs of the troops 
and party-political work. The military council, army political department 
and political departments of large units reacted immediately to the short 
notes written straight from the battlefieid and took measures to supply the 
units with everything necessary. 
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The political department personnel of the 69th Rifle Division played a 
major organizing role. They were always in the unite and in combat gave 
practical ald to the party's political organs. The political department 
personnel of the division were deployed ae follows: Captain Arutyunyan 
[G. Kh.], tnetructor in organizational party work, 526th Rifle Regiment; 
agitator Major Davtyan [B. N.], 390th Rifle Regiment; and agitator Captain 
Saakyan V. M.)], 400th Rifle Regiment. All these comrades proved them- 
selves courageous people and good organizers. 


An educational method such as divisional citation of distinguished troops, 
sergeants and officers was extensively applied in this large unit. Exten- 
sive political work was done in all units on the basis of such orders. 
Every soldier and commander tried to be noted in the citations and fought 
sparing no efforts. The commander's orders were issued both on the 
occasion of people who had particularly distinguished themselves, as well 
as the seizure of a settlement. Thus, for example, an order was issued in 
connection with the liberation of Verkhnebakanskiy. 


The chiefs of political departments of large units particularly distin- 
guished themselves in the course of the preparations for and the combat 
operations. There were in constant communication with all party political 
organs and took prompt measures to provide practical aid. Lieutenant 
Colonel Tikhostup [A. M.], chief of the political department of the 318th 
Rifle Division, was with the landing forces. 


All chiefs of political departments of large units were recommended for 
government awards for their skillful organization of political support of 
the battle and individual combat qualities displayed. 


The work of the army political department was rated highly by the military 
council. Twenty one of our personnel were presented with government 
awards. 


As part of the battle order of landing and field units, the army political 
department personnel provided live practical guidance to the party politi- 
cal organs. They helped to organize the victory, displaying their »ersonal 
strength. Many of our workers had to assume the command of subunits and 
operate while encircled by the enemy. For an entire day Major Movshovich 
commanded the lst battalion of the 1339th Rifle Regiment. Major Dzhabua 
ID. A. assumed t wand of several companies as their commanders became 
casualties. For ‘fajors Matyushenko [D. I.] and Novik were sur- 
rounded by the enemy, uding scattered groups of soldiers. Captain 
Konstantinov [G. F.] ra.aied a group of dispersed troops, fought to the 
last cartridge, and then led the entire group (as many as 90 people) out of 
the encirclement. The following were always in th. combat order and acted 
with their words and weapons: Major Klyunenko, Major Arzumanyan [A. A.], 
Captain Pavelko, Captain Vaytsman [B. I.], Captain \urkin [G. N.], and 
others. Many of our people died those days, having sacrificed their lives 
for the homeland for the party. 











Thanks to the fact that the leadership provided by the party political 
organs was through contiauing live contacts, we had in all units a well- 
organized party-political work during combat. 


The personnel of the army and large-unit political departments were of 
great help to the command and the army medical facilities in the evacuation 
of the wounded. All political departments dealt with such matters on a 
daily basis. In the course of the battles tor Novorossiysk the army 
medical units displayed exceptional maneuverability. A surgicul ward was 
set up among the ruins of the Proletariy Plant, working under constant 
artillery-mortar enemy fire and air raids. A medicai center was set up in 
the building of the semi-destroyed electric power planc. The wounded were 
taken to the shore, loaded on launches under enemy [tire and sent to 
Bol'shaya Zemlya. The same method was used to evacuate the wounded from 
Malaya Zemlya as well. In all such matters party political workers were of 
great help. 


The sucessful operation gave us experience. 1t taught party political 
workers to act under the conditions of a difficult landing battle. This is 
@ guarantee of the fact that in future combat che party political workers 
of our army will be able to fire up with even greater skills the masses of 
soldiers, sergeants and officers, and succeed in meeting combat assignments 
under all, even most complex, circumstances. 

Chief of the 18th Army Political Department Col L. Brezhnev 

Original copy 

TsAMO SSSR, archive 371, list 6,386, file 2la, sheets 94-106 


Abbreviations [Russian text only] 


A--army morsbr (msbr)--marine rifle brigade 
aap--army artillery regiment NVMB--Novorossiysk Naval Base 
gap--howitzer artillery regiment ogabr BM--separate howitzer artillery 
gv .--Guards brigade, heavy artillery 
gsd--mountain rifle division osb. rate rifle brigade 
GMCh--Guards rocket-launcher units pd=—ini ry d.virion 

(rocket artillery) Poarm--army political departme: | 
gsk--mountain rifle corps Podiv--division political deparment 
dsk--landing rifle corps RGK--supreme command reserve 
iptap--antitank artillery sbr--rifle brigade 

regiment sd--rifile division 
kbmp--Red Banner marine infantry sp--rifle regiment 

regiment sp NKVD--rifle regiment of the 
ksd--Red Banner rifle division People's Commissariat of Internal 
mp--mortar regiment Affair: 
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rot afehive documente on the heroet. defenee of Malaya femiya see 
KOM'NIST No 7, 1078 
Refe ence to the 755th Marine infantry brigade Black Sea Fieet., 
} Heference to the 290th Rifle Regiment of the People's Commissariat of 
of internal Affaire, 
. See VOYENNO-ISTORICHESKIY 12, 1979, pp 42-45. 
see KOMMUNIST No 7, 1978, pp 107-108 
‘ Lommander of 1339th Rifle Regiment, 
hiel of etaff of the 290th Regiment NKVD. 
° ee KOMMUNIST No 7, 1978, pp 108-109, 
7) See document } of thie publication, 








IN THE SINGLE PORMATION OF THE HOMELAND'S DEFENDER: 

Moscow KOMMUNIST in Ruesian No 7, May 80 pp 63-5 

|\Article by A. Kosygin, member of the CC CPSU Politburo and chairman of the 
USSR Couneil of Minietere!) 

Text! it te 35 veare since the rout of erman ftasciem, which personified 
imperialiem’'s moet brutal, thuggiaeh forces The Soviet people's expioit is 
great and immortal. 

he Patriotic War vyeare are receding further ifther into the past. The 
Soviet people's victory in that war will go down in hist forever a8 an 


xtremely great event that had 4 tremendous inf luenc 
development. The Creat Patriotic War 
memory as a vivid example of Soviet people's 
, and it was 4 etern of the da 
and momic sevyetem, which are based on 
produc tion, The victory in that war demonstrated 
eatrength, invincibility and tremendous defense sigh’ 
that there is no force in the world capable of 
priving the working people of their great 


ia eneraved 


courage teat iyabiiity 


er SUL Lae 


The war against e fascist invadere was 4 real people's war. At the par- 
ty's call and under its leadership, Soviet people rose as one to fight the 
enemy Millions of men and hundreds ot 146 4NnGe f women joined the ranks 
of the field army. Behind the front line, on the territory temporarily 

OVC | upied dv the enemy, hundrede of thousands f patriots fought the otrug- 
gie against the fascist invaders as member: f partisan detachments and 
underground groups. In the Soviet rear the working clase, kolkhoz peasant- 
ry and intelligentsia forged weapons for our army a plied it with com- 
bat materiel, food and equipment. The party’ slogan “Everything for the 
Front, Everything for Victory!” be the law of Soviet people's life. 

The efforts of working people in the rear, which were of unparalleled self- 
leseness and heroien served 4 singié¢ Ton * rout the hated enemy. 
“Enduring extreme trials,” Comrade | R as noted, “Soviet people 
lefended the motherland’s honor and ndepende e, defended the gains of 
<tober and the auee Viadimir ii enit Gqueathed " , 


forever 


general world 
the people's 
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structure 

the means of 

® eocialiet state's 
The victory showed 
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reversing history and de- 
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Ne Viet Fe onom © the Eve of the was 


sr prewar fiveevear plane were 4 peried of vietetious sc iaiiaet building, 
| * jese than 2VU vyeare ta carry out Lenin's behest on turning Russia of 
the few econemic pelicy tate 4 eeclaliaet Russia 


cialliet tadusetrialisgation was being implemented at 4 rapid rate Indue= 
trial preduction wae increasing by an average of 1/ percent per year, and 
production of @eane of preduction by 21 percent. As early a8 the end of 
the second Five-Year Plan the Seviet Union had atta'ned second place in the 
world and firet place in Burope in terme of the volume of industrial pro- 
wuction, thereby outetripping such industrially develope’ countries as 
Britain, Prance and Germany, and had considerably closed the gap on the 
United States, 


The proportion of machine building and metalworking in the total volume of 
i dustrial production had increased substantially. Machine tool building, 
enere) and transport machine building and the electrical induetry had been 
greatly developed. The output of equipment for the metallurgical and other 
sectore of heavy industry had increased Agricultural machine building and 
tractor building had been considerably developed. “oter vehicle production 
and aircraft eanufacturinge were organized. Great successes were scored in 
such important sectore a6 the power tnduetry, ferrous and nonferrous setal- 
iurgy and the oll-extraction, petroleum-refining and ehemical taduetriese., 

rapidly developed traneport system get the sational economy's traneporta- 
tion neede and substantially increased the economy's silitary sobilization 
potent i a] 

ialiet induetrializat » fundamentally changed the material and techni 
a. bane f agricultural production Implementation of Lenin's cooperative 
plan had resulted in the victory of the kolkhoe system. A new clase--the 
kolkhor peasantry--had emerged in the countryside. The alliance of workers 
and peasants--the foundation of our state's political and economic sight-- 
nad atrenathened etill further. 
An extremely important result of the fulfiliament of the prewar five-year 
piane wae the “plete surmounting of the socialist economy's dependence on 
imported industrial equipment and raw materiale. Under the conditions of 
the hoetile capital encirclement, the Sowiet Union's consolidation of its 
economic independence wae tremendously important for the constant devel op- 
ment of all sectore of the national economy at 4 rapid rate, aw espectaliy 
for increasing and strengthening ite defense capability 


The new conetruction work carried out on 4 large scale in the prewar years 
considerably improved the location of production forces and gade it possi- 
bie te reate modern qultisectorial induetry in the east of the country. 

The ecm irea, eapecialliv of grain crops and cotton, was increased there. 
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st the beginnifne the waf the faeciaet ary wae subet jf te the »Seviet 


Art in terme of the quafhitity of many types Of @liltary hardware in @tub 
bern defeneive fiahtifna, Our treepe were forced to retreat, sustaining 
gfeat loeeee of Ganpower and equipment it wae necessary to reorganite our 


economy if af extremely short time, piace tt on 4 war footing and mobilise 
the eountery'’s resources wore fully for the production of combat hardware. 


hy a int decision of the alleuwnien Communiet Party (Belehevik) | VEP(b)] 
Centra, Committee, USUR Supreme Seviet Presidium and USSR Council of Peo- 
pblie’'s Commiseeare |Sovnarkom!), a4 State Defenee Committee headed by 

} stalin wae formed 10 Jute 194) Pull power wae vested in 4 single 
fean that waited the efforts of front and rear, promptiy took decisions 
md rapidly implemented them. 


he Communiet Party Central Compittee, State Defense Committee and USSR 
Sovnarkom evetematically gsonitored the course of the whole military reor- 
ganieation of the economy, and inetructed the people's commissartate and 
party and eoviet organe at local levels to mobilize unused reserves sore 
uli ud eliminate the shortcomings in their work gore ewiftiy. To 
strengthen party leadership of the economy, the sectorial sections were 
strengthened in the union republic central committees, kraykoms, obkome 

and gortome Party oreanigatione in large enterprises and conetruction 
projects were headed by VEP(b) Central Committee party organizers. Machine 
and tractor etation and sovkhos political sections were formed. 


he forme and methods of plan .eadership of the national economy changed 
durine the war and centralization in the administration of the economy was 


etrengt hened The rapidly changing situation on the front and the need to 
take prompt and flexible decisions caused an increase in the role of cur- 
rent planning uarterly, monthly and 10-day national economic plans were 
the gain form of planning in wartime. The mobilization nat ional-economic 
plan for the third quarter of 1941 outlined the considerable growth of coal 
at extraction, the production of pig iron and quality steel and the 
eroduction of ferrous getale and getal-cutting aachine tools. it vas plen- 


ned to double the production of special types of rolled getal products. 
apital conetruction was confined to a etrictiy laid down number of shock 
projects The defense industry was supplied with manpower as 4 matter of 
priority Meial, coal, electricity and equipment vere reallocated in favor 


f wilitary producti 


mid-August 941 the VEP(b) Central Committee and USSR Sownarkos adopted 
a new silitary economic plan for the fourth quarter of 1941 and for 1942 in 
the regione of the Volga, the Jrais,. West Siberia, Yazakhetan and Central 


Ania it envisaged extensive deve ment of induetrial conetruction in the 
easatern regions ' the untry,. the rebasine there and accelerated commis 
sioning enterorieea ‘rom the ff ron ine gone. i reaeed sroduction of 
immamet wepunition, tanke, aircraft, metal. 11 and gasoline, and ex- 


part ‘ @ain railread terminals, etationse and tracka 
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bpeodpie who were leavise wit heir enterprises, to accommodate them in the 
Hew Lace mad te help them to settie Pryvacuat ior efterea operated at 
the me railroad setations ‘ received and diaepatched the train iocade of 
peopie afd organized catering and @edicéi services he hain of evacua 
' ' enter tretched for thoveandea Of &iliometere from the froente-line 
faiiaroad atation in the aouti ang weat of the country ti raat * ibertia, 
Aa@aekhetan and Central Aatia 
‘ ' | i tire inti 
° . eT ; ire } fa Pops 
1 ried of the reat Patriot wal 
ore are res ata ; the evacuation of industrial ent rpr ia snd the 
puia i rom ‘ inera and Moecow he reaidente tf Leningrad and the 
ted there began to be shipped ut in Jul 194 By the end of 
Aus " ii zg enterprises, inciucing part f the kirover! and 
ante’ equipment, had been diemantied and sent deep into the 
rear " sore than 600,000 peopie had been moved out When the eituation 
eningrad front deteriorated, ships of the Northweet River Steamship 
ine were aia eniietec tor the evacuat io with the end of navigation, it 
<a lec ide itinue the evacuation of the population along the ice 
wt h has gore wh if stor ae the road of iife.” Under the cold 
#4 et itione it wa very difficult to take the hunger weakened people 
t ke sdoea and then | sus OF ope! ruck along the ice path 
act adog#ga to the eastern shore of the Lake At the evacuation centers 
Tea req thers ' he receive the neceesary fto0d end, atter 4 aehort reet, 
wer: roac deep into the ountry The State Defense Committee 
re wed ree) ing 500,00 ‘ en out : J nerad. Under 
rif more tnan nai 4 wiilion peo; i« and huge quant ities of in- 
lai equi pm and iatoricail sasseetea vere Soved out of Len inerad ac toes 
ake Ladoga and transoorted the rear between 27 January and 
“ A | 
wit an en * | Dr——ine tnroug ur detenees near Moscow if @ single 
TTT the f 1961 the faeciet — 4 oncentrated great forces 
, Ww aa mangerous #1 tuati wa reated The tate De 
‘ mitts . eva ‘ i, Getense piants rom Moscow and 
Mo ak " vaa aut As t lead thie work. m 4 November 
4 . th ort ra wamittee that about 0 ma‘or indus- 
tria ‘ : VUZ's, resear: and design institutes, iibdraries 
’ 2 in eae ; ner : : & id bes } tea 
} r . eT scuat . ; ct ft ay that 
: a the t rea f — 
es , € ws , . J pe i ths hrous put ‘ 
- 4 ‘ ’ 4 . ’ 4 spared with 
re. — iad worker ; 2 . x ft tit ‘ 








weer : 4 


* 
— tta 
2 —— ” ‘ peal 
Poy om re area rhe 
Tire 
; i @e 
tant ‘ ; 
J F 
Aa 
: +. ; . 
» she J 
Yes ‘ { ? } 
arr is in 
wan ; ia 
>> ‘ rer - ’ 7. 
"mT oF ‘ J J J 
J at > 
‘a rt J 1 J st 3 
J J — 
: . J — 
— * 
J X W 
F ss : 
snd é 
M ia | 
™ J s J 
mt we 
; A) a 
F * 
1 
| 
> a 
J 
J J 
J 


peo} 


J 


fer? : 


J 
J 
. 
tf 
iT} 
at 
eral « 
' 
i 
oT — 
sage 
's 





‘ Bet 


a gat i ; ei ‘ faneportesc 
rs at aii eopi« , ferries 
rae ‘ ‘ ‘ : aune 
le " ee out te 
ea work + p " ‘ neer enemy 
alivy ’ ‘ ‘ repubd- 
‘ ; save ati Mepor- 
rhe oO} ’ e® evacuation 
x) ra . six 
X roas ’ rhe 
ane my ‘ peopie and 
4 whit 
' ebasé mn toe east was 
six mont ‘ -vacuation 
r i194 ‘ inued in 
w of fe , " gan in the 
r n " was emaller 


he 6 . ‘ an ale of transe- 
nat if 


th Caucasus main railroad. 
4 ; — a J ‘4 3 te 
ere move ” é ’ J 4 rt 
aft 4 4 - : the Ural By» 
set 1 and Kazaihetan 
a. . iviation ana 
7, . - a7 J J J i= [ J F 4 
ine , ‘ ‘ ‘ , ‘ quiprent 
. ’ 
" r ’ ‘ tT : nnev i 
Tl? ‘ vw ; 4 i’ ssands of 
J — — J 
© ra 4 : ' . 
ai) sh 
- » . 
< 





+m, he €asn O Peveas.ng induetry in the east, it wae necessary to come 
Mission the evacuated enterprises aa awiftly ae poseibile, especially those 
of Military eignificanee. All thie work wae carried out with the active 
participation of local party and soviet organs. Often, preparations to 
receive the (trains carrying equipment and workers would already be proceed- 
ing while the trains were still on their way to their destination. Not 
only production areas, but aleo housing for the working people and their 
families were prepared In most cases the enterprises that moved to the 
east were inatalled on the sites of unfinished plante and individual shops 
* sited in various sonproduction or subsidiary premises--warehouses and 
bases Many @ajor enterprises had to be sent to largely undeveloped areas 
‘maloobshityye). 


The restoration of the enterprises toon place under hard winter conditions. 
here wae 4 shortage of manpower, materials and construction equipment. To 
accelerate the commissioning of enterprises, permission was given to con- 

struct temporary-type production buildings, designed for short-term use. 

Workers, engineers and employees became construction workers, installations 
workere, loaders and laborers. Old steam locomotives were adapted to heat 
the shops and for industr‘tal purposes, and primitive stoves were installed 


tor people. People lived in tents, barely heated huts and dugouts, some- 
times went short of food, and did not get enough sleep. The work went on 
around the clock Without waiting for the construction of shops to be com- 


pleted, the workers of the evacuated enterpr ‘s would sometimes install 

equipment under the open eky, begin producing output needed by the front. 
Some 5,800 metalworking machine toole and a great quantity of other equip- 
ment from Leningrad's Kirovekiy Plant were installed ic an unroofed build- 


ing in Chelyabinsk in three weeks.As early cs October 1941 heavy tanks pro- 
duced by the AKirovekiy Piant workers were \apatched to the front and took 
part in the rout of the fascist tt Ope neal Mosc Ow. just six-eignt weeks-- 


that was the average time it took for enterprises transferred to the east 
to be compiseioned. 


The majestic operation to move production forces eastward was a forced 
measure, necessitated by the extremely unfavorable situation on the front. 
At th.» same time it was an extremely important element in successfully 
piacing our economy on 4 war footing and insured the rapid buiidup of mili- 
tary economic potentia.. 


The Main Arsenal of the Fror 

The grimmest and most critical period of our war economy was July-December 
L941. ‘Toss industrial output had decreased 1.9 times and the output of 
rolied terrous metals--the foundation of military industry--3.1 times, pro- 
duction of the ballbearings needed to manufacture ircraft, tanks and 
irtillery had decreased 21 times, and production of rolled nonferrous 

metal without which military production is impossible, had almost ceased 


entire However, a Aa resuit 


the tremendous eiforts made by the whole 
Soviet people, the decline in industrial prcduction was halted as early as 
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‘he war wae a time for boid and originai organizational, economic and tech- 
nical descisteas, of justified production risk, of the abandonment of many 
Customary working methode and at the same time of a great upsurge of cre- 

ative thinking by scientists, designers, engineers and workers. It can be 


said of many ecientific and technical solutions of those years that they 
were worid firate. 


For inatance, for the first time in world practice, sand molds were re- 
placed by metal molds in the casting of large steel parts in the tank in- 
duatry, thanks to which labor expenditure was halved. The heat treatment 
of parte by meane of high-frequency current, first used in our country, 
played a great role in the progress of tank building. It made it possible 
to increase the hardness and wear resistance of parts and to sharply reduce 
the heat treatment time. The replacement of manual welding of tank armor 
by automatic welding, implemented under the leadership of Acad Ye. 0. Paton 
was of tremendous importance for improving tank production. Neither our 
enemies, for whom the entire arsenal of Europe worked, nor our allies, who 
had highly developed industry, were ever able before the very end of the 
war to robot-weld tanks, and on production lines at that. But our tank 
industry was able to do this under the incredibly complex conditions of the 
beginning of the war. Our tank builders developed and successfully started 
up production of the T-%4 tank turret by the drop-forging method. Rapid 
technical progress typified all sectors of the military industry. 


lt ie characteristic that labor productivity in the defense sectors in- 
creased ouch more rapidly than in the national economy as a whole. Labor 
productivity throughout industry increased 43 percent between May 1942 and 
May 1945, but 121 percent in the defense sectors. 


According to the USSR Gosplan figures, in 1941-1945 our military produced 
142,800 aircraft, 110,300 tanks and self-propelled artillery mountings and 
923,500 artillery pieces. In 1941-1944 Hitler's Germany produced 78,900 

raft, 53,000 tanks and self-propelled artillery mountings and 170,100 
artillery pieces. 


ur aircraft designers and manufacturers created fighters and bombers which 
vad high specifications and performance. I will recall just one type of 
aircraft--the IL-2 ground-attack aircraft, nicknamed "The Flying Tank" by 
yur idiers The fascists called it “the black death.” No country of the 


world had warplanes with the kind of specifications the IL-2 had. In all, 
during the war years, 25 types of new or modernized aircraft and 23 types 
f air engines were assimilated and put into series production. While at 
the time of the attack on our motherland, fascist Germany had considerably 
more aircraft of the latest type thn we did, in 1942 the Soviet aviation 
industry had already outstripped the German industry in terms of the pro- 
duction of the most modern aircraft. From the summer of 1943 air superior- 
ity shifted compietely to Soviet aviation. 


ve Soviet heavy and medium tanks, especially the renowned I-34, and self 
propeilied artiiiery were superior not just to the erman, but to all 


ore igr ma ne — 1 similar clags 











The quality of firepower of artillery and email arms rose constantly. Qne 
major achievement of the Soviet defense industry was the mass production of 
rocket launcherse=<cthe famous ‘Katyushas.” Like models of combat hardware 
for all other categories of troops, new types of [artillery] weapons were 
aleo created in record time. I will cite a typical example: The 152 mm 
howitver that gave an excellent account of itself during the war was 
designed and manufactured in just 18 days in 1943, and mass production of 
it was started up within six weeks. 


When considering the work of our defense industry during this time, it 
should be stressed that, despite incredibly hard conditions, the Soviet 
Union independently, from its own resources, provided its army with all the 
necessary technically superb weapons of warfare. Of course, the allies’ 
deliveries of military materials to us had a certain importance, but by no 
“e to the extent that bourgeois propaganda makes out. The volume of 
d eries to the Soviet Union from the United States and Britain in rela- 
tio. o our own production in the USSR was no more than 12 percent for air- 
craft, 10 percent for tanks and 2 percent for artillery. Deliveries of 
t at size certainly could not have an substantial influence on the course 
of the war. It must be noted that the deliveries themselves were not 
always made at the times when our country was experiencing the direct need 
for specific types of combat hardware, and the equipment's combat charac- 
teristics often left something to be desired. The equipment delivered to 
us included many obsolete models of tanks and aircraft that were constantly 
inferior to the Soviet models and so could be used only for secondary 
military tasks. 


All Sectors in a Single Formation 


Military production required tremendous fuel and electricity resources. 

The strain on the fuel balance was exacerbated by the temporary loss of the 
Donbass and the Moscow basin, the end of oil extraction on fields in 
Krasnodarskiy Kray and its halving in the Grozno region. In 1942 deliver- 
ies of all types of fuel to the national economy were less than half what 
they had been in 1940. During this period the military industry had prior- 
ity in fuel supplies. The shortage of coal and oil was partly compensated 
for by wood and peat. The north, northwest and central railroads, many 
industrial enterprises and municipal services in most cities were converted 
to wood as fuel. 


But, of course, coal and oil remained the chief types of fuel. Fuel and 
energy resources were increased by expanding the coal bases in the east-- 
the Kuzbass, Karaganda, the Urals--and b, resuming mining in the restored 
mines of the Moscow basin and later the Donbaes. During the war oil men 
opened up deposits in the Volga region, Bashkiria and Kazakhstan, which 
made it possible to considerably expand the extraction and refining of it. 
Large heat and power stations, mostly sited in the immediate vicinity of 
fuel deposits, were rapidly constructed in the east. The capacities of 
existing power stations were expende« 
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During the war years ferrous metallurgy capacities in the eastern regions 
increased almot 60 percent and output increased more than 50 percent. The 
range changed substantially. Solving a number of extremely complex techno- 
logical problems, the metallurgists of the Urals and Siberia organized pro- 
duction of armor and alloy steel in ordinary open-hearth furnaces, rolled 
armor plate in blooming mille and ferroallova in blast furnaces. In the 
first year of the war alone the Magnitogorsk Combine started up production 
of more than 40 new brands of steel, and the Zlatoust Plant, production of 
163 brands of quality steel. Production of quality steel reached the pre- 
war level as early as 1942, and subsequently substantialy surpassed it. 
Nonferrous metallurgy also developed intensively, making up for the losses 
that took place at the beginning of the war and considerably increasing che 
production volume. 


Major chemical industry enterprises were commissioned in the east and 
rapidly increased the output of strategic raw materials. 


There were no secondary sectors in the work to support the front. Every 
element of the economy was important and the coordinated work of the whole 
war economy depended on successful activity by each element. The war 
sharply increased the variety of forms and methods of using wood and timber 
products, which were a most important strategic raw material. From the 
tirst days of the war the timber industry began to make a great contribution 
to augmenting the country's war economy potential. 


The transport workers made an enormous contribution to the victory. The 
maximum concentration of efforts and resources on decisive sectors of 
transportation, the centralization of the sector's management, the stren- 
uous labor, frequently involving a risk to life, of the workers and 
employees employed in the sector insured the successful solution of all 
the task facing transport. I have noted the imposing work which the trans- 
port workers performed in transferring to the rear many hundreds of enter- 
prises and millions of Soviet people while at the same time resolving the 
very important task of insuring troop shipments. For the successful imple- 
mentation of defensive and offensive operations transport uninterruptedly 
delivered military units, armaments, ammunition, material, fuel and rations 
to the front and carried the wounded to the rear. The railroads trans- 
ported almost 20 million cars carrying troops and over 5 million cars 
carrying the wounded, medical personnel and medical supplies during the 
war. During the war Soviet transport had to carry out a large amount of 
difficult work in delivering national economic freight. Difficulties were 
caused not only by the deterioration of transport's material and technical 
base, but also by the increase in the average freight flow run caused by 


the big changes in the location of production forces. 

We assess highly, at its worth, the exploit accomp.tshed during the war by 
the workers of the Soviet countryside. Millions of kolkhoz members went to 
the front and into industry. Agriculture handed over its best tractors and 


motor vehicles and a considerable proportion of the horse population for 








military needs. | the tirst period of the war it received neither trac- 
' 


tors nor other equipment. Agricuiture s production po ential was approxi- 
mately halved by comparison with the prewar level, which was caused by the 
temporary occupation of regions which were very important for the produc- 


tion of grain, industrial crops, meat and milk. 


One of the main avenues of development of agricultural production in war- 
time was the expansion of sown areas in the eastern regions. The raising 
of the yield and increase in gross grain hat ‘ts was agriculture'’s central 
task during the war. The rural workers wed additional areas with grain 


over and above the plan, the entire harvest from which was handed over to 
Red Army stocks. The kolkhoz members sent transport trains carrying 
various products to the industrial cities over and above the compulsory 
deliveries to the state. 


In the countryside it was mainly women, old people and adolescents who bore 
the brunt of crop farming work in the war years. Soviet peasant women, 
taking the place of the men who had left for the front, drove tractors, 
combines and motor vehicles themselves, headed teams and links, livestock 
farms and kolkhozes and sovkhozes. In many regions, experiencing an acute 
dearth of agricultural machinery, they brought in the harvest with sickles 
and plowed the earth using bulls and cows as draft animals and on occasion 
drew the plows themselves. In 1944 the production of agricultural equip- 
ment was resumed and it began to be delivered to the kolkhozes and sov- 
khozes. The war was a severe trial of the vitality of the kolkhoz system 
and all the Soviet peasantry's spiritual strength. The rural workers 
emerged honorably from this trial. Socialist agriculture, withstanding all 
the hardships of the war, coped with the tasks set it and supplied the army 
and urban population with food. 


The subsidiary farms created by the industrial enterprises and the expan- 
sion of areas sown to potatoes and vegetables in the workers’ and 
employees’ collective and individual kitchen gardens were a ma‘or addition- 
al source of foodstuffs. 


The war diverted millions of skilled workers from production. The commu- 
nist party and the Soviet state performed a large amount of organizational 
work to enlist additional manpower to social production. 


Many former cadre workers who had retired on pension returned to the 
plants, factories, new construction sites and transport in the very first 
months of the war, hundreds of thousands of housewives came, taking over 
the jobs of their husbands, fathers and brothers--at lathes, in the mines 
and at timber procurement sites. Soviet women, performing hard work, 
freqently by no means woman's work, selflessly bore all the hardships and 
adversities of wartime. In the great nationwide war against the fascist 
invaders they displayed striking courage magnanimity, devotion to the 
motherland, heartfelt responsiveness and kindness. 
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LENIN'S PARTS INSPTRER AND ORGANIZER OF VICTORY 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 60-72 


‘Article by Army Gen A. Yepishev, chief of the Main Political Administra- 
tion of the Soviet Army and Navy] . 


[Text] 1 


The grandiose exploit of the Soviet people who defended, in the course of 
an unparalleled fierce struggle against fascism, the freedom and indepen- 
dence of their fatherland and the gains of socialism, is becoming ever 
fuller and clearer with every year separating us from the difficult period 
of the Great Patriotic War. This was a truly unparalleled heroic struggle 
for the fate of che new, socialist system. It was a struggle for strength- 
ening the base of the world revolutionary process, and in defense of social 
progress and human civilization. 


No single state could have withstood the power of the blow struck at the 
viet state. However, our people, and the troops of the Soviet Army and 
Navy, headed by the communist party, withstood and, subsequently, defeated 
the strong and insidious enemy. How perspicacious V. I. Lenin was when he 
said that, "A people the majority of whose workers and peasants have found 

out, felt and seen that they are defending their own Soviet system--the 
system of the working people--that they are defending a cause whose victory 
will give them and their children the possibility to enjoy all the benefits 
of culture and all the accomplishments of ‘uman labor will never be 
defeated" ("Poln. Sobr. Soch.” [Complete Co.lected Works], Vol 38, p 315). 


In the Great Patriot War there was no sector in the struggle against 

verman fascism or matter which was not in the party's field of vision or 
imbued with the party's genius and will. The party made full use of the 
objective possibilities for the defense of the Soviet homeland, created as 
the result of the implementation of the Leainist plan for the building of 
socialism--the industrialization of the country, agricultural collectiviza- 
tion, cultural revolution and solution of the national problem. 


e communist party is the battle vanguard of our people, their collective 
leader. * is guided in all its activities by the Marxist-Leninist 
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it ipgprading the political training and combat akilla of the 
r ivy wit leading party cadres, party jempe! we re Mmaaigned to 
the arm forces a8 political fighters They ralited the troops itn combat 
1 throu; the word of the party and their personal example inspired them 
exploits in the name of the homeland. All in all, fror liv te 
Jecember 1941, by part Central Committee de sion, 60,000 party members 
rh mM, Komsomol members were assigned to the tront as politi i! 


eresting is the party's approach to resolving the problem of the 

wt! { party ranks in wartime conditions. Here the main attention was 
nm reinforcing them with the most distinguished soldiers. The 

miliar decisions of the CC VKP(b) of 1941 simplified conditions through 


“ iers who had distinguished themselves in combat could be accepted 


ngethening of the vanguard role of the party members was the most 
rac t ic feature of all the measures taken by the Central Committee 


t edeployment of party forces. By the end of 1941 there were 
1G, arty members serving in the army and navy, or over double the 
me mbet n the eve of the war. The number of primary party organiza- 


ibled as well. fhe Komsomol organizations were the combat assis- 
tant mmanders and party organizations. 


nning of the war the party's Central Committee reorganized all 
1k WOTK. in terms of content and ways and means it became more 
at ind concrete, mobilizing the troops, partisans and clandestine 
worker t yvorking people in the rear for the solutiot f problems of 
iring the deteat of the faaecist invaders. 


his w the tirst time in the party's history that reorganization was 
’ m ished on such a tremendous scale and within is rt time. 
e trine n the party was enriched with new wavs and means of 


irganization of party work in wartime conditions. Analyzing the acquired 


xper e, we see it as a major support for the ideological and theoreti- 
i t ining I arty idres, and for educating the masses i: i spirit of 
party and loyalty ¢ its ideals as the most impor- 
ts patrict! iwareness of our peo] 
ment zg the program for the armed defens« f the vis stat igainst 
iger , the wamun { party took st int onsidera 
* ‘ lence ff all factor ) eT wat iré it 
1 that the u e =~ the st >” Wawe c he 
st German fascism would be determined, above all, by the 
ower of the armed force f the elligerents. 


the October Revolution and in the final account, 
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ler with the pewerful Seviet 


Pileheetiag @ieeion r 4 2 ie i 2 
Arey, ane “ee ita tte prepet SAte i cian te the viectery ever fascias, it 
alee participated in laying the ideeliegicel~neral and organisational foun- 


dations of the alliance of cooperation between our countries and peoples 
wander the guidance of the Polish Worker's Part To thie day thie ia 4 
fick seurece fer the internat a whinging ur people in 4@ spirit of 
Polish=Seviet friends at erheed Wi afte At the same time, how= 
ever, thie is 4160 4 methdoue eapefience wi, ei,iter * ~slitteal 
aspects are 4 Valuable geneaiogicoags link and the histera wédotions for 
CGR temporary seciailet eel idarity 

imme Soviet Arm be Poland ite freedom he Sov et Union firmly and 
effectively support: f aepiratione te Puiid af independent, new, 
people's state, with! uet bordere \il lence ef¢ Cooperation with the 
US >R, cemefited t the in the Great Patrietic War, be ame 
the ifviclabie wate tional security, and the position of Poland 
in the world and ite dew ‘ aa werd Clerek at the Sth PCPR 
Leonhgfece 

This year marke the anhivereary of the Polleh-Seviet Friendship, 
Coopetation and Mut reaty Mis lleteral allianee ie alee a 
etructural part vet @ of e@eertaliet relations whieh are etrength- 
eninge 46 Our entire t¥ 

Today the ideas of « S.i6* and «a | whity are tmplesented on several 
interrelated and isterpenetrating levels 

Political t intera r the eake the peace and security of our 
peopies, strengthening ke preset ice socteliem, and properly and harmoni- 
Ousiy serving the caus ; peration a6 «4 whole and of each of ite gem 
bere separately: 

Economic and sc ient and te a tful cooperation, autually 
protitabie, free from ational fluctuations, implemented both on a bi- 
lateral basis, 46 we e sah inteneified integration within CHMA; 

De fenne A coalit atc « led by the Leniniet theory of war and 
areed forces, sharine read ‘rine aod implementing ite organi zgation- 
ai, training and wi) itary-te 4. orioelpies, dividiag efforte in propor 
tion to taste anc deoeraphi and economic realities, characterized by 
close interact! a sod standardization, exchange of experi- 
@mce, ane imp. chenta't i t mcaseufesc 

Naturaliy,. on 4! lewe i the "» slawe the »aeic, leading and in- 
valuabie role. avine the richest experience and he greatest possibil i- 
ties. it shares them wv ime a brother The possibility offered the 
friendly countries arti ate in epace researe) and, above ali, in 
group ‘Oint space ‘lights * pTeeent-day particularly impressive example 








of this. Hach allied country, guided By the universal principles of 
Markieom=-Leniniem, actively and creatively wees the experience of ite 
socialist friends. At the same time, each country develops ite own solu=- 
tion consistent with national traditions, specific eituaetion, individuel 
hature and apecific features of the country and of ite armed forces. Ali 
thie ie 4 joint possession and @ specific contribution te the common 
international cause, 


The initiatives formulated in the past, and the decisions and statements of 
the supreme organ of the Warsaw Pact==<the Political Consultative Committee 
=“—are 4 type of eynthesis of the entire variety of actions undertaken by 
te socialist countries in favor of detente and peaceful cooperation among 
hations. In the postwar period over 100 initiatives were suggested by the 
socialist countries, either jointiy or individually. most frequently by the 
Soviet Union and by other countries, including 4 number of Polish initia- 
tives, on problems of limiting armaments, disarmament and tye so-called 
instruments of trust. Therefore, thie already conetitutes an entire 
“library” of proposals, aany of which are topical to thie day and still are 
Waiting 4 positive response. 


Unfortunately, the West did not accept these initiatives objectively and 
constructively. There will come 4 time when history will show the full 
extent of the losses to sankind and the sumber of vically important 
troubling problems which remained unresolved, the tense situations and 
conflicts which could not be prevented, and the painfully long time during 
Which the threat of thereonuclear catastrophe hase hune over mankind, and 
ail this because the majority of the peaceful proposals submitted by the 
socialist countries were rejected and, frequentiy, even subjected to 
propagandist distortions and aisrepresentations. 


A characteristic example of thie is the attitude toward the Soviet initia- 
tive presented by Comrade L. I. Sreghnev in October 1979, in Berlin, with 
the approval of the remaining Wareaw Pact members. ‘Their seriousness and 
time of formulation were of particular historical signiticance and meaning. 
They were consistent with the seriousness and requirements of the circum- 
stances. The Weet frequentiy epeaks of truest. even giving it priority. 
However, when the Soviet Union gave yet mpre specific, daring and far- 
reaching proof of trust, the reaction to it was unsympathetic and, if fect, 


negative. 


This was clearly manifested in the familiar NATO decision on the asking and 
deployment in Western Burope of an American auciear missile of a new type, 
a decision which disturbed the foundations of the talas held so far. It 
also became yet another illuetration of the infivence of circumstantial 
factors, particularly those related to the electoral struggle, on the 
political course of the gsin NATO countries. All this emphasizes the 
negative trends which have appeared in recent years in the policy of the 
West where adventuristic circles are once again trying to gain the upper 
hand under the influence of the silitary-indusetrial complex. 
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Na a Feeusrt, wre eRe ea : ; Lasiat (amity, the 


Political Consultative tors ‘ ifea + € Sembere, the steps on 
behalf of the NA ou | are aime: . mle, io the opposite direction. 
At the present stage ire chara Leed, particular, by aetions and 
methods which revea, e desires arate (hemeelves from the initiatives 
of the socialiat countries | ° sam me. they are characteriged by 
the juggling of tendentious seceeements © fatio of ferees, ignoring 
the principle of equal secu th ie howe all, however, all this 
ie manifested in blocking dlearmam ve, t.e., delaying them for the 
sake of gaining the fe: cseas ime fol © i@plementation of their long- 


term afmaien( Proe fate 


The danger ét emming om « | , cerlowely teoreases under the condi- 
tions of the quantitatively aed, abewe all, qualitatively higher Level of 
the meane of struge): | ' . armamente above all. Of late 
NATO has been developing ry » Cential exceptionally intensively. 
The nature of imperial ios seers (oe growth of eilltery areenale and 
their constant reprodu: tic: , the @odermieation of weapons, for the 
process of the sc lent ) revolution allows the fast and 
steady perfect ing wea aking them ewer sore powerful, 

The growth of @iiita ' ) 4ieo manifested in the considerable 
expansion of the ecs see copduc ted by “ATO armed forces, the 
strengthening of their of! ruc tut increased ability for inter- 
continental maneuvering « , ‘ioe poeelbiltttes, tightening the 
infrastructure on (he 4 ropeas theater of etlitary operations, 
and #0 on, 

The entire svetem o! F , soa campeigne directed against 
the peoples of | : if we, abowe all, againet their unity, 
internationalies an . a riesdebie with the DSSR, parallels, 
supports and, in 4 way. guid ac tivitis ieodoctrinating their own 
population, such campaic sinate the tone of ellitary threats, 
allegediy coming {: ‘ ‘ve Wareaw Pa All thie te 4 dirty 
method for pots 4 na reoephere, promoting hostility and 
mistrust and, coneequs » o>) t ewareness and deliberately 
breaking down the > etente created at the cost of 


such ereat effort. 


Unquestionably, anott« rt oh able, Oretext=<-petroleum, gas- 
Oline=--serves ¢! * ney can feel not only machines 
but an anticomgmuni«' hor ey bave been taken op a8 one of 
the propagands = eria erere ation of the ewente in 
Afghanistan. We tore | « baste of class internation- 
aliet positions, «he eos eo bile som rte the struggle of the 
people of Afghani«t« Ll the end effor «, and their resietanc< 
to the export of errevol rected from the outeide by the 
ferces of reac' at ge res ‘he eet lewel that we accept 


and evaluate th: wie to the Afehaen rewolutte The «lase-distorted 








and unprincipled policy ¢f China=~hegemonietic, anti-Soviet aad factually 
pro-imperialist in meaning and content=-acquires 4 new full manifestation 
@gainst the background of these events. 


All this calle for retaining our sigh vigilance. Any hotbed of conflict te 
dangerous. Wowever, the aggravation —(° the circumtanees in Burope would 
be potentially the most dangerous, It is here that the main sector of the 
contemporary border between the two sociopolitical systems lie. Tet te 
here that the gain positions of the two sides touch frontal!y, direetly end 
with the greatest @ilitary concentration, ‘if that semee the European Con- 
timnent is decisive in terme of safeguarding the peace throughout the world. 


Thies gust never be forgotten. the gore so since both worid ware unleashed 
by the forces of imperialiea, German imperiaiiem above all, broke out in 
Burope. Nor should we forget the fact that the aspiration of German 
imperialien to review the results of World War | led to World War II. 

Teday the problem of Buropean borders has been resolved once and for all. 
However, the so-called German problem exiets, i.e., the problem of the 
right-wing nationalistic forces who are raising their voices in the FRG and 
are becoming energized, as well as the military-govermeental aspirations 
and great-German tendencies, particularly in terms of revising the results 
of World War IT. Consequentiy, the statue of the German problem is like a 
lit@ue prper reflecting the circumstances in Burope and the attitude toward 
the problem is 4 key to the interpretation of any specific European policy. 





The current events and phenomena should be considered in their completeness 
and comprehensiveness. The dialectics of internativnal relations is mani- 
fested in the confrontation between different conflicting trends. However, 
the irreversibility of historical processes is 4 universal historical lew. 
Life goes forward. Socialiem is proving te be an ever more firmly asserted 
reality. Ever new breaches are appearing within the capitalist and neo- 
colonialist eyetem. This system is not entirely homogeneous. Capitalisna 
would not be capitalise without 4 sharp competicive etruggle. Even though 
the forces of competition yield to bourgeois clase solidarity, and even 
though anticor@unies is a common feature of the capitalist system, this 
does not exclade internal contradictions. Attempts co defend their own 
interest and not to obey American or bloc dictate in everything are inten- 
sifying among some NATO countries. in particular, serious realistically 
thinking circles may also be found in Western Burope who are interested in 
the preservation and enrichment of the “detente capital” and, above all, in 
extensive international economic cooperation with the Easi. In this res- 
pect useful experience abounded, particularly in the first half of the 
1970's. 


In our time a certain type of active coexistence among countries with 
different socioeconomic systems has developed in Burope. Its destruction 
with a cold war would cause irreplaceable losses to the nations. Let us 
recall, particularly now, in the 35th anniversary of the victory over 
fascies, the way the anti-Hitlerite coalition was created as an answer to 
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the totai threat, foday's world, despite ite ciease contradictions, elec 
could and should be united to face different yet, severtheless, common 
dangers threatening 4)11 mankind: the gigantic stockpiling of mase- 
destruction weapons, acute ecological problems and fuel-energy and rew- 
material difficulties. 


The members of the Wareaw Pact are adamantiy indicating the means for 
counteracting the various threate and suggesting waye to stop the develop- 
ment of dangerous wilitary-political phenomena. They are laying the 
necessary pathe for international cooperation. in his recent addresses 
Comrade L. I. Breghnev etrongly reemphasized and coneretely formulated such 
weeds and possibilities. The same purpose wae found in the initiative 
formulated by Comrade Edward Gierek at the 8th P7Ph Congress, calling for 
the European Conference on Military Detente and Disarmament, proposed by 
the socialist countries, to take place in Wareaw, the capital of People's 
Poland, Finally, the April peace and disarmament meeting of communist and 
worker's parties of Burope served the same idea, 


Stopping the arme race spiral, putting an end to the seneeleseness of the 
strategic “magic circle” it creates, and avoiding the aimless so-called 
Burostrategic completion of armament are mattere of ever greater urgency. 
The recent aggravation of the international circumstances eloquently 
proves, among other things, that the valuable resulte achieved so far in 
political detente are themselves counteracting the threat of a return to 
the cold war to a emall extent only, unless they have been supplemented by 
detente in the military area. The Wareaw Pact Organization is displaying 
maximum good will on thie matter. Ite activities and the entire spirit of 
ite proposals on military problems are sarked by calm, restraint and e 
feeling of responsibility. However, thie foes not mean any defense 
passivenese or unilateral concessions. In the light of the steps taken by 
iaperialiem in the field of armamente, the efforte aimed at the preserve- 
tion of the peace and achieving detente are backed by further measures for 
upgrading the overall defense capability of socialisa. 


As indicated by postwar experience, it ie precisely the defense potential 
of socialiem that is, in the final account, an effect guarantee and a 
warning threshold blocking the waye of tension, threate and conflict situa- 
tions. it is precisely in euc) difficult times that the historical role of 
the Warsaw Pact, of decisive istortance to the peaceful stabilization of 
Europe, hae been moet clear. 


A study of the role of the Wareaw Pact aleo reminde of and focuses our 
attention on the tremendous eignificance of the unity of our coalition and 
of all ideological-moral and organircational-functional factors which 
@ultiply its possibilities. The antagonietic com etitive etruggle, and 
extracting benefits for oneself to the detriment o' another participant, 
are, among other things, alien to 4 socialist and collectivietic nature. 
Conversely, characterietic of our organization is tne sincere interest in 
increasing the power, prosperity and success of each ally. Tt is in this 








epirit that our leaders weet. “he approach favere and determines the 
direction and content of the activities of the Wareaw Pact forces and, 
above all, of the Political Consultetive Committee, a6 well ae--in terme of 
ite own taske=-the Committee of Mintetere of Poretan Affaire, Committee of 
Ministers of Defense, the Militery Council, the Command and the Steff and 
Technical Committee, 


intensified integration, broadened cooperation and comprehensive forms of 
friendly work contacts, including those at the lowest level, «re 4 law 
governing the improvement of our coalition he latter ere particularly 
important in the conditions of the armed ‘orces, for it is precisely on 
this level=-young cadres, young soldiere=<that the woe profound, ‘unda- 
mental base ie laid for long-term relations of alliance, and international 
friendship and socialist brotherhood in amas are hammered out. 





Por many years Po'ish military specialists raised in thie spirit have 
participated and are participating in the peaceful mission abroad on the 
basis of international agreements or within the framework of the United 
Nations. They are properly paseing this responsible test. Isplementing 
such taske, they act as soldiers of the Polish army, but aleo as represen- 
tatives of the fraternal armies, thue making their contribution to the 
cause of strengthening the prestige and good reputation of al] socialist 
forces. 


While celebrating the 25th anniversary of the Wareaw Pact and eaphasizing 
its historical significance, we aleo thinking of the future. Displaying 
typical communist optimism, we are profoundly convinced that the future 
will be peaceful and even more advantageous to peoples building socialisa 
and communiem, and to the entire world. “ime worke (for this great cause. 
However, this better future cannot be achievec automatically. ite main 
prerequisite will be the adamant work of our nations, headed by the commu- 
hist and worker's parties, the consistentiy peaceful policy and interna- 
tional solidarity of the socialist countries, and the reliable service of 
their armed forces. 


The Polish people have gone through severe and bitter trials. Their diffi- 
cult experience, summed up by the party in a spirit of Marxist-Leninist 
understanding of history, irrefutabiy proves Poland could be truly strong 
and that its safety can be guaranteed only through ite alliance with the 
Soviet Union, only by being a structural component of the socialist comity. 
This is a basic guarantee and a mandatory prerequisite for Poland's peace- 
ful development. it is with this profound conviction chat our people and 
ite armed forces will continue their systematic and united contribution to 
the socialist defense comity and strengti.en their proper role within the 
Warsaw Pact--the coalition for peace. 
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LIFE DEVOTED TO THE PEOPLE 
Moscow KOMMUNI®T in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 62-89 
[Article by Ye. Glagunov] 


[Text] "As far as I, personally, am concerned, I have served the homeland, 
the revolution, the people, body and soul, throughout ay life,” wrote Ho 
Chi Minh in his testament. These words characterize with extreme depth 
the outstanding and exceptionally eventful life of the outstanding leader 
of the world's communist, worker's and national-liberation movements, the 
leader of the Vietnamese revolution, and the great friend of the Soviet 


people. 


His name is connected with an entire age of the courageous struggle waged 
by the fraternal Vie.xamese people against the French colonizers and 
Jananese invaders, foliowed by the American imperialists, for the freedom 
and independence of the homeland, as well as the difficult yet noteworthy 
years of the building of socialism in North Vietnam. A passionate revolu- 
tionary and fighter for the happiness of the people, and a convinced 
Marxist-Leninist, he was the acknowledged leader of the liberation struggle 
waged by the Vietnamese people and the creator of the first socialist state 
in the Southeast Asia. 


Ho Chi Minh (his truco name was Nguyen Tat Thanh. During his revolutionary 
activities, hiding from police persecution, Ho Chi Minh used tens of 
aliases. The latest, known to all, was adopted in 1942) was born on 19 May 
18690 in the village of Kim Lien, Nghe An Province. First in secondary 
school and, subsequently, in the Hue National College, the young Ho Chi 
Minh displayed unusual capability and was particularly interested in his- 
torical literature. In 19.0 he interrupted his studies and became assis- 
tant teacher at the Dac Thanh High School. 


Already at that time, he thought sore and more abcut the destinies of his 
people and about rescuing them from colonial oppression. Gradually he 
reached the decision to go abroad to study the revolutionary movement in 
the world and find means for the liberation of the homeland. For this pur- 
pose he went to France in 1911. 














During hie long wanderings Ho Chi Minh visited many European, African and 
American countries. lis impressions became the material for his book 
“Condemnation of French Colonialiem,” which wae highly rated by the 
fighters for national liberation. 


Daily hard work did not distract him from hie adamant etudies and from 
active participation in the revolutionary movement of the working people of 
the countries where he lived, while at the same time fighting ‘or the 
independence and {reedom of his people. 


Ho Chi Minh was one of the firet Vietnamese who warmly welcomed the Great 
October Socialist Revolution in Russia and who understood that Marxism 
Leniniem shows the way to the liberation of the colonies. Many years later 
Ho Chi Minh was to write that, “The October Revolution illuminates with its 
light all five parte of the world, like the sun's shining, awakening 
millions of oppressed and exploited masses." 


When the World War ! peace conference opened in Vorsailles, in 1919, on 
beialf of a "group of Vietnamese patriots” Ho Chi Minh submitted to it a 
"Notebook of the Wishes of the Vietnamese People" demanding that Vietnam be 
granted basic democratic freedoms. The conference remained deaf to the 
request. However, after publication in LE PEUPLE, the French socialist 
newspaper, it played a considerable role in exposing to the entire world 
the crimes of French colonialism in Vietnan. 


In December 1920 Ho Chi Minh participated in the work of the French Social- 
ist Party Congress in Tours and firmly took the side of the Third Interna- 
tional, created by V. I. Lenin. He was the first Vietnamese in the ranks 
of the newly created French Communist Party. This was 4 natural step. 
Having begun his revolutionary activities as an ardent patriot who aspired 
with all his heart for the liberation of his homeland from the French 
colonizers, he adamantly and consistently followed the Leninist doctrine 
and the ideas of socialism and communisn. 


Many years later, recalling that period, he was to say, “I took the side of 
the October Revolution almost instinctively, even bef. » | understood its 
entire universal-historical significance. I admire’ Lenin as a great 
patriot who was leading his compatriots to freedom. However, I had not as 
yet read a single one of his works... . 


"Initially, it was precisely my patriotism, and not as yet communism at 
all, that led me to Lenin and the Communist International. It was only 
gradually, in the course of the struggle, studing Marxism-Leninist theory 
and participating in practical work, that I realized that socialism and 
communism alone could free both the oppressed peoples and the working 
people the world over from slavery. I understoc how inseparably Linked 
true patriotism is with proletarian internationsliss.” 


During his stay in France Ho Chi Minh engaged in active revolutionary 
struggle. He participated in worker's meetings, collected money and 
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medicines for Soviet Ruesia, engaged in Stupagaida work among the Viet- 
namese living in the mother country and was in conetant touch with the 
homeland. At that time he frequentiy published in the party press. In 
1921, with the help of Prench comrades he founded in Paris the Intercolon- 
ial Union of Colored Peoples. Soon afterwards, the union undertook the 
publication of the newapaper PARIAH (‘The Oppressed"), in which Ho Chi Minh 
held the duties of director, editer in chief, treasurer and distributor. 
The newspaper enjoyed great popularity for it acquainted the readers not 
only with the struggle of the peoples of the French colonies, but with 
Marxiat-Leniniet theory and the life of the first socialist estate in the 
world, 


lio Chi Minh's first vielt to Mescow wae in the summer of 1923. In October 
he participated in the work of the firet International Peasant's Conference 
which elected him member of the presidium of the newly founded Peasant's 
International. He translated into Vietnamese the besic documents of the 
conference and promoted their dietribution 


in 1924 he participated in the work of the [ifth congress of the Communist 
international as representative of the French Communist Party and a dele- 
gate from the colonies and was appointed permanent member of the eastern 
department of the Comintern bkxecutive Committee. 


At the end of that same year, as representative of the Comintern, Ho Chi 
Minh visited Canton and undertook the founding of a Vietnamese revolution- 
ary organization. In June 1925 the Association of Vietnamese Revolutionary 
Youth was established with his direct participation. He direct it toward 
the diseemination of Marxism-Leniaies in the country and the unification of 
all progressive Vietnamese who wanted the liberation of the homeland. 
Within a short cime the association orgenized clandestine celis in a number 
of Vietnameses cities. They engaged in extensive political work among the 
working people. At the same time, Ho Chi Minh tried to rally the interna- 
tional efforts of the fighters for national liberation. In pursuit of this 
objective, he created the Alliance of Oppressed Asian Peoples, which 
included representatives of Korea, Indonesia, Malaya, India, China and 
Vietnaa. 


In his 1925 pamphiet “The Path of Revolution,” Ho Chi Minh defined the 
general iine of the revolutionary movement in Vietnam, emphasizing that the 
successful developmen: of the revolution requires, above all, a revolution- 
ary party armed with a ecientific ideology. "A party without ideology,” he 
pointed out, “is like a man without « mind, a ship without a compass.” 


Following the Chiang Kai-shek counterrevolutionary coup d'etat, when bloody 
reprisals were initiated not only againet the Chinese but the Vietnamese 
communists, by decision of the association's centra’ committee, Ho Chi Minh 
went to Shanghai and, from there, to the Soviet Union. He participated ia 
the work of the Seneral Council of the Anti-Imperialist League in Brussels, 
Visited France, “ermany, Switzerland and italy, an’ in 1928 went to 
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Thailand where he helped Vietnamese emigres to atrengthen already created 
local association organiaationsa, and where he established contact with 
Thai revolutionaries, 


Even though unsuccesefully, the French auchorities hunted Ho Chi Minh. In 
November 1929 they sentenced him in absentia to death for revolutionary 
activities in Indochina, 


By then three autonomous communist organizations had appeared in Vietnan, 
operating on a virtually independent basis. ‘the lack of unity among them 
adversely affected the development of the revolutionary movement in Vietnam 
and in neighboring Lace and Cambodia. In thie connection, in 4 letter to 
the Indochinese communists, the Comintern Rxecutive Committee noted that 
"The most important and urgent task facing all commniete of Indochina at 
the present time is the creation of a revolutionary party of the proletar- 
iat, i.@., @ mee communiat party. it should be. me che only communist 
party of Indochina." 


In his quality as the representative of the Communiet [International 
Executive Committee, Ho Chi Minh convened in Hong Kong a conference of the 
representatives of the three comminiet organizations, in the course of 
which the Communist Party of Vietnam was founded on the 3 February 1930, 
several monthea later renamed the Communist Party of Indochina. The short 
theses of the party's prograna and bylaws, drafted »y Ho Chi Minh, were 
adopted at the conference. These documents were of historical significance 
for they indicated the basic direction for the development of the Vietnam- 
ese revolution. The program noted that Vietnam ia on the threshold of a 
bourgeois-democratic revolution which should be made under the direct 
leadership of che working clase and, subsequently, grow ir*> a socialist 
revolution, 


The conference performed the function of 4 vcagress, since it led to the 
founding of a party, the adoption of basic »arty documents, che formulation 
of the strategy and tactic of the Vietnamese revolution, and the election 
of a central committee. 


The creation of the Communiet Party of [ndochina was rated by the Comintern 
as 4 major historical event in the revolutionary movement of indochina. 
Following the conference, the process of establishment of the party 
accelerated sharply. Party organirations began to be founded in plant and 
plantations, and the voice of the communiets was heard wore strongly every- 
vwnere. 


Ho Chi Minh ascribed great importance to disseminating asong the Vietnamese 
people the truth about the Soviet Union. He knew chat the example of the 
homeland of socialism would inepire hie compatriots in the struggle for 
their liberation and the building of « new life. Only three weeks follow- 
ing the creation of the Communiat Party of Vietnam he wrote a letter to 
Soviet comrades requesting materials on the revolution in Russie and the 
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lite of the Soviet peopie, whi he Could vee If WRLEIAg SOOKS On the 
Soviet Uni The letter, published in thie tesue of KOMMUNIST, is in the 
Ho Chi Minh Mueeu in Mano), 


On the basia of the matertale received, Ho Chi Minh wrote a book on the 
building of a new iif in the USSR, Lithographed, the book was clandes- 
tinely disseminated in Vietnam and became one of the most popular worke 
calling upon the people to etruggle for national and social liberation. 


In June 19! o Chit Minh was decatined by the British authorities in Hong 
Kong, where he Lived at chat time under the alias of Sun Manghuo. A dif- 
ficult atrugegle for hie freedom was launched, which was to last over one 
year. Released as «4 result of the tremendous efforce of the international 
progressive public and, above all, of the noted Bricish lawyer Francis 
(Lawaby), who wae pereonally handling the case, Ho Chi Minh spent several 





monthe in hiding in Xiamen and Shanghai, after which, once again, he left 
for the Soviet Union. After a dbrief reset and treatment in the Crimea, on 
the recommendation of the Comintern Executive Committee, be enrolied in the 
International Lenintat School and, at the same time, worked at the Insti- 
tute of National an Lonial Prob.ems Tn 1935 He Chi Minh participated 
in the work of the Seventh Comintern Congress at which an extensive 
characterti zat ior | fasciem was made ase the most reactionary imperialist 
force, and the tasks the ommunieate and national-liberation movements 
were ‘ormuiatedc, rticuiarly tn terme of the creation of an anti- 
imperialist popular fror ' ‘onial and semicolonial countries. The 
congress’ decisions were of exceptional importance to the young Communist 
Party of Indochina and ' ai Vietnamese communists. 


At the beginning of 1941 He hi Minh returned to his homeland. During his 
long stay abroad be had thoroughly etudied Marxisn-Leninism, most actively 
participated in the international revolutionary gwovement and gained tremen- 
dous political experience which he brilliantly applied in leading the 
Vietnamese revolutior 


Returning to the ountry he plunged into active work: he organized 
courses for party workers, engaged in propaganda among the local popula- 
tion, headed the creation of unions for the salvation of the homeland, 

did extensive wo to velop the armed forces of the revolution, regularly 
met wi' he ponouiati f suburban villages, ad pub lished the newspaper 
INDEPENDENT V' ETNAM May che game year, the Eighth Communist Party 
of Indochine Centra mittee Plenum was held in Bac Bo (North Vietnam) at 
which the decision was paseed to launch active preparations for an armed 
uprising and the creatio partisan bases. A profound study of the cir- 
Cumeatances in unter wae mage a. the plenum aol a broad program for 
action was earma marking « new, major etep fcrward in the development 
of the Vietnames: volution. “Thie party central committee meeting opened 
the way to the + ‘of August 1945," subsequently noted Pham Van Dong, 


prime minister o° Che wiaiist Republic of Vietnam. 








In the middle of 1942 Ho Chi Minh went to China to establish contact with 
the Chinese revolutionary movement. However, at the border he was detained 
by the Kuomintang authorities. He spent over one year in their jails, 
moved to nearly 30 of them. it war in tCheee celle chat the famous “Prison 
Diary,” now famous in many parte of the world, wae written. To thie day, 
many years later, it cannot be read without emotion and without a feeling 
of admiration of the endurance and courage of the author, who found the 
atrength to write poetry after tiring marches of many kilometers, with a 
collar around his neck, led along mouncain pethe. to Chi Min! 's great 
courage and talent enabled him to draw the vivid picture of the revolution- 
ary, the communist fighter, with a few verses 


But for the ill of winter the world would forget the 
string. The misfortunes of thie dark jail will temper 
me. 


Ho Chi Minh accepted firmly and courageously all the suffering and adver- 
sity of jail, fully aware of hie duty: 


Let the body wait in jail, the soul flies free. My 
objective is clear and my road is straight. i shail 
remain courageous to the limit. 


Learning from the Chinese prees that the armec etruggle against the Japan- 
ese aggressors was intensifying in Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh exclaimed: 


Let us die--we are not slaves Rise, Red Clag of 
struggie! Yet, how bitter | feel to waste in jail, 
not hearing the trumpet to batiie. 


Following his release from Chinese jail and return to the homeland, in 
August 1945 Ho Chi Minh held a national party conference in Tuyen Quang 
which passed the decision for preparations for a general armed uprising and 
earmarked the political program for che Vietminh Frout, which subsequently 
became the program of the entire party and the people. Immediately 
following the conference a congress of people's representatives was con- 
venod which elected a national iiberation committee, headed by Ho Chi Minh, 
and which subsequently became the provisional government of the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. 


On 2 September 1945, following the victory of the August Revolution, 
addressing a half-million strong meeting in Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh proclaimed 
the historical declaration of independence which announced che birth of the 
Democratic Republic of Vietnam--the ‘irst state of workers and peasants in 
Southeast Asia. 


The French colonizers were unwilling to tolerate the lose of the colony and 


as early as September 1945 launched their war against the Vietnamese peo- 
ple. After repeated attempts to resolve the problem peacefully, Ho Chi 
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Minh called upon the people to rise to a war of resistance against foreign 
aggression and for the defense of the freedom and independence of the home- 
land, gained through the Auguet Revolution. He emphasized that, "We shall 
sacrifice everything, but not surrender the freedom of our country or 
become slaves." 


At that time Ho Chi Minh, who had been unanimously elected president of the 
DRV in January 1946, ascribed particular importance to the strengthening of 
fhational unity. According to Pham Van Dong he wae the “heart of the great 
people's war which was our struggle for freedom." 


The second party congress, chaired by Ho Chi Minh, was held at the begin- 
ning of 1951 im Tuyen Quang Province. The congress considered the coun- 
try'e militar, and economfe situation, adopted a new political program and 
party bylawe, and decided to rename the Communist Party of Indochina into 
the Vietnam Worker's Party. At the plenum which followed the congress Ho 
Chi Minh was usertimously elected VWP Central Committee chairman. 


Under Ho Chi Minh's leadership the war of liberation waged by the Vietnan- 
ese pecple against the French colonizers brilliantly ended with the Diem 
Bien Phu victory, which led to the signing of the Geneva Accords and the 
restoration of the peace on Vietnamese soil. 


Organizing the working people of the DRV for the restoration of the 
national economy destroyed by the war and the development of the economy, 
Ho Chi Minh formulated two closely interrelated strategic tasks: the 
creation of a soctalist society in North Vietnam and the struggle for the 
liberation of the south and for the peaceful unification of the country. 


The Third VWP Congress, held in September 1960, reelected Ho Chi Minh 
chairman of the VWP Central Committee. Comrade Le Duan, one of his 
closest fellow workers, was elected first secretary of the party's Central 
Committee. 


In an effort to rescue their South Vietnamese puppets, in 1965 the American 
imperialists mounted an aggressive war against North Vietnam, forcing the 
working people of the DRV once aga‘n to take up arms to defend the gains of 
the August Revolution. 


Both in the period of peaceful construction and the struggle against U.S. 
imperialism, Ho Chi Minh traveled a great deal around the country, 
frequently meeting with cadre personnel, workers and peasants, addressing 
various conferences and meetings of party, state and public organizations 
in the DRV, and calling people to active work for laying the material and 
technical foundations for socialism and decisively repelling American 
aggression. 


In his article "30 Years of ietnam Worker's Party, noting the great suc- 
cesses of the Vietnamese people in the building of socialism, Ho Chi Minh 
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emphasized that the reason for such successes was the fact that the VWP 
“was able to properly apply the Marxist-Leninist doctrine to the reality of 
Vietnam and elaborate an accurate political lime. The party tirelessly 
fought the reformist trend of che Sourgeolete anc the political adventurisn 
of petit bourgeois strata within the nationa) movement, Trotekyite leftiet 
phraseology in the labor movement, ard the right-wing and ‘left-wing’ 
deviations within the party. .. . Marxiem-Leniniem helped us to withstand 
all trials.” 


Ho Chi Minh creatively applied Marxist-Leninist theory to the specific 
conditions of Vietnam. In April 1960 he wrote that, “The buil lirg of 


socialism in our country and our affiiiacion with the preat world sociai- 
ist system are the implementation of che Leniniect thesis the possibility 
for a backward colonial country to convert to sociaiism, bypassing the 


stage of capitalist development." 


In an article dedicated to the 40th anniversary of the party ' neral 
secretary Le Duan emphasized that, “The first great meric o » Chit Ainh 
was the fact that he linked the revolutionary movement in Vi a with the 
international worker's movement, and led the \letnamese people u.0mg the 
path he himself followed--from patriotism to Marxism-Leninism. This was 
the only path to liberation which the October Revolution in Russia opened 
to the working people and oppressed nations the worid over.” 


Even though he was tremendously busy with governmental affairs, Ho Chi Minh 
was always concerned with the party's ideological and organizational 
strengthening and with upgrading its leading role; he systematically worked 
for strengthening the ties between workers anc peasants. 


Ho Chi Minh was a convinced internationalist. ie always supported the need 
to combine national revolutionary tasks with the tasks of the global 


revolution. He repeatedly pointed out the: © urty of Vietnamese commu- 
nists considers as its.international duty cto defend the socialist comity, 

and strengthen the unity and solidarity within che international communist 
movement on the basis of the inviolable principles of Marxism-Leninism and 


proletarian internationalism, and support the struggle of the peoples for 
national i:dependence, democracy, socialism and peace. Opening the third 
party congress, Ho Chi Minh noted that, “The 50-year strugg.e wagea by our 
party teaches us that the most reliable guarantee for the victory of the 
revolution is to master th theory of Marxism Leniniem, loyalty to the 
interests of the proletariat and the nation, and strengthening the unity 
and solidarity within the party and among the communist parties and among 
the members of the great socialist comity.” 


Ho Chi Minh made a tremendous contribution to the development of fraternal 


relations between Vietnam and the other socialist countrie Addressing 
the 22d CPSU Congress, he emphasized that, “We shali always act shoulder to 
shoulder with the Soviet Union and the otwer cialist countries in the 
struggle for the victory of the cause of peace, democracy, national inde- 


pendence, and socialism the world over.” 
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Party of Vietnam Congress OR Laying in Vietham the material and teehnieas 
fOufhdalione FOr seelalias hesOlving these Major and complex probleme, the 
Vieinatese people are benefiting from the great and selfless aid of the 
SOVielt Velon afd the othef membere Of the socialist comity. 


The successes achieved in most difficult conditions are 4 guarantee for the 
hew successes which will unquestionabiy be achieved by the working peopie 
of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam struggling for 4 proper weleome of the 
5th anniversary of their republic. 


Ho Chi Minn dedicated his entire outstanding life and revolutionary talent 
to the struggle for the bright future of hie people and the triumph of 
Markise-Leniniem. Ho Chi Minhk's ebullient energy, iron will, unbreakabie 
courage, along with simplicity and humaneness, earned hia deep love and 
respect in Vietnam, the Soviet Union, and all countries throughout the 
world, 
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WRITINGS BY HO CHI MINN 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 90-08 
|\Text) Letter to Comrade & dated 25 February 1930 


Ho Chi Minh ascribed great importance to the dissemina- 
tion of the truth about the Soviet Union among the Viet- 
namese people. He knew that the example the 
of socialiem would inspire hie people in the « 
for their liberation and for building a 7 
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more than three weeks following the founding 
Communist Party of Vietnam, Ho Chi Minh wrote 
to the Soviet comrades requesting materials on th 
revolution in Russia and the life of the Soviet 
which would enable his to write a book whose pu 
would be to acquaint the Vietnamese people with 
Seviet Union. 





the 
On the basis of materiale received from the USSR and 
personal impressions from his period of work in the 
eastern section of the Comintern Executive Committee, 
to Chi Minh wrote the novel "Diary of « Shipwreck.” 
Following is 4 synopsis of the novel. 


A French serchantman was sunk in the ocean. Virtually 
all those aboard perished except for three workers: 
Paul, to and Raw. The firet was from Burope, the 
second from Africa and the third from Vietnam. The 
waves carried them to a deserted island. fventually a 
Soviet (reighter passed by, rescued them and took thea 
to the Soviet Union. 


During their stay in the USSR all three iclt among 
friends. They wieited 4 number of places, saw various 
aspects of the Life of Soviet society, and were offered 
possibilities for etudy and rest. Then, each one of 
thes returned to his country. 








The “Diary of a Shipwreck” became 4 popular book in 
Vietnam, inepiring the people to decide for their 
national and social liberation, and calling for folliow= 
ing the path of the October Revolution and of the great 
Lenin, 


The following letter by Ho Chi Minh to the Seviet com 
rades is published in the Russian for the first time and 
the introductory sete was prepared ‘or KOMMUNIST by Lhe 
editors of the theoretical and political journal of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee (TAP TI 
KONG SHAN). 


Dear Comrades! 


The Vietnamese, the working people in particular, would like to know as 
much as possible about Russia. However, the revolutionary press is strict- 
ly banned by the rigid laws of French imperialion. Furthermore, the 
majority of the Vietnamese workers and peasants are illiterate, while the 
semi-literate know know no language other than Vietnamese. Our task is to 
explain to them the nature of the homeland of the proletariat. it is for 
this purpose that I intend to write ⸗ book--in Vietnamese, naturally--in 
the form of “senoire of 4 travel.” I hope that it will be lively, 
interesting and popular, and will contain a number of stories. The layout 
for the work is as follows: 


|. Before the revolution 


1. Life of workers and peasants. 


4. Clandestine work of the RKP (Russian Communist Party). 

li. During the revolution 

l. Beginning of the revolution. 

2. Party and trade unions. 

3. Participation in the revolution of peasants, students, women and 
children. 

4. Difficulties caused by the imperialists; the Russian counterrevolut ion; 


malnutrition and revolutionary heroien. 


5. 


Gradual development +f the Soviet state. 


Revolutionary organizations, their work, dedication. 


Preparations for revolution. 
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6. War communtem (real life). 

Ill, The current situation 

1, Organization of the Soviet government. 

2. Life of the workers, peasants, soldiers, women, university students, 
children, old people, and so on. Worker's university, party echool, and so 


3}. Life in enterprises, barracks, schools (education, entertainment, 
vacations, and others). 


4. Marriage and the family, housing. 

5. Cooperatives. 

6. Kulake and merchante-speculators. 

7. The agrarian probles. 

8. Results of the new economic policy and the five-year plan. 


9. The Communist International, Trade Union International and Peasant's 
International (number of members and participating countries). 


10. Theaters, hospitals, kindergartens, etc. 

ll. Comparable data (1914-1930) on the following: 

a. Number of worker and peasant organizations and their sembers; 

b. Number of echoole and students; 

c. Hospitals and other social institutions; 

ad. Number of literate workers and peasante; 

@. Output in the country, and so on, and so forth. 

There are two probleme: 

1. Data. I have none. Please send ae materials in French or English. 
Address them to the Communist Party of China Central Committee. The 
envelope should be addressed to Mr Victor Lebon, 1/3 Avenue de la 
Republique, with the note “for iamediate delivery.” 


2. Printing. All I have here is a “poli-copie” which sakes it possible to 
print no sore than 100 copies. The Vietnamese alphabet is similar to the 
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Latin with additional accents, such as, for example, a, a, 4, &, a, %, and 
so on, Could you priut the book aiter it is completed’ 


| am waiting for your materiale and necessary advice, VPilease anawer me at 
the indicated address, 


With fraternal communist greetings, 
Nauyen Ail Quoe 


On Revolutionary Morality* 


Prom ite very firat steps mankind was forced to fight nature for its 
existence: wild beasts, the elements, and so on. ‘nh order to win, San was 
foreed to rely on the forces of a large number of people, i.e., of the 
COllective, of society. Individually, he could not defeat nature and sur- 
vive, 


In order to exist, mankind must also produce, thus procuring for iteelf 
food and clothing. In production as well it is necessary to rely on the 
forces of the collective, of society; an individual cannet conduct the 
production process. 


Our age is the age of civiligation and of revolution. For thie reason, in 
every matter it gust rely even more on the forces of the collective, the 
forces of society; the lees the individual is able to exist aione, the gore 
he wet be a member of the collective, of society. 


Por thie reason, individualiem conflicte with collectiviem. Collectiviem 
and socialiem will win. Individualiem will be destroyed. 


The production method and production forces are developing and steadily 
changing. In thie connection eo do human ideology and social system .. . 
We know that from antiquity to the present the production process has 
converted from the use of picks and stone axes to the use of machines and 
mechaniems, and the use of electric and nuclear power. Society develops as 
well, converting from primitive communism to the slaveowning, feudal and, 
subsequentiy, capitalist systems. Today nearly one-half of mankind is 
marching to socialism and communien. 


No one can stop this development, this process. 


With the appearance of private ownership, society was divided into classes, 
the class of the exploiters and the clase of the exploited. This led to 
the appearance of social contradictions, of the struggle between classes 
and, ever since then, everyone has belonged to one or another class. No 
one could stand above the classes. At the same time, everyone is 4 repre- 
sentative of hie class. 


. 5 ee — 
Article written in 1958 (the editor). 
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in the old soctety feudal landowners, capitalists and imperialists merci- 
lessly opprese and exploit the other classes, the workers and peasants 
above all, They took for themselves the common wealth produced by suciety, 
turning it into their private ownership. This enabled them to live at 
someone elue's expense, living on the fat of the land. Yet, they always 
spoke the false words of morality, freedom and democracy... . 


Unable to withstand oppression and exploitation any longer, workers, 
peasants and the other working people rose to a revolution to free then- 
selves, to transform the deformed old society into a splendid new society 
in which the working people will be happy and where there will be no 
exploitation of man by man. 


in order to be victorious the revolution quet take place under the leader- 
ship of the working clase. This is because it ie the most progressive, the 
most conscientious, the most decisive, the most disciplined and the most 
organized class. The proletarian party is the headquarters of the working 
class. The revolution in Russia and other countries proved this. This is 
unquestionable. 


To maxe 4 revolution for the sake of changing the old sooiety into a new 
one is a great cause. However, it is a difficult task, it requires a con- 
plex, lengthy and difficult struggle. Only the strong could walk a great 
distance carrying a heavy load. The revolutionary gust rely on revolution- 
ary @orality as hie base. Only then would he be able to carry out his 
great revolutionary task. 


Raised in the old society, to a certain extent we retain its faulty ves- 
tiges in our mentality, customs, and so on. The faultiest and most danger- 
ous vestige left by the old society is individualism. Individualism con- 
flicts with revolutionary gorality end, should it be alive in us, even 
though to an insignificant extent, it would wait for the opportunity to 
develop, to suppress the spiritual qualities of the revolutionary, and to 
prevent us from dedicating all our goral strength to the struggle for the 
cause of the revolution. 


Individualism is false and deceitful. It cleverly drags the person down. 
Yet, it is known that it is always easier to go down than to go up. This 
makes individualism even more dangerous. 


in order to eliminate within ourselves the vestiges of the past and 
develop the spiritual qualities of the revolutionary, we learn, work over 
ourselves, change ourselves, so that we may tirelessly go forward. Unless 
we strive to go forward we would inevitably stop and fall back. Yet, 
should we stop and fail back, developing society would reject us. 


It is possible to teach and work over oneself and to change oneself not 


only in school, progressing from one grade to another. We can and aust 
learn and change ourselves whatever type of revolutionary activity we may 
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engage in. Clandestine work, work in a period of uprising or reeletance 
war, or work in building socialiem in North Vietnam in the struggle for the 
unification of the country today is an excellent school for the development 
of the spiritual qualities of the revolutionary. 


it is only by possessing such api ritual qualities that one will not be 
frightened, confused or retreat from *h« difficulties or after a defeat. 
One would sacrifice unhesitatingly one's personal interest for the sake of 
the common interest of the party, the revolution, the working class, one's 
nation and all mankind. If necessary, one would sacrifice even one's life 
readily and with no regrete. Such is the consistent and noble manifesta- 
tion of the spiritual qualities of the revolutionary. 


In the course of our party's history many comrades have given brilliant 
examples of revolutionary morality and edssolute disinterestedness, an ex- 
emple which all of us must follow. ‘hey include Comrade Chan Phu, Ngo Dia 


Phi, Le Hong Phong, Nguyen Van Fhi, Hoang Van Thu, Nguyen Phi Minh Khai, 
and many others who gloriously died for the people, for the party. 


if one has the spiritual qualities of the revolutionary, even when condi- 
tions are favorable, when success has been achieved, one would remain 
etraightforward and modest. One would not forget experienced difficulties. 
I believe that “to be concerned before the others and to be pleased after 
the others" would be the best way for implementing one's duty, not con- 
cerned with rewards, not becoming conceited or bureaucratic, not becoming 
arrogant, not becoming corrupt. This too is a manifestation of revolution- 
ary morality. 


Briefly stated, the basic requirements of revolutionary morality are the 
following: 


Throughout one's life, fight decisively for the cause of the party, the 
cause of the revolution. Thies is the foremost requirement. 


Dedicate all of one's forces to party work, strictly to observe party 
discipline and properly promote the party's Line and policy. 


Put the interests of the party and the toiling people above one's personal 
interest. Serve the people with all one's heart and strength. Struggle 
for the party and the people, forgetting oneself, and being a model in any 
type of work. 


Assiduousiy study Marxism-Leninism, always upgrade one's ideological level 
tnrough criticism and self-criticism, improve one's workstyle and go forth 
ogether with one's comrades. 


E-ery revolutionary gust profoundly realize that our party is the most 
p ogressive detachment and the most united organization of the working 
clases and the leader of the working class and the toiling people. Even 
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though today our working clase is not very large, it is growing and devel- 
oping with every passing day. In the future, when agriculture cooperat.ves 
will be organised everywhere, and when machines will begin to be extensive- 
ly used in the countryside, the peasants will become workers. Graduelly 
the intelligentsia will become accustomed to physical labor and, gradually, 
the differences between the working clase and the intelligentsia will 
disappear. Our industry is developing with every passing day. For this 
reason, the number of workers is rising steadily. The forces of the 
wor’ers are atrengthening and broad and great possibilities are opening to 
the working class. It is reorganizing the entire world as well as iteelf. 


The revolutionary must clearly, see thie and, for thie reason, firmly stand 
on the positions of the working class so that he may fight with all his 
strength for socialism and communism, for the working clase, and for all 
working people. Revolutionary morality means absolute loyalty to the 
party, loyalty to the people. 


Our party has no interests other than those of the working class and the 
toiling masses. For this reason, the most immediate objective of our party 
is the struggle for the gradual conversion to socialism of North Vietnam 
and for the reunification of the country. 


Under the party's ieadership, in the course of a heroic struggle, our peo- 
ple overthrew the rule of colonizers and feudai lords and totally liberated 
the north of our country. This is a major victory. However, the revolu- 
tion has not as yet become fully victorious. This is because the party's 
objective today is the struggle for the reunification of the country, and 
for the building of a peaceful, united, independent, democratic and 
prosperous Vietnam. Our purpose is that no one be exploited, and to build 
a new society where everyone will be happy. 


However, our industry is still backward. Thanks to the selfless aid of the 
fraternal countries, the USSR and China, above all, we are deveioping our 
industry. In order to suceed, our workers gust develop extensive competi- 
tion for quantity, speed, quality and low production costs. They aust 
strictly observe labor discipline and actively participate in the sanage- 
ment of industrial enterprises. They must oppose waste and corruption. 

Our cadre workers must be truly industrious, thrifty, honest and just. 

They must work side by side with the workers. 


The Life of our peasantry somewhat improved after it was given land. 
However, the production method remains backward and uncoordinated. For 
this reason yields are still low and life has not improved greatly. In the 
countryside we must enccurage the movement for the extensive and firs 
organization of mutual aid groups and cooperatives so that production can 
be truly expanded. It is only thus that, finally, the peasant will be 
fully free from want and will live better. 


For this reason, revolutionary morality calls for struggling with all our 
forces for the implementation of the party's objective, loyally serving the 
working ciase and all working people, and in no case stop midway. 
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That is precisely what the majority of our party members, members of the 
youth league, and cadre workers are doing. However, there are some who do 
not act this way, They erroneously imagine that since there are no longer 
ecolonivzere and feudal lords in North Vietnam the revolution has won. For 
this reason they allow within themselves a birth of individualiem. They 
demand the satisfaction of their requirements and reset. They would like to 
choose their work in accordance with their personal wishes. They do not 
Wish to do what the organigation aske of them. They aspire to high posi- 
tions, yet fear responsibility. Gradually, ‘heir combat epir.t and 
activeness decline and the daring and splendia qualities of the revolution=- 
ary disappear. They forget that the firsc criterion of the revolutionary 
ie the resolve to atruggle throughout their lives for the party, for the 
revolution. 


We must know that all the victories we have won are merely the first steps 
down a long way. We must go further. The revolution must continue to 
develop. Failure to go forth means to fall back. Yet, should we fall back 
the victories we have won cannot be consolidated and developed. 


The struggle for socialiem is a lengthy and difficult process. Revolution- 
aries are needed because the revolution has enemies. 


The revolution has three enemies. Capitaliem and the imperialists are a 
very dangerous one. 


Backward custome and traditions are also a dangerous enemy which erects 
hidden obstacles on the path of the revolution. Yet we cannot destroy 
them. The only way to eliminate them is with thoroughness and patience, 
over a long period of time. 


The third enemy is individualies, petit bourgeois ideology, which is still 
hiding within each one of us. It is merely waiting for the occasion to 
rear its head. it is the ally of the first two enemies. 


For this reason, revolutionary morality means to wage a decisive struggle, 
under any condition, against any enemy, constantly maintaining one's 
vigilance, always being ready for battle, not accepting anything, not bend 
one's head. Only thus could the enemy be defeated and revolutionary duty 
be fulfilled. 


Our party was able to lead the working class and the entire people to 
socialism precisely because it formulated an accurate political line and 
set up a single leadership. The leadership is single because the views and 
actions of all party members are one and the same. 


Should there be no unity in the views and actions of the party members we 
would have confusion and disharmony instead of organization. In this case 
one cannot lead the masses, one cannot make a revolution. 
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The words aad actions of the party members are of tremendous importance to 
the cause of the revolution, for they have a great influence on the masses. 
Thus, for example, the present task of the party and the government is to 
set up comprehensive and atrictly organized groups for mutual aid and co- 
operatives, to cooperativize agriculture. However, some members of the 
party and the youth league are not joining the mutual aid groups and co- 
operatives, or else are inactive in the creation and strengthening of 
mutual aid groups and cooperatives. This is because individualism has 
already led them to adopt a “freedom of action," which conflicts with party 
organization and discipline. Whether such comrades wish it or not, their 
actions lower the party's prestige, hinder the party's cause and block tie 
progress of the revolution. 


The party ie formulating a policy and making decisions in the interest of 
the people. Therefore, revolutionary morality demands of the party member, 
even in the most difficult circumstances, the strict obedience of the 
policy and stipulations of the party, to be an example to the masses. 

Every party member must develop within himself a high feeling of respon- 
sibility to the people and the party. Individualism must be suppressed and 
decisively uprooted. 


Our party representa the common interests of the working class and all 
working people, rather than the private interests of any given group of 
people or of an individual. Everyone knows this. 


The working clase is not struggling for its liberation alone, but for the 
liberation of all mankind from oppression and exploitation. For this 
reason the interests of the working class coincide with those of the peo- 
ple. 


On behalf of the party the party member represents the interests of the 
working class and the toiling people. Therefore, the interests of the 
party member must be within and not outeide the interests of the party and 
the working class. The victory and success of the party and the working 
class are also the victory and success of the party member. However 
talented an individual may be, he could do nothing by separating himself 
from the party and from the working class. 


Revolutionary morality demands of the party member under all circumstances 
to place the interests of the party above anything else. Should personal 
interest conflict with those of the party, they must be subordinated to the 
party's interests. 


We have party members who, still retaining their individualism, are “sub- 
mitting their bills” to the party. If they have .ome merit, they expect 
the party's “gratitude.” They demand to be granted privileges. They 
demand honor and high positions. They wish greater material benefits. 
Should their demands fail to be satisfied, they blame the party, they 
believe that they have been “deprived of prospects," and that they have 
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been “sacrificed.” Gradually, they withdraw from the party, to the point 
of opposing party policies and party discipline. 


In the period when the party wae clandestine and during the war of resis- 
tance many comrades valorously sacrificed their lives. Production heroes 
and leading workers are dedicating all their forces to their work. Such 
people are not demanding positions and honor. They never demand the 
party's "gratitude." 


Our party is a mass party, with hundreds of thousands of members. Histori- 
cally it has so developed that in our country moet party members come from 
the petit bourgeoisie. This is not astounding in the least. Under the 
influence of bourgeois ideology, initially, some party members were un- 
stable in their positions. They had some vague convictions and erroneous 
views. However, after training in the .evolutionary period and during the 
war of resistance, as a whole, our party members have become quite good and 
loyal to the party, loyal to the revolution. 


These comrades understand that the errors of « party member would lead to 
errors on the part of the masses. For this reason, if committing an error, 
they willingly and immediately correct it, not allowing for many petty 
errors to merge into one big one. For this reason they are able to honest- 
ly criticize themselves and other comrades, in order to go forth jointly. 


This is entirely consistent with revolutionary morality. After many years 
of clandestine activities, subjected to persecution and terror on the part 
of the colonizers, operating in difficult and dangerous conditions, our 
party nevertheless developed, strengthened, and led the people to victory 
in the revolution, to victory in the war of resistance. This was achieved 
because it skillfully used the sharp weapon of criticism and self- 

er‘ ticism. 


However, there still are some party members who, having taken the path of 
individualism, became conceited and arrogant, believing themselves to be 
higher than everyone elee. They criticize others, but do not tolerate the 
criticism of others. They do not acknowledge self-criticism, or else they 
do not criticize themselves frankly and seriously. They fear that after 
self-criticism they would lose their respectability and prestige. They do 
not listen to the opinion of the masses. They scorn the nonparty cadre 
workers. They do not understand that it is difficult to avoid errors when 
one is active. We do not fear errors. All that we fear is that, having 
made an error, we do not dare to correct it. In order to correct an error 
properly one must always willingly listen to the criticism of the masses 
and sincerely criticize oneself. if one is unwilling to listen to critic- 
ism and to engage in self-criticism, one would necessarily fall behind and 
lose one's way. Yet, the masses do not need stragglers. Such are the in- 
evitable consequences of individualism. 


The working class and the toiling people have tremendous and inexhaustible 
strength. However, this strength could be victorious only under the 
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party's leadership. At the same time, the party must be closely linked 
with the masses, It must skillfully organize and lead them. Then, and 
only then will the revolution be successful, 


Revolutionary morality calle for blending with the masses within a single 
entity. It calle for faith in the masses, for understanding the masses, 
for attentiveness to the opinion of the masses. The words and actions of 
the party members and members of the youth league and the cadre workers 
must be such that the people will believe in them, and respect and love 
them. They must contribute to closely rallying the people around the 
party. They must organize the people, agitate and mobilize the masses for 
the active implementation of the party's policy and of ite decisions. 


That is precisely what all of ue did in the revolution and the war of 
resistance, 


Today, however, individualism has begun to appear in sowe comrades. They 
believe they can do anything. They have distanced themselves from the 
masses. They are unwilling to learn from the masses, yet want to teach the 
masses. They avoid work related to the organization, propaganda and educa- 
tion of the masses. They have been contaminated by bureaucracy and will- 
fulness. As a result, the masses do not trust, respect or love them, and 
they become totally useless. 


Our North Vietnam is following the path to socialism. This is the urgent 
demand of millions of working people. It is collective cause of the 
toiling masses headed by our party. Individualism is one of the obstacles 
in building socialism. Therefore, the struggle for the victory of social- 
ism cannot be separated from the struggle for uprooting individualisa. 


The struggle against individualism does not mean in the least any "flouting 
of personal interest." Every person has his character and his merits, his 
private and his family life. If such personal interests are not conflict- 
ing with those of the collective, this is nothing bad. One should realize 
that only under a socialist system does every person acquire conditions for 
improving his personal life and for developing his character and his quali- 
ties. 


No system has such respect for man, pays such great attention to his 
personal interests, providing that they are legitimate, and offers such 
guarantees for their satisfaction as socialism and communism. In a society 
ruled by the class of exploiters it is only the interests of a small hand- 
ful of people belonging to the ruling class that are satisfied. The 
interests of the toiling masses are ignored. Under socialism and commn- 
ism, conversely, the toiling people are the maste:s of the society and 
every person, as a member of the collective, holds a specific position in 
society and makes his contribution to the work of society. Therefore, the 
interests of the individual--within those of the collective--are part of 
the interests of the collective. Conditions for the satisfaction of the 
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individual interests are created only by guaranteeing the satisfaction of 
the interests of the collective. 


The interests of the individual are closely linked with those of che 
collective. Should personal interests conflict with those of the collec- 
tive revolutionary morality calle for subordinating the personal interests 
of the individual to the common interests of the collective. 


The revolution goes forth, the party goes forth. Therefore, che revosu- 
tionary as well must go forth. 


Millions of people become involved in the revolutionary movement. Revolu- 
tionary work consists of a variety of different matters of varying complex- 
ity. In order to be able to analyze the complex circumstances, clearly see 
contradictions, and be able properly to resolve the complex problems, we 
must properly master the theory of Marxism-Leninism. Only the knowledge of 
Marxist-Leninist theory would enable us to strengthen revolutionary 
morality, retain the firmness of our positic \s, deepen our understanding, 
upgrade our political standard, and properly carry out the party's assign- 
ments. 


To study Marxism-Leninism means to learn how to act in all circumstances, 
both accurately in terms of «thers and oneself. It means to know the 
general principles of Marxism-Leninism in order to creatively apply them 
under the specific conditions of our country. it means learning for the 
sake of working. In this case theory must march in step with practice. 


However, some comrades limit themselves merely to memorizing a few booklets 
on Marxism-Leninism, and then believe that they understand Marxism bette- 
than anyone else. In practice, however, in resolving specific p-oblems, 
they either operate automatically or become confused. Their words do not 
meet their actions. They have read the Marxist books but have not mastered 
the spirit of Marxism-Leninism. They learn for the sake of boasting with 
their knowledge rather than applying such knowledge in revolutionary work. 
This too is a manifestation of individualisna. 


Individualism triggers a number oi dangerous faults: bureaucracy, arbi- 
trariness, factionalism, subjectivism, corruption and waste. ... It 
binds its victim and blinds its eyes. In all matters, such people proceed, 
above all, from seifish motivations and do not consider in the ieasc the 
interests of the working class, the people. 


Individualism is a terrible enemy of socialism. The revolutionary must 
uproot it. 


Today the tasks of the party and the people consist of the all-round expan- 
sion of output and conservation, so that North Vietnam may reach socialism 
and create a solid foundation for the reunification of the country. This 

is a great task. All of us, all members of the party and youth league, all 
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cadfe workere, whether party Gem@befes of HOnmeRDETS, Gust selfessly eerve 
the party throughout their lives, serve the people. This is 4 valuable 
quality of the revelutionary, @ manifestation of revolutionary morality. 
Thie ie partyemindedness and clase leyalty. This is a guarantee for the 
vietery of the party, the working clase, and the entire people, 


Revolutionary merality does net fall from the eky. It is developed and 
strenathened in the course of daily etruggie, in daily and adamant train- 
ine. tt te Like a dlamend which shines the more brightiy the more it is 
polished, tt is Like gold whose purity increases the longer it is smelted. 


What could be greater, what could bring gore happiness than the development 
within oneself ef the epiritual qualities of the revolutionary in order to 
make 4 worthy contribution to the building of socialism and the Liberation 
of mankind! 


May 411 members of the party and the youth league and all party and non- 
party cadre workere go forth. 
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MARX’ ‘DAS KAPITAL’ TN THE HOMELAND OF LENINISM 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 99109 
[Article by Prof A. Malysh] 


[Text] in the chronicles of the past and the present the name Karl Marz 
ranks among the greatest and moet glorious. A brilliant revolutionary and 
scientist, together with his Like-m'aded and ioya, friend Priedrich 
Engels, he saw in the proletariat not only 4 victim of merciless exploita- 
tion, worthy of sympathy, but 4 tremendous force which was called upon to 
wreck the system of capitalist slavery. ‘Thr ugh hie thoughts and practical 
activities Marx laid the foundations of the worker's and communist gove- 
ments. He lit the torch of freedom which illuminated to millions of 
oppressed people the way to victorious political struggle, subsequently 
marked by accomplishments of unfversal-historical significance. 


The age of liberated labor and of the t<iumph of the ideas of scientific 
communism was inaugurated with the victory of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution. Today real socialiem is clearly proving ite tremendous advan- 
tages over capitaliem in the economic, social, cultural, and political 
areas. Practical experience has unquestionabiy proved the validity of the 
doctrine elaborated by Marx and Engels and developed by Viedimir Il ‘ich 
lenin. 


Marx" “Das Kapital” was a lifetime project. Anything that ‘co truly 
brilliant presumes not only 4 special talent but an infiexible wilipower, 

a tireless desire to serve high and sobie objectives, and the great pains 
of creativity. Marx justifiably holde an outstanding position among the 
fiery and tireless fighters, the phenomenaliy devoted promoter: of thinking 
and searchers for the truth. A lengthy, almoet 25-year period of time, 
separates the beginnirg of his economic etudy from the pubiication of the 


first volume of “Das Kevital.” Several versions of the work have reached 
us. The author was very unwilling to part with the manuecript, trying to 
perfect in it in all respects. He said that, — Tt ie pleasant to lick 


the baby clean after such painful birth pangs (4%. Marx and F. Engels, 
“Soch.” ‘Works)], Vol 31, p 150). After the publication of the volume he 
revised it on three different occasions for the new editions. The 
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differences between the . iret (186/) and the second German (1872) edition, 
and between the latter and the authorised French edition (1872-1875) are eo 
substantial that each of them is of independent scientific value. 


in the course of hie long and very diffieult life, Marx courageousely with=- 
stood the deliberate badgerinag ef the press and open police persecution. We 
and hie family lived in want. Hie children died, tle himself was torn by 
disease. Nowever, he did not yield. Wis objective stood above everything 
elee: Not to yield to the prejudices of the ruling classes and, through 
scientific research, reach a result which would arm the revolutionary 
workers, te wrote that the following requirements should be posted at the 
gates of science! 


“Were the soul quest be firm; here fear gust not be the 
counselor” (see Marx and Engels, op cit, Vol 13, p 9). 


These words, borrowed from Dante's “Divine Comedy," always remained his 
inviolable principle and his motto. 


“Das Kapital” honorably withetood the most rigourous test--the test of 
time. The true revolutionaries check their course against it and never 
part with it. It gay have been banned, withdrawn from circulation, or 
burned on bonfires. However, the raging of the reactionaries and the 
obscuranticte merely revealed their historical doom. The omnipotent ideas 
of “Das Kapital” are continuing their triumphant marc, around the planet. 


“Das Kapital” enjoyed particularly great success in Russia. Considering 
the then relatively sodest transportation facilities, Marx’ work covered in 
a few weeke the long distance from Hamburg, where the first volume was 
printed, in September in 1867, to Petersburg and Moscow. From the very 
beginning, “Das Kapital” wae read and known in Russia almost better than in 
Germany iteel!. 


What were the reasons for thie curious and, seemingly paradoxical phenome- 
non? 


The Russia of the first half of the 19th century amazes us with ite extreme 
variety. Underdeveloped production forces. Exceptional poverty and wide- 
spread illiteracy of the people's masses, and their growing protest ageinst 
social oppression and injustice. Absolutist rule and obecurantien promoted 
from the top. Obetacles were erected in the echoole to the teaching of 
scientific theories of economy and geology. They were replaced by the 
wiedom of Providence and the Creator, while obsolete dogmas alternated with 
prayers. 


Classes in practical anatomy were forbidden in the sedical schools. There 
was ever vigilant censorship in book publishing and the press. 


Against the background of su-h phenomena, the advanced awareness of and 
lively interest in the progressive ideological currents of the century, and 
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the profound knewledge which the outetanding sone of Russia displayed of 
the best accomplishments of world phiicsephy become even more striking. 

T ideas of the french Pnlightenment, of French and English utopian 

60. jaliats, German classical philosophy and English classical political 
economy were perfectiy well known im Russie. fugene Onegin, the young 
rake 1A. 8. Pushkin's famous novel etudied “something, somehow.” How- 
ever, even he was a “profound economist,” and “read Adam Smith” and, let us 
add, deapite the then fashionable doctrine of ®ereancilien, whieh was based 
on the accumulation of the yellow metal, “war able to see how the state was 
getting richer and how it lived, and why it did sor need gold when it had 
the simple product.” These words reveal the deep familiarity displayed by 
the brilliant poet with one of the complex sciences and hie entirely pro= 
fessional assessment of the innovative role which Acam Smith played in the 
interpretation of the prime reason and nature of wealth. The poetic Lines 
of the luminary of Russian poetry essentially state that which, later on, 
the young Engele covered with a scientific formila: Adam Saith is the 
Luther, the reformer of political economy (see Marx and Engels, op cit, 
Vol i, p 549). 


The situation of the toiling masses, suffering from the oppression of 
despotism and serfdom, prompted the progressive people in Russia to 
scientifically criticize the dominating social relations with a view to the 
elimination of faults which were not caused by the etinginess of nature in 
the least. The very formulation of the question contained at least an 
intuitive awereness of the essential aspect of the subject and the gost 
important social function of political economy. 


N. G. Chernyshevekiy, described by Marx in the postface of the second 
edition of the first volume of "Das “apitel” a8 4 great Russian scientist 
and critic, brilliantly displayed original thinking in problems of politi- 
cal economy and promoted ideas which were not directly determined by the 
social base and which stood above ite level at che time. Chernyshevekiy 
was given such flattery and, unquestionably, deserved appreciation for his 
“Eesays on Political Economy (After Mill),” published in 1661, in which he 
sensitively realized and described the specific process of the rejection of 
scientific impartiality by the bourgeois sciatists with the aggravation of 
the class struggle waged by the proletariat. 


As early as the 1840's-1850's the works of K. Marx and F. Engels became 
quite well known in Russia. Many progressive personalities welcomed with 
interest the “Communist Party Manifesto,” the “Poverty of Philosophy,” the 
“Situation of the Working Class in England,” and “Wired Labor and Capital.” 
Marx and Engels actively corresponded with Russians. The sames of the 
leaders of the international working ciase triggered sincere sympathy and 
tremendous respect among the progressive circles of Russian society. It 
was no accident that it was precisely Marx who was elected corresponding 
secretary of the General Council of the International for Russia. The 
Russians who knew Marx and Engels spoke with admiration about their per- 
sonal qualities and outstanding minds. in turn, Marx and fogels cherished 
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their friendship with the Russiane, used their advice and their help in 
literary matters, and highly rated their revolutionary enthusiasm, They 
were interested in Russian literature and social thought, and rated most 
enthusiastically the works of a number of writers. 


Marx became particularly well known in Russia as the author of “Das 
Kapital.” Hie fame as the greatest economist was acquired immediately. It 
wae extensive and firm. In the 1870's alone there were about 170 special 
reviews and other publications in which “Das Kapital” was either cited or 
mentioned (see “Letopiei Markeigma” [Marxist Chronicles), I (XI), Moscow= 
Leningrad, 1930, pp 123-149), 


N. lL, Tiber wae the first substantial reviewer of "Das Kapital” in Russia 
ae well as on 4 general Buropean scale. Wie master's dissertation 

"D. Ricarde's Theory of Value and Capital in Connection with Subsequent 
Editions and Clarifications” drew Marx’ attention and earned his high 
appreciation. "Ase early as 1871," Marx wrote on 24 January 1873, in the 
postface to the second edition of the first volume of “Das Kapital,” 

"Mr N. Ziber, professor of political economy at Kiev University, proved in 
hie work "D. Ricardo's Theory of Value and Capital,’ that in its fundament- 
al features ay theory of value, money and capital is the necessary further 
development of the Smith-Ricardo theory. Reading this valuable book the 
Western European reader ie particularly struck by the systematic pursuit of 
an adopted purely theoretical viewpoint” (Marx and Engels, op cit, Vol 23, 
p 19). 


Marx referred just ae flatteringly to Ziber's book in his 1879-1960 remarks 
on A. Wagner's “Textbook on Political Eeonomy.” Commenting on Wagner's 
conclusion that Marx’ theory of value is, allegedly, the same as Ricardo's 
“theory of costes,” Marx noted among other things, that "Mr Wagner could see 
both from "Dae Kapital’ ase well ae from Ziber's work (had he been familiar 
with the Ruseien language) the difference between me and Ricardo. Ricardo, 
in fact, considered labor merely as a measure for the size of the cost, by 
virtue of which he found no connection between his own theory of value and 
the nature of money” (ibid, Vol 19, p 372). 


Between 1876 and 1878 Ziber published in the journals ZNANIYE and SLOVO a 
series of articles entitled "Marx’ Economic Theory.” In 1885 he published 
a revised edition of hie dissertation under a different title, “David 
Ricardo and Karl Marx in Their Socioeconomic Studies.” This, in itself, 
was significant. Explaining in detail the basic aspects of Marx’ economic 
doctrine, Ziber emphasized that it represents a historical development of 
the foundatior of political economy established by the bourgeois classics, 
and the enrichment of their studies with the latest accomplishments of 
social thinking and the latest economic changes. 


The exceptional interest shown in "Das “apital” in a country with a 
relatively backward economic base, a country which was only in the stage of 
what CG. V. Plekhanov described as the “Buropeanization” of its social life 
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(see G. V. Plekhanov, “Istoriya Russkey Obehchestvennoy Mysli" [history of 
Russian Social Thought], Vol 1, Moscow-leningrad, 1925, p 4) is explained 
by the fact that social awareness was restless and progressive social 
thought firmly rejected all possible “meaningless allegories and hypo- 
theses," to use H, Heine's words, eagerly seeking “straight answers" to the 
“damn questions” raised by the times, by life itself. There was urgent 
need for effective revolutionary theory. in their thoughts about their 
people and their fatherland, the beet members of Russian society learned 
from the lessons and experience of others, mastered Western progressive 
ideas, tried to apply them to Russian conditions, and created plane fe the 
radical reorganization of the social order. 


The revolutionary democrate-<these noble and caring spokesmen for justice 
and freedom--were waking Russia up. Some of them called upon it to rise 
againet czariem, and "to the ax." The breadth of their knowledge, origin- 
ality of their thoughts, and bold thrust are worthy of infinite admiration. 
Unfortunately, however, they merely came close to the proper interpretation 
of the probleme facing the country. At that time no one was able to reach 
the level obtained by Man and Engels. 


Only Marxiem, which had developed “in clowe connection with the practice of 
a truly mase and truly revolutionary movement” (V. I. Lenin, "Poln. Sobr. 
Soch." [Complete Collected Works], Vol 41, p 7) fully and accurately ex- 
pressed the nature of the times, and truly scientifically explained the 
world, while at the same time becoming a material transforming force. 


The theory of Marx and Engels, "Das Kapital,” reveal the nature of capital- 
iem not only in England, the classical country of ‘this production method in 
the middle of the 19th century. "De te fabula narratur! (is this not your 
own etory!)," was Marx’ anewer in the preface to the first edition to "Das 
Kapital,” using Horace's words, to the German “optimists” who were loading 
themselves with the pharisaic hope that England's economic development will 
not be ropeated in Germany. 


The basic Marxist conclusions are universally valid and internationally 
significant. The laws and trends revealed mainly with the help of the 
English example, had to appear, sooner or later, in other countries as 
well. An industrially more developed country, Marx pointed out, presents 
4 less developed picture of its future (see Marx and Engeis, op cit, 

Vol 23, pp 6, 9). 


The 1861 reform "granted" by czarist autocracy accelerated the capitalist 
development of the country. However, the prospects for socioeconomic 
change were quite unclear even to those who were quite sincerely concerned 
with the needs of the people and were ready to make any personal sacrifices 
in the struggle against the ruling regime and who also possessed extensive 
erudition and a sharp mind. 


For example, there were extensive debates on the role of the rural comm- 
nity. To many it represented not only a specific institution in Russian 
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life, but a foundation for the establishment of socialist relations, by- 
passing the “uleer of the proletariat,” which was consider an inevitable 
ill afflicting Western Burope only. Naturally, in che course of such 
debates the people turned to "Das Kapital.” On 16 February 1981 Vera 
Zasulich, the famous revolutionary, wrote to Marx from Geneva that, "You 
must know that your ‘Das Kapital’ enjoys great popularity in Russia. 
Deapite the confiscation of the work, the emall number of surviving copies 
ia being read and reread by the bulk of more-or-less educated people in our 
country, and etudied by the serious people. However, what you probably do 
not know ie the role which your ‘Das Kapital’ plays in our discussions of 
the agrarian problem in Russia and on our rural community. Better than 
anyone else you know how important and topical this problem is in Russia, 
You know what Chernyshevakiy thought about it... . In my view, this is 
a problem of life or death, particularly to our socialist party" 

("K. Marke, F. Bngel's { Revolyuteionnaya Rossiya” [K. Marx and F. Engels 
and Revolutionary Russia], Politigdat, Moscow, 1967, p 434). The “social- 
ist party” referred to in the letter, i.e., the populist intelligentsia, as 
we can see, was sincerely and profoundly interested in "Das Kapital." 
However, it neither saw nor could acknowledge the fact that Russia had 
irreversibly entered the path of capitalist development. 


Here ie yet another documentary proof. On 25 July 1880 M. K. Gorbunova, 
who taught clasees in “most ordinary vocational schools for girls," and 
who corresponded with Engels, wrote to him the following: "I will also ask 
you to please tell Mr Marx his work "Das Kapital” is widespread in Russia, 
not only among scientists but, above all, among those who are showing any 
sort of interest in the social sciences and the situation of the people; 
"Dae Kapital” ie read by many teachers, i.e., by those among them who take 
their profession seriously. However, the more "Das Kapital" is read, and 
the more the readers and the young people master the principles it con- 
tains, the worse the reputation the work acquires among prosecutors and 
investigative judges... . To us this is a precious book and a profoundly 
respected teacher" (ibid, pp 407, 410-411). This offers a valuable and 
curious proof: the proletariat in factories and plants was in its inchoate 
period of formation. There was no mass workers movement. However, the 
revolutionary outlook of the proletariat developed abroad met with a 
response in Ruesia and was accepted, one way or the other, by the searching 
intelligentsia in ite oppositionary feelings. This is quite important 
because it was within its midst that people who were not indifferent to the 
difficulties of the working class and who, somewhat later, fructified its 
struggle through Marxist theory brought from the outside, were being 
raised. 


L. N. Tolstoy probably referred to "Das Kapital” frequently. His private 
library contained both the German and Russian editicas of the first volume. 
In 1895 he admitted that, "I attentively read ‘Das Kapital,’ .. . and am 
ready to take a test on the subject.” Somewhat later he read works related 
to “Das Kapital’: "“Marx’ Reonomic Theory,” by L. Slonimskiy, and "King 
Hunger (Feonomic Faesays)" by A. N. Bakh. He made numerous notes on the 


127 





margine of "Das Kapital,” ae well as in the other works. A draft of the 
article "Slavery in Our Time," written by Toletoy in 1669-1890 contains 


excerpts from "Das Kapital.” The titie of one of the sketches may be vir- 
tually borrowed from "Das Kapital’: “The Most \hexpenes ive Commodity." 
As we know, this classic of world Literature who presented us with imper- 


ishable artistic values was quite distant (com Marsiem, and even hie famil- 
iarity with “Das Kapital" did not bring hiw any closer to adop.ing the 
objectives and meaning of the labor movement, or understand’ og tne Russian 
revolution, which is objectively mirrorec. However, ae a brilliant painter 
of human characters, clearly seeing the basenese of ceariat autocracy, he 
exposed the exploiting system with the greatest poseible indignation and 
mercilessly criticized capitalism. Despite ail the shortcomings of his 
Outlook, Toletoy's unquestionable meric is the “full exposure of che con- 
tradictions between the growth of wealth and the achievements of civiliza- 
tion and the growth of poverty” (Lenin, op cic, Vel 17, p 209). 


The initial translations of "Das Kapital" in Russian made during che life- 
time of Marx and Engels, and the first popular publications of "Das 
Kapital,” were maior phenomena in che history of world socialiem and in the 
theoretical preparations for the organization of a revolutionary party of 
the Russian proletariat. 


The publication of the first volume was preceded by an intensive discussion 
of the problems raised in "Das Kapital” in journal and newspaper articles, 
references to the German edition in specialized economic studies .and, 
naturally, the numerous responses of the reading pubiic. 


For example, the following fact borrowed from the autobiography of 

K. A. Timirvazev is quite curious. ". .. 1 was probably among the first 
in Russia,” he wrote, "to become acquainced with ‘Das Kapital.’ In the 
summer of 1867, on my trip back from Sibirsk, where i was conducting 
experiments based on D. I. Mendeleyev's plan, I went to visit 

P. A. Il*yenkov at the recently opened Petrovekaya Academy (today the 
Moscow Agricultural Academy imeni Timiryazev--cthe author). I found 

P. A. Tl'yenkov in his office-library, behind his desk: in front of hia 
was a thick freshly published German book .. . Marx’ ‘Das Kapital." 

Since it had been published at the end of 1867, obviously, this was one of 
the first copies to fall into Russian hands. Immediately, with admiration 
and his typical ski'i, Pavel Anctonovich celivered to me just about an 
entire lecture on what he had already managed to read. ... Only several 
weeks after the publication of ‘Das Kapital,’ a chemictry professor at the 
recently opened Petrovskaya Academy wae already one of the first dissemina- 
tors of the ideas of Marx in Russia” (K. A. Timiryazev, “Izbrannyye 
Sochineniya™ [Selected Works], Vol 2, Moscow, 1957, p 266). 


The idea of publishing a Russian translation of “Das Kapitei” arose among 


the revolutionary youth of Petersburg, ralliec around G. A. Lopatin, @ 
rather unusual person, alumni of the satural sciences facuity of Petersburg 
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University, soon after the publication of the first German edition, 

Lopatin made an exceptional impression on anyone he met. G. I. UVspenskiy 
intended to creat Lopatin's life in the novel "A Daring Fine Young Fellow." 
"The novel I am writing,” he said, “ie an autobiography. Not my own but 
something resembling that of Lopatin. How much he has seen in his time! 

lie roamed from the position of a guberniya official to a stockade in the 
Caucasus; from the Caucasus to Italy, and straight to the battle of Menton, 
to Herzen and subsequently for three years in Siberia and then to the 
Angara, along which he sailed 1,000 versts, then to Shenkursk, London, 
Zurich and Parise. We has seen everyone and everything. His life is a 
poem. He has mastered three languages to perfection. We knows how to talk 
to a member of parliament, a police officer, a mughik . . . while at the 
same time he could rise to the lectern in a minute and deliver a very 
interesting lecture. An amazing character" (BYLOYE, No 10 (22), 1907, 

p 45). 


Lopatin's circle included N. F. Daniyel'son, who worked for the Mutual 
Credit Company, M. F. Negreskv] (P. L. Lavrov's son in law), N. N. Lyubavin 
who was to become professor of chemistry at Moscow University, and 

I. I. Bilibin, who later became a famous publisher. 


in the summer of 1870 Lopatin went to London to discuss with Marx the 
transiation of “Das Kapital” into Russian. He was welcomed by Marx and his 
family with great hospitality. Subsequently, he described the event as 
follows: "I cannot say that Marx welcomed me courteously, for this would 
be eaying too little. Hie behavior was more warm than courtly. His wife 
told me that she would consider herself hurt should I take a hotel room in 
London .. ." ("Ruaskiye Sovremenniki o K. Markee i F. Engel'se” [Russian 
Contemporaries of K. Marx and F. Engele)], Politizdat, Moscow, 1969, p 130). 


On the translation itself Lopatin says the following: "Considering my 
remarks on the difficulty for the public at large to understand the first 
chapter and the appendix, Marx suggested that I begin my translation with 
the second chapter, promising that by the time I finished my translation he 
would combine the first chapter and the appendix, thus making it more 
generally understandable. After translating about one-third of the book, 
the second and third chapters in particular, and, if I remember, beginning 
the fourth, I interrupted my work for a while for a trip to Siberia with a 
view to releasing Chernyshevekiy .. . and I found myself spending a long 
stretch in the Irkutek stockade. It was then that Daniyel'son, my univer- 
sity fellow worke and lifelong friend, undertook to complete my transla- 
tion, carefully ac opting my terminology. However, it was precisely as a 
result of lack of personal familiarity with Marx and the then difficulty of 
corresponding with him, and as a result of his desire to acquaint the 
Russian public with his work as soon as possible, that Daniyel'son was 
foreed to release the first volume of "Das Kapital’ in its original aspect. 
The first chapter and the appendix were translated not by me but by yet 
another comrade whom I shall not name. .. ." (ibid, pp 53-54). 
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N. F. Daniyel'son tranclated part of the fourth chapter and the entire 
fifth and sixth chapters. The “third comrade” wae N. N. Lyubavin. While 
working on the translation he lived in Berlin and it was through him that 
letters and book ehi,~entse traveled from Daniyel'son, in Petersburg, to 
Marx, in London. 


For the sake of clarity, let us point out here that the 1867 German edition 
from which the translation was made had the follow'ng etructure: preface; 
chapter one, "Commodity and Money"; chapter two, “Conversion of Money into 
Capital"; chapter three, "Production of Absolute Added Value"; chapter 

four, "Production of Relative Added Value"; chapter five, "Purther Study of 
the Production of Absolute and Relative Added Value"; chapter six, "Process 
of Capital Accumulation"; and the appendix to chapter one, "Form of Value." 


The most important work on the translation of the first volume was done by 
Lopatin, who was no more than 25 years old at the time. He knew German and 
other languages well and had excellent theoretical training. His close 
acquaintanceship with Marx and Marx' advice and explanations played an 
important role. Marx highly valued his young Russian friend. “He has a 
very clear critical mind," he wrote. “He has a happy character, he is 
patient and resilient Like a Russian peasant... ." (Marx and Engels, op 
eit, Vol 32, p 430). 


K. Marx decided to revise chapter one espe-ially for the Russian edition, 
and combine it with the appendix entitled “Form of Value.” However, his 
extensive involvement with the General Council of the International, and 
poor health prevented him from doing so. Only relatively minor changes 
were made (see K. Marx and F. Engels, op cit, Vol 33, pp 266-267). A num 
ber of corrections and additions, part of which are related to the content 
of the work, were obviously made after his talk with Lopatin. 


Few were the people among those who tested their strength in such a 
delicate matter as the translation of "Das Kapital” could cope with the 
difficult task of translating into a different language Marx' thoughts and 
style. In 1869 M. A. Bakunin failed totally. The transiation of “Das 
Kapital” into English, undertaken by the leader of the English Social 
Democratic Federation H. Haindman (J. Broadhaus) became quite an embarrass- 
ment. The translation was so poor that Engels was forced to write the 
sharply critical article entitled "How Not to Translate Marx" (Marx and 
Engels, op cit, Vol 21, pp 237-245). 


While giving Lopatin, Daniyel'son and Lyubavin their due, we aust point out 
that they performed a pioneering role: the practice of translating foreign 
scientific publications was insufficiently developed in Russia; the Russian 
language had no Marxist political-economic terminology. Let us also take 
into consideration the difficulty of properly understanding and presenting 
all the nuance of "Das Kapital.” Inordinate ability and profound knowledge 
were needed. The art aad erudition of the three young Russian people are 
truly worthy of admiration. All in all, they sucessfully surmounted the 
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language barriers and in most cases found adequate words and expressions to 
present Marx' thoughts and reproduce in Russian texts written by other 
authors (from ancient tv most modern times) cited in "Das Kapital." 


It was precisely since then that basic terms and concepts, such as “added 
value," “added iabor," “added product," “capitalist production method,” 
“consumer value," “exchange value," "form of value," “vaiue," "productive 
force of labor,” “wage,” “value forming process," "primary accumulation," 
"form of manifestation,” and many others were put into scientific circula- 
tion. These terme are universal in our acience. It would be inconceivable 
to imagine today the use of any other terms which would describe the res- 
pective concept with such precision and clarity. The creation of the 
Russian terminology for "Das Kapital” is a major accomplishment of our 
economic science. 


Marx and Engels referred to this translation with a great deal of praise. 
In his 23 May 1972 letter to F. Sorga, Marx wrote that, "An excellent 
Russian translation has been published in Petersburg" (Marx and Engels, op 
cit, Vol 33, p 395). Reporting to J. Becker on 14 June 1872 the appearance 
of the Russian translation, Engels rated it as follows: ". . . It is very 
good" (ibid, p 418). ‘somewhat later, on 21 June 1872, in his letter to 

F. Sorga, Marx noted, yet once again, that the Russian translation of the 
book has been “masterly done” (ibid, p 414). 


K. Marx “ascribed tremendous importance to the then existing movement in 
Russia," we read in the memoire of the German worker F. Lessner. “He spoke 
of its members with great respect, as people suffering great sacrifices for 
the sake of the study and dissemination of theoretical works and under- 
standing the contemporary ideas. When a coupleted copy of "Das Kapital’ in 
Russian fina'ly reached him, sent from Petersburg, thie event became note- 
worthy and co sidered a real triumph Marx, his family, and friends" 
("Vospominaniya o Markse i Engel'se" [Recollections on Marx and Engels), 
Moscow, 1956, p 168). Marx, Lenin was to write later, "was exultant on the 
success of “Das Kapital” in Russia” (Lenin, op cit, Vol 15, p 267). 


The first foreign edition of the second and third volumes of "Das Kapital” 
were also Russian, translated by N. F. Daniyel'son. Both were published in 
the fresh steps of the German originals edited by Engels. Daniyel'son made 
his translation from the proofs and finished copy supplied by Engels. The 
firet Russian edition of the second volume came out in January 1886 (the 
German came out in 1885 and Engels’ preface to it was dated 5 May 1885-- 
Marx’ birthday); the first Russian edition of the third volume came out in 
1896 (the German came out in 1894) (see “Prizhiznennyye Izdaniya i 
Publikateii Proizvedeniy K. Markea i F. Engel'sa” [Editions and Publica- 
tions of the Works of K. Marx and F. Engels in Their Lifetime], Vol II, 
Moscow, 1977, pp 65, 68-69). 


Lenin and the activities of the great Leninist party are related to a new 
Outstanding vivid page in the history of "Das Kapital.” Lenin undertook 
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the study of "Das Kapital” at the age of 18 and soon became its greatest 
expert and propagandist. 1. V. Babushkin, member of the “Alliance for the 
Struggle for the Liberation of the Working Classe," describes in his memoirs 
Viadimir Tl'ich's skill in explaining to the simple workers the ideas in 
"Das Kapical": “Classes were held in my room... . The circle consisted 
of six members and a lecturer and classes were given on political economy 
according to Marx. The lecturer explained to us this science orally, with 
no notes whatever, frequently trying to promote objections or the desire 
for an argument, at which point he became provocative, for i, someone to 
prove to someone else the accuracy of his viewpoint on the given problen. 
Thus, our lectures were quite lively. .. . ‘This teaching method was the 
best means for explaining the problem to the audience. All of us were 
quite pleased with these lectures and always admired the mind of our 
lecturer .. ." ("Vospominaniya I. V. Babushkina. 1893-1900 gg." [The 
Memoirs of I. V. Babushkin. 1893-1900], Moscow, 1951, pp 55-56). 


Subsequently, Lenin's talent as a lecturer was to be universally admired by 
the students attending party courses. As we know, most of their curriculum 
dealt with problems of political economy and with, above all, "Das 
Kapital.” 


Lenin's works prove his amazingly profound understanding of this work. 
They reflect a thorough knowledge of “Das Kapital,” a mastery of the 
Marxist method, the skillful use of one or another theoretical concept in 
the study of specific reality and, actually, the development of the ideas 
of Marxism and its enrichment with new conclusions. 


V. I. Lenin defended “Vac Kapital” from frontal bourgeois attacks, inten- 
sified on the eve of the general crisis of capitalism, and from refined 
opportunistic attempts to revise it. At the same, he gave an object lesson 
of not dogmatic, but truly creative mastery of "Das Kapital" and of other 
works by Marx and Engels. He developed their doctrine and the theory of 
dialectical materialism and Marxist political economy in width and in 
depth. 


Lenin's general views on "Das Kapital” are noteworthy. In his work "Who 
Are the ‘Friends of the People’ and How They Fight the Social Democrats?" 
he pointed out that we find in “Das Kapital" a most detailed analysis of 
the laws governing the functioning of the capitalist socioeconomic system. 
Marx showed the origin and development of capitalism, the market organiza- 
tion of the public economy, its conversion into a capitalist economy, the 
formation of antagonistic classes, and the development of contradictions 
within social labor. Even though "Das Kapital’ is based on a consideration 
of production relations, here Marx traces the nature of the svperstructure 
corresponding to bourgeois production relations. ‘The reason for the 
tremendous success enjoyed by 'Das Kapital’ is that this book by a ‘German 
economist’ depicted the living capitalist social system, with its day to 
day sides, factual social manifestations of clase antagonisms inherent in 
production relations, bourgeois political superstructure which protects the 
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hwinottion of the capttalitut Clann, thy bourgeoina idean of treedom, 
cquglityy, aad ae oon, and bourgeoia tamily relattona”™ Chentn, opeit, Vel lt, 
yy ob th) 


ln hin works Lenin etted "Das Kapital” both in tte Russian translation and, 
T recpen ntty, his own translation from the German, Furthermore, the initial 
plan called for Lenin's editing the third Rusatan edition of the second 
volume Cin 1907). However, Vladimir Tl'ich was unable to carry out this 
project. He wan able to edit only the Firat chapter, "Monetary Capital 
Circulation,” 


History refuted the stupid "prophecy" of the czariat censor who stated, in 
commection with the publication of the first Russian edition of the firat 
volume of “Das Kapital,’ that “few people would read the book in Ruesia and 
even fewer would understand it" ("Letopiel Markeaizgma,"” I (XT), Moscow 
Leningrad, 1930, p 69). 


Om Voltatre remarked on the subject of his own philosophy of enlighten- 
ment that, “This is not for tailors or shoemakers." “Das Kapital,” how- 
ever, was aimed precisely at the working people. It found its proper 
recipients. "Om the continent,” Engels wrote in 1886, "'Das Kapital’ is 
‘requeatly deseribed as the ‘bible of the working class.' No one among 
those familiar the Labor movement would start denying that the conclusions 
found in ‘Das Kapital’ are becoming, with every passing day, and to an ever 
‘reoter extent, the basic principles governing the great movement of the 
working class. . . . The working class everywhere is accepting these con- 
clustons as the most accurate expression of its situation and expectations" 
(Marx and Fngels, op cit, Vol 23, p 33). 


With Red tlag of Marxism-Leniniam flying, the working class, initially in 
Russia and, subsequently, in a number of other countries, crushed once and 
for all the polftteal and economic domination of the bourgeoisie. <A pro- 
found cultural revolution was made in the course of the great building of 
the new society. "From a tnree-quarter ‘Llliterate country,” Comrade 

lL. |. Brezhnev noted, “the USSR became a country where three-quarters of 
the working people are with higher and secondary education, a country where 
more books are read than anywhere else in the world, and where theater, 
concert, museum, and exhibit attendence is higher than in any other coun- 
trv.” 


After Oetober 1917 “Das Kapital” has been repeatedly reissued in our coun- 
try in Russian and in the languages of the peoples of the USSR--Ukrainian, 
Belorussian, Armenian, Georgian, Lithuanian, and others. These editions 
number millions of copies. Let us note that before the October Revolution 
there was no translation other than in Russian of ‘Das Kapital” in Russia. 
Only individual sections of the first volume had been translated into the 
Ukrainian by [van Franko. 


In the young Soviet republic the collection, publication, and study of the 
works of the Marxist-Leninist classics became a most important governmental 
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vl party matter, By dectaton of the CC REP Ob) Orgburo, dated 11 January 
pat » ot ial tmatitut ion won created tor thia purpone in Moscow! the 

hr. Marx and FP. Poagela lnatitute Ctoday the Inatttute of Marxiam=Leninism of 
lhe CO OCPSO).  Leotin wateheu over ita tlrat steps and, in a number of notes 
to the toattitute’s management, earmarked the immediate program for its 
Metivittes, In par.teular, he requested that attempts be made to purchase 
‘rom tho Gorman social democrats Letters written by Marx and Engels or 
coples of them, and to collect "everything published by Marx and Engels." 
lle wan interested in catatoging what had already been collected in Moscow 
(see Lenin, op eit, Vol 52, p 64). 


Within a short time the inetitute did a great deal of work in this direc- 
tion and soon became a major scientific center of international signifi- 
‘ ant i*s 


The collection of reserved manuscript drafts of “Das Kapital" by the Cen- 
tral Party Arehives of the Institute of Marxism-Leninism is tremendous his- 
torical luck. The first publication of these pearls of scientific commu- 
ninm took place, again, in the Soviet Union. They include the “Economic- 
Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844," "Economic Manuscripts of 1857-1859" 
(the first extensive draft of "Das Kapital,” written by Marx mainly for 
purposes of clarifying problems for his own use), the “Economic Manuscripts 
of 1861-1863" (the second expanded draft of "Das Kapital” and of the 
“Theory of Added Value"), and drafts of the second volume not processed by 
‘nuels. These manuscripts are distinguished by their exceptional wealth 
and, one could aay, universality of content. The show the most important 
landmarks of the history of "Das Kapital,” and of the shaping and develop- 
ment of Marx’ economic theory. Their publication had a tremendous impact 
on the entire Soviet and worldwide progressive social science. Contempo- 
rary scientific thought gained new impetus and basic ideas on problems of 
the theory of liberated labor, real humanism and man, theory of systems and 
systems analysis, theorv of soctoeconomic systems, specific and universal 
economic laws, and conversion of science into a direct productive force. 
Thanks to the publication of Marx' rough drafts and preliminary texts, his 
main work proved to be an even greater and grandiose work of a genius. 
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FEAT OF A COMTINIST WRITER 
Moscow KO\. NIST in Russian No 7, May 60 pp 110-12) 


|Article by |. Bondarenko, first secretary of the Rostovekaya Oblast CPSU 
Commi t tee | 


\Text) Wenoring the anniversary of a writer is a holiday no. only for the 
writer himself but for militone of hie grateful readers both at home and 
far beyond ite borders. 


few writere on earth have been so generously awarded the recognition of the 
people ae Mikhail Alekeandrovich Sholokhev, whose 75th birthday is cele- 
brated by the Seviet people and his numerous admirere abroad. 


In thie gonth of May let ue exp «ee our warm love, respect and gratitude to 
4 pereon with « great communiet heart, ‘igh civic-mindedness and extremely 
rare artietic talent, 4 patriot-fighter. 


Teo ue, who live on the Don it is particularily pleasing to be aware of the 
fact that the life of Mikhail Sholokhev cannot be separated from the Don 
area. ie firet etepe were taken on Don soil. His firet bread was the 
Don coseack cottage loaf. Therefore it was no accident that the then very 
young writer entitled hie firet works “Donekiye Rasskazy” [Don Stories). 


Comparing the distance covered by the writer in three-quarters of a century 
with the epiritual wealth he has personally contributed to domestic and 
world literature, we can describe hie life as an exploit with full justifi- 
cation 


The word “exploit” in the Ruesian language has 4 number of gseanings. Its 
initial=-military--origin wae the basis for the moet praiseworthy descrip- 
tion of activities for the good of mankind. We speak of revolutionary, 
labor, ecientific, and goral exploite. .. . Unqvestionably, we would not 
sin againet the truth by aecribing all these definitions to the vorks of 
M. A. Sholokhov, the communist writer, academician, people's deputy, and 
loval eon of the socialist fatherland. 
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confilete, the most confused Contradictions, and the Most unique passione 
and complexities which occasionally can be resolved only through death, 
self-destruction, However, the triumphant future, like the histerical 
great truth, stande above thie human tragedy. The bright meaning of this 
victery over the past cannot be darkened by any doubts,” 


The extent of artiatic aceuracy of “Tikhiy Don" became a truly clasaieal 
model, The special position which this outstanding work heldse in the 
treasury of world epics has been secured by the fact alone that Sholokhev 
considered raw and merciless truth of historical events which determined 
the fatee of Grigeriy Melekhov, Akein'ya Astakheva, and dogens of other 
characters in the novel, from the clase viewpoint, and from clearcut party 
positions, 


Nerfeading the novel, admiring the powerful talent and penetrating sastery 
of the author, ae the yeare go by we think more and amore of what an ir- 
replaceable echool for the development of a classe approach to the evalua- 
tion of faecte and phenomena in reality the novel is! 


In one of hie early worke, “The Beonomic Content of Populism and its 
Criticiem in the Book by Mr Struve,” V. I. Lenin wrote about party- 
mindedness which makes it necessary “with any assesument of events to 
frankly and openly take che viewpoint of apecific social group” ("Poln. 
Sobr. Seoeh.” [Complete Collected Works}, Vol 1, p 419). Developing this 
concept in another work, "What Kind of Legacy We Reject?" Viedimir I1'ich 
emphasized that “no single man alive could fail to take the side of one or 
another class (having understood their interrelationships), fail to be 
pleased with the successes of a given clase, fail to be eaddened by ite 
failures, fail to be against those who are hostile to this class and 
against those who hinder its development through the dissemination of 
obsolete » «, and eo on, and so forth” (ibid, Vol 2, pp 547-5468). 


Having adopted at an early age the wiedom of the Leniniet principles of 
party mindedness and nationality of literature, with his characteristic 
power of persuasion Mikhail Sholokhow embodied them in his creative prac- 
tice, considering them basic to the development of the country's literary 
life. “I want,” the writer said from the rostrum of the 22d CPSU Congress, 
“for the writer's bleod to be hot when he writes. I want his face to turn 
whit« (rom contained hatred for the enemy when he writes about the enemy, 
and for the writer to laugh and cry alongside the character he loves and 
cherishes. Only thus could 4 true work of art be created, rather than a 
forgery.” 


The truth of life muet not be belittied either by idealiging reality or 
deliberately overermpasizing ite seamy sides. The strict duplication of 
surroundings does not contain sufficient possibilities for describing the 
truth of life in its completeness. Inevitably, the result is either a 
superficially facile description or 4 gray, excessively poor and one-sided 
picture of the real world. What ise needed is the intensive search for the 
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truth, which muat be found in the thick of the people's life. How te 
search, what path to eheese are indicated te the writer, the artist, by his 
Civic conecloushess, ideological purposeluiness and party=mindedners. 


The unity between ideological an’ aesthetic principles, attitude toward 
life, and toward creative attention, and views on the purpose of Litera= 
ture, typical of Mikhail Shelokhov, are an exemple of the true party posi- 
tion which determines, above all, the true fight of artistic perfection. 


The author's uncompromising class approach te the facts of the history of 
the civil war and the fate of the people, the complex events in their lives 
on the crest separating two ages, determined the unique place of the novel 
"Tikhiy Den” in the literature of our century: tn terme of the depth of 
penetration into stormy and multitiered processes of tie time recorded in 
thie work, this book has no equal according to Seviet and many foreign 
researchers. 


The very fact of the victorious march of “Tikhiy Don” through countries and 
continents, as convincingly described in the book by Soviet literary 
expert K. I. Priyma “'Tikhiy Don’ Srazhayeteya” |"Tikhiy Don” Is Fighting] 
refuted both tourgeois-objectivistic as well ae vulgar-sociological one=- 
sided interpretations which tried to damage the ideo »gical-political 
aspect of the novel and impoverish its universal significance. 


While sympathizing with Grigoriy Melekhov, a person with a rich personal- 
ity, purposeful in hie love for the land and the work, yet mistaken, 
burdened by cossack clase prejudices, the writer emphasizes the historical 
truthfulness of the true fighters for the people's cause--Podtelkov, 
Krivoshiykov, Kotlyarow and Shtokman. The main aspect of the full power of 
Sholokhov's talent, which had developed in the 1930's, in his work on 
“Tikhiy Don” and “Podnyataya Teelina” [Virgin Land Upturned) were the 
openly prociaimed party-mindedness, the Solehevik truth of history, and the 
Clear and systematically implemented program for the social reorganization 
of life, despite ail misfortunes and obstacles. 


Recalling the hard and beautiful days of the struggie for Virgin Land 
arain, filled with civic courage and labor heroiem, Leonid Ii‘ ich Srezhnev 
wrote: “At that time I dreamed for the Virgin Land epic eventually to be 
depicted in works of art of the same power and depth as was the civil war 
in "Tikhiy Don’ and collectivization in ‘Podnyataya Teelina.'” 


The high party appreciation of Sholokhow's books is due not only to their 
profound content and perfect artistic form==<the end result of the writer's 
work--but the very process, the nature of the work of an outstanding 
contemporary artist. 


We, party workers, consider instructive the noble erample of serving the 
interests of the people, the party, and the homeland which Mikhail 
Aleksandrovich Ssolokhov, his life, hie work, and his deep and active ties 
with his native land are to every writer. 
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Knowledge of social reality in ite entire wealth, complexity and seope of 
Our conetructive work, progress and contradictions, is, unquestionably, 
exceptionally important to any writer, In iteelf, however, this does not 
ae yet guarantee the reaching of the heights which the example of Sholokhov 
the novelist hase alwaye indicated, The live, direct interaction between 
the artiet and life, readiness to operatively anewer life's call and to 
postpone, perhaps, an unfinished major canvas for the sake of the effective 
writer's plunge into the active and sharply topical processes of .mmediate 
reality are necessary, as was the case with the first part of "Podnyataya 
Teelina.” 


The spiritual amalgamation of the writer with the masses and the artistic 
penetration into the daily life of the people, their interests and their 
probleme ie what determines the link between literature and the people's 
life. 


Whereas the writing of the “Tikhiy Don" epic presumed the assimilation of a 
tremendous volume of historical data and their interpretation from a 15 to 
20 distance, the writing of “Podnyataya Teelina” followed the hot steps of 
events, when the semi-centennial history of kolkhoe building was taking ite 
very firet eteps. Naturally, the writer who shows such an new topic, as 
was the case then, at the beginning of the 1930's, of agricultural collec- 
tivieation, did not have at his disposal the works of historians, files, 
@useum exhibits, or recollections of contemporaries. Both literally and 
metaphorically, Mikhail Sholokhow faced a virgin land yet to be upturned. 


The party-mindednese of the direct penetration of the writer into reality 
was the acamantiy requirement of the time, 4 powerful call of the new 
world--socialiem which had been born and was gathering strength. This call 
was followed by the writers fF. Gladkov, V. Katayev, N. Lyashko, and 

Yu. Libedinekiy, and our fellow-countrymen A. Busygin, V. Kirshon, 

V. Stavekiy, and many others. 


Mikhail Sholokhov anawered the imperative of the time with a striking 
energy, speed, skill and innovativeness. Yes, innovativeness precisely, 
for at that time both critics and readers had developed the firm opinion 
that he was the singer of the coseack area of civil war times, and the war 
painter and psychologist recording human conflicts under the conditions of 
openiy confronting forces. 


Yet, suddenly, there appeared in the eyes of the mass readership, literally 
under the eyes of quite recently overwhelmed by the first parte of "Tikhiy 
Don” and, frankly, not entirely justifiably condemning their critics, the 
Gremyachiy Log Village which saw in the winter thew of 1930 the arrival of 
Seme®  Davydov, one of the 25,000 workers from Petersburg, and White 
Guarde officer Aleksandr Polovteev. The former arrived to head the estab- 
lished kolkhor and, implementing the behests of the great Lenin, lead to «a 
new life the Gremyachenskoye grain growere. The latter's purpose was to 
sow confusion, set up 4 terrorist gang, and lead an uprising against the 
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kOlkho? system and the Soviet regime. .. . it might have seemed that 
Davydov's inevitable victory and Polovtsev's doom were clearly sealed. 
Yet, how complex this road turned out to be, and what efforts, struggle, 
and sacrifices the birth of the Gremyachenskoye Kolkhos was to require! 


"I did not have to gather material, for it was handy,” M. A. Sholokhov said 
at a meeting with two authors in Rostov-no-Denu in 1934, “Tl did not gather 
it but grabbed it by the armful, Stay in a kolkhos 4 month and the people 
will line up to see you... . 


Natural.y, these emiling warm worde were backed by 4 tremendous amount of 
work. The work was not purely literary. ‘Shoulder to shoulder with the 
party membere of Veshenskiy Rayon, and with che first kolkhog leaders and 
rank-and-file farmers, Mikhail Sholokhov marched, ae A. Kalinin was later 
to say, “along along the furrows of ‘Virgin Land Upturned.'" Eesentially, 
this was party work, purposeful activity aimed at providing ideological 
support for the revolutionary creativity of the masses. The man who had 
presented the world with the most outstanding book on collectivigzation 
along the Don was on the front of kolkhoz conetruction as a fighter and 
political worker. 


It was there, in the ardent days of the newly developing kolkhoz country- 
side, that the author crystalized the beautiful characters of the rural 
party members Semen Davydov, Makar Nagul'nov, Andrey Razmetnov, and the 
new party member Kondrat Maydannikov. The colorful image of Pather 
Shehukar' and the modest charm of Varyukha-Goryukha came to the writer from 
reality, to become an inseparable part of the epiritual world of each one 
of us, the grateful readere of "Podnyataya Teelina.” 


We have known this outstanding novel from our student days. However, every 
time, opening any one of its pages, once again we experience the drama of 
the struggle for a kolkhoz syatem. We breath the atmosphere of the most 
profound loyalty of the party members to their duty. We become imbued with 
a feeling of civic responsibility for the preservation and multiplication 
of the traditions of the kolkhog village, and for everything which the 
senior generation of the toilers of the native land gave at the irreplace- 
able cost of their lebor sweat and biood. Had the characters of 
“Podnyataya Teelina” been able to look at the present of the Don village 
from their hard vet so beautiful past, they would see the tremendous and 
atriking changes which have taken place in the steppe area under the Soviet 
systen. 


There is a scene in the novel in which, with tremendous stress, working 
from dawn to dark, Semen Davydov manages to plow 4 desyatina of land. At 
that time this was indeed a great deal. Yet, how immeasurably have 
increased today the technical facilities available to the rwral workers. 
Once Lenin dreamed of 100,000 tractors for the entire country. Today the 
tractor fleet in the farms of Rostovekaya Oblast alone numbers about 50,000 
tractors. Over 20,000 highly productive Niva and Kolos combines, about 
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20,000 trucks, and a great deal of other equipment are working the kolkhos 
and sovkhoe fields, Today 145 Rostov enterprises are engaged in the pro- 
duction of machinery and equipment for the countryside. Animal husbandry 
ie being converted to industrial methods ever more intensively. Our oblast 
has 41 big animal husbandry complexes. Here all production processes have 
been mechanized, as a result of which labor productivity has risen by a 
factor of 30, Areas in crops have virtually doubled compared with the pre- 
revolutionary period. Following the completion of the Volga=-Don Canal 
imeni V. 1. Lenin, irrigated farming has been developing ever more 
extensively. The oblast has over 640 kolkhozes and sovkhoses. Progressive 
farming methods, reclamantion, chemization and high farming standards are 
enabling today's descendants of the characters of “Podnvataya Teelina” to 
harvest stable grain, vegetable and potato crops. 


The scale of the changes in agriculture is shown by the following fact as 
well: compared with 1940 the value of productive capital for agricultural 
purposes owned by the oblast kolkhozes and sovkhoges has increased by a 
factor of 50. 


We think of all this when we turn to Sholokhov's outstanding work which 
could be described, with full justification, as a textbook for the re- 
organization of life on a new, socialist basis. 


The party stance of the writer, hie powerful talent, and his inseparable 
unity with the destinies of the people, in both peacetime and the stormy 
daye of war, justifiably predetermine his leading position in Soviet and 
world literature. How great is our excitement when we read today documents 
on his immediate participation in party life in his native Veshenskiy 
Rayon! 


Opened in front of us is the 25 April 1936 issue of BOL'SHEVISTSKIY DON, 
the Veshenskiy Rayon newspaper. There is a brief news item to the effect 
that the exchange o. party documents began on 2] April. “The proletarian 
writer Mikhail Sholokhov, member of the primary party organization of the 
editorial board of BOL 'SHEVISTSKIY DON was issued party card No 0961052. 
In a talk with Sholokhov prior to presenting him with a new party card, 
Comrade Lugovoy, rayon party committee secretary, noted Sholokhov's active 
work as member of the Veshenskiy Rayon party organization and member of the 
rayon VEP(b) bureau and rayon executive committee. .. . Accepting the 
party card, Sholokhov told the secretary that he will carry high the title 
of member of the communist party.” 


Here is another document for 1975, when the 70th anniversary of the birth 
of the famous writer, Hero of Socialist Labor, Laureate of the Lenin and 
State Prizes and of the Nobel Prize, continuous USSR Supreme Soviet deputy, 
6ad member of the CPSU Central Committee and of our Rostovekaya Oblast 
Party Committee, was celebrated in Veshenskaya Stanitea. I remember quite 
clearly his statement which was then included in all news of the anniver- 
"It is twlee as pleasant to see here the secretaries of rayon party 
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committees of our Rosfovekaya Oblast. You can well underetand why. I have 
been 4 party member for 45 of my 7/0 years and for 45 years | have kept in 
touch with the rayon workers, the heade of veshenakiy Rayon. The rayon 
party members are people close to we. I! have shared with them the joys and 
difficulties of the hard 1940's. I grew up and matured as a party member 
with them. I learned from them and ! helped them to master the riches of 
our native culture. In a word, our ties are long and deep. Forty-five 
years is a long time." 


Mikhail Aleksandrovich Sholokhov's life and creative etance is to be always 
with the party and the people, and alwaye in the front iine of the struggle 
for communiem. It wae the same during those unforgectable hard years, when 
the very term “stance” was most frequently ueed in its original meaning, 
while the words “front line” were linked in the minds of the Soviet people 
with the front line of the Great Patriotic War. 


Virtually all Soviet and foreign printed matter on the history of World War 
Tl and the anniversary of the great victory over fasciem include a 194] 
photograph of PRAVDA war correspondents Mikhail Sholokhov, Aleksandr 
Fadeyev, and Yevgeniy Petrov, on the firing positions of an artillery sub- 
unit on the western front. At that time, in their forage caps and blouses 
with their tab insignia there was nothing to distinguish them from regi- 
mental and battalion commissars, political workers, or organizers of front 
party life. Yet, they were better armed: in addition to their regulation 
TT-model pistol, they were armed with a pen, like with a bayonet... . 


"In the Great Patriotic War we reacted to topical subjects quite rapidly. 
Reality demanded this. At that time I too wrote rapidly,” Mikhail 
Aleksandrovich said at an evening ceremony celebrating the 25th anniversary 
of his literary activities, in 1948. The war had ended, but the main work 
of the writer about the war lay ahead. 


However, even in those quickly written essays, sketches, correspondences, 
and journalistic articles printed during the war in PRAVDA, Sholokhov 
remained Sholokhov: The writer-patriot, party member, the exacting master 
of the word, sensitively reacting to the demands of the time, the spokesman 
for the people's courage and anger. The writer's operative writings such 
as "On the Don," "In the Cossack Kolkhozes," “Toward Smolensk,” “Red Army 
People,” and “South,” are imbued with patriotic feelinge--optimiem, and 
profound faith in the victory of our just cause. In his correspondences 
from the front such as “Vileness" and “Prisoners of War,” and in the story 
"The Science of Hatred," Mikhail Sholokhov condemned fascism most irrecon- 
cilably, exposes its beastly face, calls for the elimination of this scum 
and for expelling the invaders from the native iand and for winning a com- 
plete and definitive victory over the enemy. 


Already then, in the very midst of the war, the writer conceived of and 
initially developed the idea of the novel “Oni Srazhalis' za Rodinu”™ [They 
Fought for the Homeland]. The first time he mentioned this was in a talk 
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with a representative of the All-Union Society for Cultural Relations with 
Foreign Countries (VOKS) in 1943; "I am currently writing tne novel ‘Oni 
Srashalie' ga Rodinu.' 1 would like to describe in it our veople and the 
sources of thelr herolem, | know that many of our foreign friends are 
praising the Soviet writera for their active participation in the Great 
Patriotic War, writing short articles and essays, promoting hatred it, the 
hearte of the Soviet people both in the rear and on the front. Howevec, 
there is more to it, I deem it my duty, the duty of a Russian writer, to 
follow the hot steps of my people in their gigantic struggle against 
foreign domination and to create a work of art as historically significant 
as the struggle itself.” 


it would be impossible to overestimate the ideological-educational effec- 
tiveness of the first chapters of the novel published in PRAVDA that same 
year, in 1943, Taking the battles of single regiment as an example, with 
captivating force Sholokhov described the high militant spirit, patriotic 
unity, courage and increased military skill of the soldiers--yesterday's 
workers and kolkhog members who withstood the monstrous pressure of the 
Hitlerite war machine. We see in the way minor Petr Lopakhin became an 
excellent tank man, the courageous behavior in battle of agronomist 
Nikolay Strel'tsov, and the involvement of rural mechanizer Ivan 
ivyaginteey with the difficult job of the soldier, how the inflexible con- 
fidence was born, strengthened and shifted from the book to the heart of 
the reader that yes, such a people, such an army, such a spiritual power 
developed in the masses by the communist party will necessarily defeat the 


sv orn enemy. 


Sholokhov's words have always played a great mobilizing role. In the 
trials of the war it was increased by the facc that the characters in his 
new novel were Living, full-bodied individua’se taken from the people. They 
were close to every Soviet soldier and patrict of our socialist fatherland. 
Everything here worked impeccably for victory: The vivid and energetically 
described battle scenes, the soldierly occupation of the people accustomed 
to work, inflexibly confident of the justice of their cause, the painfully 
familiar steppe landecapes made hazy by the war, and--last but not least-- 
humor, cutting speech, the muzhik jokes and facetiousness during halts, in 
the quiet betwee battles, jokes which raised the spirit and helped to 
surmount hardships and difficulties. 


This May we are celebrating the 35th anniversary of our great victory over 
fascism. The millions of Soviet people resembling the characters of "Oni 
Srazhalis' za Rodinu,” made a truly invaluable contribution to it. The 
very titie of the work is so vast that it encompasses the countless columns 
of soldiers who turned the nationwide dream of victory into concrete his- 
torical reality. 


For the past 35 vears the peaceful skies over the country, over the Don, 
over Veshenekaya Stanitsa, where Mikhail Aleskandrovich Sholokhov returned 
after the war, has remained clear. For a long time he continued to wear 
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his tunic: for him the war had not stepped. It woke him up every morning, 
as though an alarm signal had sounded, and the quiet writer's office lived 
with the thunder of recent battles aa the new pages of the novel were 
created, 


No, these stern postwar years were not peaceful to the writer. A person of 
passionate civic temperament, he could not remain indifferent to the urgent 
affaire of hie fellow countrymen. Yet, cheese affairs were not easy to deal 
with in the first summer following the victory and, particulariy, in the 
second, droughty summer of 1946. And th‘s world=famoue writer, again 
relected deputy to the Supreme Soviet organ, plunged into work for the 
grain, for rebuilding the kolkhozes and sovkhozes, and settling the major 
and minor difficulties of the working people of the rayon and oblast. The 
party members were in the front ranke of Che struggle against the conse- 
quences of the war, dislocation, and difficult weather conditions. Party 
member Sholokhov was with them, helping them with hie advice, prestige, and 
specific actions, 


Other matters claimed his attention, far from the Don. The cold war clouds 
were gathering over the world. The former relations of alliance with our 
country were being forgotten overseas, along with the straightforward and 
honest “Letter to the American Friends," in which Sholokhov had stated far- 
Bightedly: "We would like yau to take a sober look into the future." 


The times demanded new efforts in the struggle for peace and for the 
prevention of a new catastrophe whose scale could have expanded to a global 
nuclear conflict. At that time Mikhail Sholokhov considered as a personal 
matter the energizing of writers and men of culture and the arts for the 
purpose of exposing the intrigues of the warmongers and for uniting all 
people of goodwill in the multimillion-strong detachments of supporters of 
the peace. He took part in the world congress of men of culture for the 
defense of the peace. He delivered an impassionate speech at the All-Union 
Conference of Supporters of the Peace. He wrote the impassionate and pro- 
found articles "A Word on the Homeland,” and “Light and Darkness,” and the 
stern and angry pamphlets "The Executioners Will Not Escape the Judgment of 
the Nations!" and "On the Very Small Soy Garry and che Big Mr Salisbury,” 
and worked extensively with the Soviet Peace Committee. 


The idea of "A Human Fate," a story which overwhelms the reader with the 
truthful depiction of war as a misfortune for the people and, at the same 
time, as a manifestation of all physical and moral forces of man countering 
the inhuman, base and twisted creation of the brown fascist plague, arose 
in close connection with this work. 


The publication of "A Human Fate" in PRAVDA marked the artistic discovery 
of the topic of the resistance of the Soviet person to the fascist barbar- 
ians under unbearable prisoner-of-war conditions. As we know, subsequently 
a number books of different genres were published, including documentaries, 
by former inmates of Hitlerite jails and concentration camps. Yet, to this 
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day hardly anyone would doubt that "A Human Pate" has remained the uneur- 
passed example of the treatment of this topic in which an ordinary totally 
undistinguished person, becoming a casualty of the war, violence, atands up 
in the struggle, rises to a truly herote level, and is reborn. 


It wae no accident that thie emall story, packed with Live human meaning, 
has alwaye drawn the attention of artists. The film of the same name, 
produced by our fellow countryman, USSR People's Artist Sergey Bondarchuk, 
became one of the outetanding accomplishments of Soviet cinematography. 
illustrations by Soviet illustrators of the numerous editions of 
Sholokhov's story, including the one published by the Rostov Knizhnoye 
ledatel'atvo, could by themselves fill an exhibition. At that time "A 
Human Fate’ wae staged at the Roetov Theater imeni Gor'kiy, directed by 
Honored Worker in the Arte of the RSFSR Yuriy Yeremin on the occasion of 
the writer's birthday anniversary. All thie proves, yet once again, that 
Sholokhov's works, whether an epic novel or a story, carry within them such 
a powerful charge ae to be able to give life to many works by masters in 
the various artistic genres. 


M. A. Sholokhov has always been attentive toward the people engaged in 
creative work, beginners in particular. He was very interested in the work 
of the young co:lective of the State Ensemble of Don Cossacks. He welcomed 
the actors in Veshenskaya Stanitea, studied their program, and gave them a 
great deal valuable advice. The good instructive words of such a rare 
expert in the songs and dances of the Don cossacks inspired the creative 
young people and helped them to improve their concert program, which was 
successfully presented by the ensemble in Moscow, Siberia, Moldavia and 
many foreign countries. 


Mikhail Aleksandrovich paid just as much attention to the directing of the 
performance of “Tikhiy Don,” staged in Rostov and awarded the RSFSR State 
Prize. The writer also invited as his guests the actors in the motion 
picture “They Fought for the Homeland," and many other artists and musi- 
cians. However, M. A. Sholokhov displays particularly warm and fatherly 
concern for writers. 


Sholokhov's beneficial influence is constantly felt by our oblast writers’ 
organization which Mikhail Aleksandrovich has described as the "Don 
literary company." His students Vitaliy Zakrutkin, Anatoliy Kalinin, Petr 
Lebedenko, and others have become widely known writers. Young creative 
forces are joining the organization. Their growth is closely followed by 
our greatest literary instructor. In his meetings with young literary 
workers M. A. Sholokhov's main topics are responsibility to the time, the 
party, and the people; high exactingness toward oneself and a principled 
and uncompromising attitude toward any manifestat on of lack of ideals and 
political indifference. 


In 1967, at a meeting in Veshenskaya Stanitsa with young writers from the 
socialist countries, Mikhail Aleksandrovich most frankly answered the 
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queation of one of ite participants ae to whether a young Literary worker 
has the right to err. No, he does not, Sholokhov said, for the writer's 
error will lead to the error of his readers and correcting such an error is 
not easy. 


As in many other cases, one way or another dealing with internacional 
literary relations, in this meeting, which took place in a very warn, 
intimate, and frank atmosphere, a feature such ae firm proletacian inter- 
nationaliam, characteristic of the writer in >otu hie Life an. work, was 
manifested to ita fullest extent. 


Sholokhov is particularly sensitive to anything related to strengthening 
the friendship between the peoples of the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist countries. Let us recall his outstanding statements on Suleyman 
Stal'skiy and Mikael Nalbandyan, and his addresses on the occasion of the 
40th anniversary of the Soviet system in the Ukraine and the 300th anniver- 
sary of the reunificat‘con of the Ukraine with Russia, and his speech at the 
writers’ congresses of the Ukraine and Kazakhstan. We shall see 

Sholokhov the internationalist, a person profoundly interested in rallying 
all the forces of the multinational socialist culture for the sake of the 
further spiritual blossoming of the homeland and of the great historical 
community--the Soviet people. 


Noteworthy are the words which he addressed in 1965 to the young mountain 
girls who had come to Veshenskaya Stanitsa from Dagestan: ‘Our huge coun- 
try demands caring, industrious, and intelligent managers. In the civil 
and patriotic wars millions of leading people died so that you could dis- 
cuss problems, life, farms, our destinies or, rather, your destinies and 
your future, in precisely these circumstances, without bombers flying over 
us. A stiff price was paid for the achievements of the Soviet system. For 
this reason we must train you as people who could assume the burden of the 
further running of the country and its incalculable spiricuai and material 
resources." 


In these words, as in other of Mikhail Aleksandrovich's written and oral 
addresses, we see the Sholokhov-style capacious and precise manifestation 
of the concern of the writer-citizen for the future, the fate of the peace 
and the country, and the youth taking over from the senior generations to 
become masters of their land, and defenders and everything bright and life- 
asserting which the socialist system gives the people. 


Concern for man, his harmonious development, development of iove for the 
homeland, work, and nature imbue many of Sholokhov's publicistic writings. 
To the writer this concern is inseparable from the systematic struggle 
against the nefarious influence of hostile ideology. The impassionate pen 
of Sholokhov the publicist, his angry voice, and his high social prestige 
throughout the world are always aimed at defending the true spiritual 
values, the true human rights and freedoms, and the greatness of the 
working people from the encroachments of the apostles and troubadours of 
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the corrupting mercenary~minded hypocritical bourgeois morality, hypocriti- 
cally concealing its self-seeking purposes. 


Writing te a humane profession, The very fact that people are using their 
pens and minde to promote the integrity of the world of ideas, images and 
feelings is a humane, a noble cause, By the very nature of his work, 

M. A. Sholokhov, who by the very nature of his work is one of the biggest 
humanists of the age, hes described the writer's profession as being "one 
of the most civic-minded.” It is perhaps this unity of two principles that 
expresses most aptly the essence of the attitude of the writer toward the 
contemporary world. Here is the way he himself has described the civic- 
mindedness of the humanism of Soviet literature: "Humanism, love for man 
and for mankind. . . . How differently different people tend to interpret 
this concept in accordance with the forces of human society they represent! 


"We, the Soviet writers, believe in accordance with our communist convic- 
tions that if a murderer, a robber, lays a hand on a victim, the person who 
is merely sorry for the poor victim and laments the fact that murder exists 
on earth is not a humanist. A humanist is a person who fights, who helps 
to deflect the hand of the murder and render his 111 will harmless.” 


Both the word and the action of the writer should be such. No "gap" 
between them should be allowed. Otherwise, the roots of socialist humanism 
itself would be pulled out and, with them, the trust of the readers in the 
words, in the work of the writer. In the CC CPSU Accountability Report to 
the 25th party congress Comrade L. |. Brezhnev formulated with extreme 
clarity and effectiveness the important idea which was subsequently 
creatively developed in the CC CPSU decree "On Improving Further Ideologi- 
cal and Political-Educational Work": "The gap between the word and the 
action, however it may be manifested, harms economic construction and, 
particularly, moral upbringing." 


Not being a specialist in literature and aesthetics, I shall not undertake 
to describe the high merits so Shoiokhov's style. As a reader, however, 
who has long known and Loved the author, I would like to mention one of 
them. In my view, an outstanding characteristic of this style the fact 
that each of Sholokhov's words is back by a gold stock of deep knowledge, 
ideological conviction, lofty thoughts, and nobility of feelings. Whatever 
the topic of his writings or speeches, from a rostrum or simply in conver- 
sation, one could be confident that that is precisely the way it is, that 
nothing has been said “for the sake of saying a pleasant word," and that 
everything written or voiced is backed up by keen observation, hours of 
thinking and the great emotion of a warmly involved heart. 


I remember the following case: In August 1965 Mikhail Aleksandrovich sent 
a letter to the editors of PRAVDA expressing his full agreement with a 
group of Soviet academicians who had condemned the aggressive policies of 
the then U.S. President Johnson. Recalling the bloody events in Los 
Angeles, the Dominican Republic, and Vietnam, Sholokhov indignantly blamed 


147 





the person who held the supreme power in the country, a teacher by train- 


ing, and the bigotry he sanctioned and engagec in. Here are the final 
lines of the letter: "In his addresses Mr Johnson frequently mentions 
God. . . . Well, allow me to exclaim that, ‘Wondrous are your deeds, Lord, 


and inscrutable the ways along which you lead your hypocritical slave 
Lyndon B. Johnson! '" 


This was 15 years ago. Since then the tenants of the White House have 


changed three times. Yet, Sholokhov's sharp ind apt word is ecill 
remembered. It is not only remembered but ‘t works, it fights, it is 
Operative. It is not a question of being a ‘servant of the Lord," but of 


the hypocrisy with which the man the who now occupies the presidential 
chair calls white black, lays the blame on someone else and, in general, 
does not shy at anything for the sake of remaining in power until the next 
leap-year! 


Many of the expressions found in M. A. Sholokhov's books, articles, and 
speechee are so apt, brief and precisely aimed, as to come close to the 
wise brevity of folk sayings. Is this similarity accidental? Naturally, 
it is not. Mikhail Aleksandrovich himself, his life, his talent, his 
creative work, tremendous in both scale and significance, and his compre- 
hensive social activities are the embodiment of nationality as a unity of 
all qualities and features of an outstanding individual. 


The pulse beat of popular life, perceptively sensed by Sholokhov in his 
youth, may be felt in everything he writes, says, or does. Yet, he does a 
great deal both for his native Soviet literature and native Don area. 

Party member Sholokhov's personal contribution to the development of the 
national economy and culture of the Don are so great that could be properly 
studied by sociologists, economists, and scientists in other fields of 
knowledge. Even a simple list of the things which he has done to help the 
Oblast would require a considerable space in this article. Through his 
direct participation and support he participated in resolving the basic 
questions of the building of very big enterprises, such as, for example, 
the gigantic Atommash and the Shakhty Paper Combine, the establishment of 
the Severo-Kavkazskiy Higher School Scientific Center in Rostov-na-Donu, 
the extensive work done to rebuild the fishing resources of the Azov Sea, 
the aforestation of the sands along the upper reaches of the Don, and the 
development of irrigated farming, cultivated pastures, and highways in the 
rural rayons of the oblast. Don truck gardens, vinyards, livestock farms, 
beef-cattle raising in particular, have ali, in their time, benefited from 
Mikhail Aleksandrovich's invaluable energetic support. A great de-l in our 
vast multisectorial economy, in general, was uncertaken either on his 


initiative or his tactful yet always quite persistent prompting. 

in general, no single instruction which the voters have given to 

M. A. Sholokhov as a deputy, representing his native Don in the Soviet of 
Nationalities of the USSR Supreme Soviet for « fears, or any party assign- 
ment given Sholokhov the party member in the course ialf-century 


membership in the ranks of the Leninist party | mainec unfulfilled. 


— 
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peepie hiehiy alive their leval seone and endow them with infinite 
trust The lifewenpiloit Of Mikhail Shelekhev, the people's writer, ie a4 
vivid example of such justified truat 


imepired by the decisions of the Nevember 1979 CC CPSU Plenum and the 
electora speech by Comrade | |. Breghnev, the party membere and ali 
working people in the Den area are adamantly working of the fulfillment of 
the plane for the final year and the five-year plan as a whole. The 
party's call fer turning 1980 inte a year of ehock labor and work in 4 
Leninieat etyle ie being embodied by the oblast working people in new labor 
accomp] iehmente About 11,000 production collectives and nearly 100,000 
leading production workere and innovators took part in the sox ialist 

mpetition for the fulfillment of the five-year plan by the 110th 
anniversary of V. Tt. Lenin's birth. A combat socialist competition has 
been launched in every labor colleetive in honor of the forthcoming 26th 
CPSU Congress. it ie with great joy and pride that we see in the 300, 000- 
estrone ranke of Don party members and al] working people in the oblast the 
leader in Soviet literature, the people's writer, the people's deputy, the 
erystal=pure party member, and ardent patriot of his homeland Mikhail 
Alekeandrovict, Sholokhoev. 








MORE ALIVE THAN THE LIVING 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 122-125 


[Review by V. Irkut of the books “Chelovek Diya Lyudey” [Man for the Peo- 
ple) by G. Brovman. The depiction of the communists in Russian Soviet 
literature. Detskaya Literatura, Moscow. 1978, 206 pages; "Kommuniet 
Nashikh Dney v Zhieni i v Literature” |Today's Communist in Life and in 
Literature] by V. Ogerov. Khudoghestvennaya Literatura, Moscow, 1976, 

101 pages; "“Znamenostey” [Flag Bearers) by V. Piskunov. Proeveshcheniye, 
Moscow, 1979, 256 pages) 


[Text] The revolutionary battles of the proletariat and the Great October 
Revolution brought into the historical arena people who led the Soviet 
people to the victory of socialiem. The fate of the revolutionaries who 
changed the world have been reflected in the worke of Soviet writers. The 
characters of the Bolehevike lead the cohort of the literary characters of 
a new type. The books under review were published by different publishing 
houses and are aimed at different readerships Their topic, however, is 
one=--the communist in Soviet literature. Taking into consideration the 
demands of the readers, the authors of these books try to present the 
successes and achievements of Soviet writers working in thie important 
area. They have paid particular attention to the immortal character of 
‘ladimir Tl'ich Lenin and the estate and the trends of development in Soviet 
literary Leniniana. Without undertaking the etudy of ail problems covered 
in the books, let us consider only the way the authore present the develop- 
ment of the Leninist topic. 


The process of reflecting the revolutionary practice concentrated in the 
lives and activities of the leaders of the proletariat is complex and 
multitiered. K. Marx and F. Engels believed that people heading the party 
“in the period before a revolution, in the secret societies, or in the 
press, or in period of the revolution” gust be depicted with the “severe 
Rembrandtesque painte in their entire truthfulness” (K. Marx and F. Engels, 
“Soch.” [Works], Vol 7, p 260 


Tracing the development of Lenin's characterization in Soviet art, the 
literary experts approach one of the most important problems of historical 
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materialiem==the role of the people's gasses and of the individual in Sis- 
tory Me authors of the books under review emphasize the historical 
significance of the worke of MN. Gor'kiy, whe discovered the world of the 
“masse person,” developing inte the “party person,” heading the revolution=- 
ary struggle of the people, as the main hero of our time, Such is Pavel 
Viasev in the novel “Mat'” [The Mother], which depicts the inseparable ties 
between political liberation and oral emancipation of the masses. Gor ‘kiy 
Was able to find an accurate metaphorical image expressing both the power 
of the popular soevement and the vanguard role of ite leader: 

J The crowd wae shaped like a wedge whose point was Pavel. The flag 
of the working people wae burning in red over hie head.” 


“This ie a ‘key’ character in all of Gor'kiy's works, in the art of social- 
iat realies,” etatee V. Overov. “The Bolehevike totally rejected the bour- 
geoie and petit bourgeole concepte of the heroic, according to which the 
omnipotent lone hero te pitted againet the ‘dark crowd. '” 


We see in the gallery of Gor'kiy'e character representatives of all strata 
at the begioning of the 20th century: the “masters of life”--manufacturers 
and merchante and petit bourgeois, and those whe had sunk to the botton. 
lowever, the main character who can lead the masses ie a sember of the 
working clase. Were are Pavel Viasow and Nil in "Petite Bourgeois,” the 
vorkere in the play “Pnemiee,” and the Bolehevik-Leninist in the novel 
"Thien' Klima Sameina” [The Life of Klim Samein]. In 1924 Gor'kiy created, 
for the firet time, the character of the leader in hie outetanding essay 
"Vv. T. Lenin.” Thie work, ae V. Mayakovekiy's epic poem "Viadimir 11'ich 
lenin,” hee aeeumed « particular place in our literature and has become a 
kind of cornerstone of Soviet Leniniana. 


"The artfetic inearnation of the revolutionary experience of the fighters 
for the cause of the people and their human, their aoral aspect, tradi- 
tions, end ideale,” writee CG. Srovman, “is the asin purpose in the depic- 
tion of the proletarian leader. The solution of this probles is not 
simple.” Undertaking work on hie eketch of Lenin, Gor'kiy acknowledged 
that, “It is very difficult to paint hie portrait.” Initially, Aleksey 
Makesimovich believed that, " . Tt is not ay business to speak of 
Viedimirc Lenin the politician. Precious and close to ae is Lenin the aan.” 


In the couree of hie work, however, he reached the conclusion that this 
contraposition was wrone. In the new edition of the essay Lenin is depict- 
ed on the rostrum of the London conference, in the asain reale of his 
interests ". . . He te behind the lectern--the precise work of classic 
art: everything te there and nothing is useless. ..." Lenin spoke “as 
though not from himself but .. . bw the will of history.” 


In hie outline of the final chapters of the novel “Zhien' Klima Samgina”™ 
Sor'*eiy again turned to Lenin, describing hie arrival in Petrograd in 1917. 


“Lenin.” 
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"hs Re hiiow he be at, part’ af the ‘ rowed Gisaj beafed mesa teu Withifti it, but 


ths crowd became even Gore Menacing and Seemed to have grown 

According te \ Ogerev, thie ia tie Quintessence the basieae oF Ser 'hiy's 
artietic concept of the frevolution. Leading the peopie into battie, 
biending with the people, the Bolshevike become themee! vee etronger and, at 
the sate time, increase the ferces of the people ‘hiv belleved that 
the character is “alwaya the result of the Gasses, the " fecal point in which 
the ehergy of the @aseen ia concentrated am nich te refleeted back to the 
nasees,.” 


Analveine the worke of the Soviet writere of the 1920's, V. Ogerev notes 
that the inclusion of the tadividual within the revolutionary co.iective 
became the theme in poetry a8 weil The critic pasticularly singies out 
the post=<October worke of Mayakovekiy, which considere in an interrelated 
fashion the concepts of “revolut lon<-people-leader-man.” 


Like Gor'kiy, Mayakovekiy tried to anewer the questions facing his contem- 
poraries: 


"What had he ac comp lished’ Who wae he and where did he 
ome tron’ Whv wae he so res pe teda’” 


“Thinking of the secret of the intransient artistic value of these works,” 
V. Piskunov writes on Gor'’kiy's eseay and Mayakovekiy's poem, “invariably 
we reach the conclusion that it ie sot merely 4 question of the accuracy of 
details and the documentary precieion of the narration, but aiso the fact 
that in these works Lenin is an artietic discovery which embodies and 
focuses the gost profound and experienced years of the thoughts of the 
writers on the purpose of man on earth.” 


Poe tii development of the Leninist topic began in the sad period when the 
entire country, holding its breath, waited for bulletins on Tl‘ich's state 
of health and, afterwards, when it parted with him. it wae precisely then 
that iyrical masterpieces appeared, wit: ire now part of any textbook: 

‘We Do Not Believe!” by V. Mayakovskiy; "Party Card No 224,332" by 

A. Bezymenskiy; “Snow Flakes,” bv i Ppecnyy, anc Five Nighte and Dave” by 
Vv. Inber. 


Later on, an entirely sew lyrical genre “conversations vith Lenin” 
appeared, known from the works of M. Svetiov, . She pachev, N. Aseyev, 
and, naturally, “From ‘Conversation with Comrade Lenin’” by Mayakovekiy, 
written in 1929: 


‘Comrade Lenin, in smoky factories, and on iand covered 
with snow and stubble, yours, srades, with our hearts 
and with your name, we think, breathe, fight and live! 








The greatness f venin'e ideas and the amaging integrity and charm of the 
pereonaiity of the leader afe reali#ed by the generations of Soviet people 
ever gore profoundly, with every paseing year. Kight is the poet 

N, Poletayev in hie claim that, “Clearly, the centuries will complete the 
painting of the unfinished portrait.” Mentioning the fact that the all- 
round recreation of the tmage of the leader will be a matter of genera~ 
tione, the eritice pete that in recent years Soviet literature has 

achieved basic creative successes in thie respect. G. Brovman relates them 
to the refusal to embellish historical personalities and eliminating the 
moving approach to characters which existed in the recent past, not only in 


literature, but in motion pictures and the graphic arte. Naturally, how- 
ever, there ia more to it 


The new extensive studies conducted by Soviet historians, regional experts, 
journaliste, and ordinary Soviet people who cherish every emall bit of the 
past related to the leader's life and activities, were of tremendous help 
to the writers. let we note that the writers themselves, recreating 
Lenin's character, engage in tremendous painstaking work in archives, 
libraries and places where !l'ich happened to be, discovering new bio- 
graphical information and facte. 


hanks to the bold tavasion into previously unexplored periods of the 
leader's life maior hieterical successes have been achieved by Afanasiy 
Koptelov with hie trilogy ("Bol'shoy Zachin” [The Great Beginning], 
"Voagoriteya Plasya” [Plame Plare Up] and “Tochka Opory” [Fulcrum]), Mariya 
Prilezhaveva with her novel "“Udivitel'ayy God" [The Amazing Year], and 
Zoya Voskresenskaya in the three-volume work on Lenin and his closest 
fellow workere. 


"Even though it wae a long way toe October 1917, to the unknown future, and 
even though ouly a emall united group of people were laying the foundation 
of a Russian party of communists, a feeling that a cieansing storm was 
rising prevailed in the atmosphere. These are novels about the past, yet 
they are turned to the future!" G. BSrovmand writes. ". . . At that time 
Ti"ich wae etill young and the role which he was to play in the liberation 
struggle could sot be presumed. However, the power of his human charm was 
irresistible. The power of his intellect was captivating and his loyalty 
to the cause of the proletariat and faith in its triumph were inexhausti- 
ble. tvery revolutionary who came close to hia fell under the power of 
hie convictions, mind and aspirations.” 


The novelty in A. Koptelov's novels, noted the critic, is that Lenin is 
depicted as 4 great working person, an active aan whose scientific con- 
clustons were fed by the juices of reality. Entering the creative labora- 
tory of the genius, Koptelov shows how Il'ich's excensive knowledge of 
theory and sociological and statistical data and his own observations led 
to the creation of bold and penetrating summations and of an overwheiming 
revolutionary conclusion as found in the book “The Development of Capital- 
iem in Russia.” 
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At @ach ew etage of development Soviet iilerature tuffis, again and again, 


back to la ain'’« nharacter, ada@mantiyvy eatabis ine Rie direct invelvement 
with reality, "We could confidentiv eav." clatmea V. Piskunev, “that each 
generation of Soviet writers hae begun ite ‘search for a character’ with @ 


; J 
comprehension of Lenin 6 charac t« 


in the note, “How I Wrote the "Blue Notebook, *” £E,. } atakevich stated that, 
"In my entire Life | have been interested in Lenin more than in anyone else 
in the world. I know that in this sense ! »% not aiene and ‘hat millions 


of people thought about him with very great interest. .. . He was the 
embodiment of uetice and truth,” Veing great actiuiness ane dieplaying 

4 great feeling of artiatic measure, Kasakevich deecribes in the “Blue 
Notebook" Lenin's development as a leader responsible for the fate of the 
Russian revolution and of the millions of people who made it Following 
the meeting at the Finland Station, Lenin “thoueht, set without a certain 
sadness, that in all Likelihood he wou! never any more be. . ‘a private 
individual,’ and that the time had come either to heac revolutionary Russie 
or die.” ‘The Russian revolution does not depend on 4 single man. Obdvi- 
ously, however, it elevated precisely him so that he may express it more 
clearly end consistently.” 


The writer has been able to present the meaning, the intonation of Lenin's 
apeech with amazing accuracy and conviction: ~. . Our tactic is to tell 
the truth to the masses. They quat be told the truth even when we con- 

sider this unsuitable; only then would they trust ue We would be invin- 
cible in the case, and in the case alone, if alwave, at all turns of his- 
tory, we tell the truth to the masses and not present wishes for reality. 


“Leaders who know the truth ‘in their own circle,’ among then- 


selves, and do not tell this truth to the masses since, allegedly, the 
masses are ignorant and cannot understand, are not proletarian leaders. 
Tell the truth. Be truthful to the workin: lase if you believe in its 
class responsiveness and rfevoiutionary common sense. fo a Marxist lack of 


belief in thie ia shameful and fatal 


Through these lines the writer tries to exprees the essence of Lenin's 
revolutionary practice and Gepict the idcex rica moral convictions of the 
leader of the proletariat and his deepest possible respect for and trust in 


the peopie 


The critics particularly single out the role of N. Pogodin, the author of a 
theater trilogy about Lenin, presented on the stag am (tt slay's “Man 
with a Weapon” (1937), “The Belis of che Kremlin’ (19 ind “The Third, 
Pathetic” (1958), the playwright was able to depict Il'ich's Live human 


character and his deep inner ties with the masses. 


Marietta Shaginyan has spent long years working on we topic of Lenin. Her 


first attempt to interpret the significance of the personality of the lead- 
er was made ace early as 1924, when she e a poem and an articie under 
the common title of “Lenin's Death.’ ro! ext rer cecades she 





worked on the image of the leader, As a result, M. Shaginyan's Leniniana 
coneiate of the novels "“Roghdeniye Syna" |The Birth of a Sen] and “Pervaya 
Veerossiyekaya” [Firet All-Russian], and outline for a novel "History Test 
Question” and the book of essays "Chetyre Uroka u Lenina” [Four Lessons 
from lenin). The writer was awarded to the Lenin Prize for these works. 
The latest conelete of lyrical @onologe of the leader as our contemporary, 
and a type of lessons on Lenin's aititude toward the world, the philesophi- 
cal interpretation of Il'teh's character, and hie attitude toward art and 
literature. The essay “Christmas Sorrento” ie a etudy of the relationship 
between Lenin and Gor'kiy whieh wae one of the beet examples of harmony 
between politics and the quses. 


Like Kazakevich with hie "Blue Notebook” and Shaginyan in "Chetyre Uroka u 
Lenina,” in hie book "Malen'kaya Zhelesnaya Dver' v Stene” [A Small Iron 
Gate in the Wall!, Valentin Katayev eliminates the usual system of time 
limitations eo that the reader may feel Lenin's affiliation with our time 
and of his life. 


Nor have the critica ignored works on outstanding revolutionaries, Lenin's 
closest fellow workers who, together with him, created the party. These 
are novele and stories depicting Vladimir Ll'ich's powerful influence on 
the shaping of their outlook. Such works include the books by 

V. Krasil'ehchikov, A. Shemetov, S. Sartakov, 8. Kostyukovekiy, 

S. Tabachnikov, and V. Konyushev. 


Krasil'ehchikov's novel "V Nachale Buduehchego”" [At the Beginning of the 
Future! deals with G. ¥rzhizhanovekiy. The introduction of Lenin into the 
narration provides the necessary ideological-moral marking-off point. It 
describes a symbol conversation on the bank of the Yenisey in the course of 
which, looking at the powerful river, Ll'ich dreams aloud: ". . . This 
force will be used. The people will learn how to convert it into motion, 
light, and heat. .. . What rich, intelligent and bold life will illumi- 
nate these banke in time! . 


This was long before October, before the victory of the revolution, before 
the GOELRO Plan which Gleb Makeimilianovich was formulating under Lenin's 
guidance, but it seemed that the rumbling of the turbines of the future 
gigantic hydraulic power plants could be heard in the thunder of the ice 
and the vernal waters! 


In hie novel "A Ty Gori, 2veeda!l" [Burn, Star!] S. Sartakov describes 
vividly and expressively the activities of the Bolshevik I. Dubrovinskiy, 
operating under Il'ich's direct guidance in Paris, as an editor of 
PROLETARIYA, the heated arguments which Innokentiy (Dubrovinskiy's party 
pseudonym) with the liquidationists and the contrioutors to VEKHI, and his 
most complex struggle against the jesuitical methods used by Zubatov and 
Gapon. 


G. Brovman considers ¥. Konyushev's novel “Takoye Goluboye Nebo" [Such a 
Blue Sky!], which deals with N. K. Krupskaya, Il‘ich's friend, wife and 
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fellow worker, 4 great creative succes: ihe author hae been able to 
depict the exceptional spiritual delicacy and deep devotion to the ideals 
of communiem which distinguished every step and movement of the soul of 
this outstanding revolutionary, splendid woman, and captivating personali- 
ty. Here again, GC, Brovman quite organically moves from a critical analy- 
sie of the book on the fighters for the revolution te his own recollections 
of working with Nadezhda Konstantinovna in her journal NA PUTYAKH K NOVOY 
SHKOLE. 

"Nadezhda Konatantinovna,” the critic writee, “highly valued the works of 
literary workers and journalists. She frequently recalled the fact that 
Viadimir ll‘ich proudly considered himself one of them. With full justifi- 
cation, she too could consider herself a member of thie difficult profes- 
sion, for she had a rare journalistic skill and her work stamina was over- 
whelming.” 


Mayakovekiy hase left the Soviet writers something Like a spiritual testa- 
ment, 4 creative instruction: 


"UlL'yanov's life was short and known to us to its last 
moment. Yet, we gust write about and describe again 
Comrade Lenin's long life.” 


This inatruction is obeyed by the writers in the fraternal republics as 
well. in recent decades the immortal character of the leader has been re- 
created in the works "“Alwaye with Lenin” by Petrus Brovka, “Highlanders 
Visiting Lenin" by Rasul Gamzatov, “Lenin and the East” by Gafur Gulyan, 
"Mountain Poem About Lenin" by Kaysyn Kuliyev, “Lenin on the Pamir” by 
Mireaid Mirshakar, and the poem “Lenin” by Rasul Rza. 


These epic poems are linked by a single very important characteristic to 
which K. Kulivev draws the attention: ‘Ever since ite beginning poetry has 
sung of heroes, of people who fought for truth and happiness. These were 
essentially epics: the characters of the heroes were mighty and applied to 
mankind as whole. As 4 rule they were not lyrical. Today, everything 
occurring in the world affects every person, directly influencing his fate 
and the structure of his thoughts and his soul. This is felt particularly 
sharply by the poets. The image of Lenin--the greatest of ali heroes!--has 
been recreated in many profound lyrical works. I consider ay own modest 
"Mountain Poem About Lenin’ .. . also a largely lyrical work, for I wrote 
it not only about Lenin but about my own people and myself.” 


Gevork Emin, the Armenian poet, has expressed in his poetry the feelings of 
the Soviet people who, generation after generation, visit Lenin's Mauso- 
leum: 

"To this day there is no end to the stream... this will 
last throughout centuries, not years! <Anc there wiil 
never be a funeral.” 





At a time when our country and all progressive mankind are celebrating the 
110th anniversary of V. I. Lenin's birth we unwittingly recall the words of 
Aleksey Toletey to the effeet that for people such ae Lenin there are no 
two dates=-date of birth and date of death==-but only one==<the date of 
birth, 


Under the leadership of the Leninist party the Soviet people made tremen~- 
dous changes, creating the first soclaliat estate in the world and defending 
it in the fierce battle against fasciem. A developed socialist society has 
been built and the building of communiem is underway, while Leninism has 
been, and remains, our ideological banner. The character of Lenin--the 
politician, philosopher and man--is becoming ever closer and more precious 
to us. The Soviet writers and workers in literature are making their 
utmost contribution in the epirale of history in the process of de) ing 
Lenin's personality and mastering hie ideas. 


Summing up the rich experience of Soviet literary Leniniana, in addition to 
everything else, the authors of the books under review are trying to 
resolve a very complex superproblem: take to the reader the warm throbbing 
of the leader's revolutionary thinking, Lenin's life stance and the eter- 
nally alive image of the most human of men. In our view, they are success- 
fully implementing this supertask. 
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FRONT-LINE PARTY ORGANIZERS 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 pp 126-127 


[Review by V. Popov, candidate of philosophical sciences, of the book 
"Partorgi Voyennoy Pory" [Wartime Party Organizers] by I. I. Roshchin and 
A. I. Marchuk, Politizdat, Moscow, 1979, 255 pages with illustrations] 


[Text] The final volleys of the Great Patriotic War, which announced to 
the world the historical victory of our valorous armed forces and of the 
entire Soviet people over fascist Germany, thundered away 35 years ago. 
The victory which was won in the fierce struggle on the battlefields was 
aleo hammered out in the rear through the daily and selfless toil of 
millions and millions of Soviet people. They supplied the front with the 
necessary armaments, ammunition, outfittings, and food--with everything 
without which the defeat of the treacherous enemy would have been impossi- 
ble. 


The CPSU was the great organizer of our army and of the entire people in 
the excruciatingly difficult war years. The communists became the force 
which raised the combat spirit and moral condition of the troops and 
rallied and inspired them to unparalleled heroism. “The outstanding 
exploit of the Soviet people in the Great Patrictic War is inseparable from 
the comprehensive and purposeful activities of the communist party,” . 
Comrade L. I. Brezhnev has said. “Its Central Committee was the headquar- 
ters from which came the supreme political and strategic guidance of 
military operations. It was precisely the party who organized and rallied 
tens of millions of people, channeling their energy and their willpower and 
action into a single goal--victory. Again and again the war proved that 
the party and people were one, and that there was no force capable of 
weakening this unbreakable unity.” 


The recently published book "Partorgi Voyennoy Pory" describes the tremen- 
dous organizational and mass-political work of those who headed the party 
organizations of companies, battalions and regiments of the front-line 
forces in the war years. This work is a first attempt to collect data on 
the lives and accomplishments of front-line party organizers. 
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The book opens with the summing up article "The Fighting Party" which 
describes the comprehensive activities of the CC VKP(b) aimed at stengthen- 
ing the party-political influence among the troops and mobilizing the party 
members for the defeat of the fasciet hordes. From the very firet day's of 
the war experienced party leaders joined the army in the field, able to 
competently resolve most complex problema in the course of combat opera- 
tions, people possessing high ideological convictions and prince iple- 
mindedness, people who had dedicated to the defense of the homeland all 
their strength, the entire paseion in the souls, and the entire ardor of 
their hearts, 


By decision of the Central Committee one-third of the Central Committee 
members and candidate members and 500 secretaries of central committees of 
communist parties of union republics, and of kray, oblast, city and rayon 
party committees, together with other senior party workers, were assigned 
to the Red Army. In the first six monthe of the war over 100,000 party 
members were mobilized by the party to join the army and the navy. They 
dieplayed models of individual courage and bravery and became inspiring 
examples of their fellow comrades in arms. it was entirely natural that 
about one-half of those who were awarded USSR orders and medals during the 
war were party and Komsomol members and that three-quarters of the Heroes 
of the Soviet Union were party members. 


In the spring of 1943 the party's Central Committee deemed it necessary to 
change the structure of the party organizations in rifle units. Whereas in 
the past party organizations existed on the regimental level only, now, 
headed by party organizers, they were created in battalions and companies. 
This made it possible to strengthen the ties between the party nucleus in 
the army and the soldiers, and to make the ways and means of political- 
educational work among the troops more flexible and consistent with the 
spirit of the times. 


The number of front-line party members and party organizations rose steadi- 
ly. This demanded of the army political organs to pay particular attention 
to the training of party worker cadres and upgrade their political and 
ideological standards, develop in them h‘gh moral-combat qualities, and 
ability to work with people under the most complex front-line conditions 
and situations. To this effect a broad network of courses was set up by 
the front and army political administrations for the training of party 
organizers--the combat assistants to commanders and promoters of party 
policy among the troops, skillful educators, and courageous soldiers. 


Many organizers earned the highest of the homeland--the title of Hero of 
the Soviet Union--for courage and bravery. The book names 61 heroes and 20 
of them are the topics of essays. Each essay an exciting story of a party 
organizer in the war, a person boundlessly loyal to the homeland and the 
party, ready for expioits, fearless, persistent and adamant, while remain- 
ing a sensit.ve and responsive person. 
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The essay “Exploit on the Vistula” describes precisely such a company and, 
subsequently, battalion party organizer, N. F. Popov. “He disliked unnec- 
essary fuss, false pathos, or high-sounding speech. Party organizer Popov 
was given as an example. The soldiers respected him for his simplicity, 
modesty and reliability. He did not parade the fact that he had fought and 
done a great deal; he liked to speak and read about what other people in 
the front and the rear were doing for the victory" (pp 141-142). The 


batallion troops always found their party organizer in the moet difficult 
sectors. Together with them he repelled fierce enemy attacks, skillfully 
using his automatic weapon, destroying enemy etrong points with hand 


grenades. Ina heavy and stubborn battle, the wounded party organizer 
threw himself under an enemy tank with his last hand grenade. 


The authors emphasize that there were no triffiles in the work of the party 
ganizer. Amenities, food, medical aid, mail, prompt publication of a 

.vmbat leaflet--the party organizer has no right to forget any of those. 

ie was the heart of the subunit, always among the troops, familiar with 

their moods and needs, able to raise their combat spirit, cheer up the 

novice with a warm word, and knowledgeably speak of the martial art and the 

experience of other soldiers. 


. A brtef halt before the battle. GCG. D. Butayev, battalion party 
organizer, tours the company positions, reviews the fortifications, talks 
with the soldiers, distributes to the communists leaflets and newspaper 
clippings, and instructs that they be read to the troops before the 
attack. In one of the companies he reads aloud a front-line popular leaf- 
let entitled "Intimate Thoughts of Soldier Foma Smysiov." When the battles 
for Konotop began, the party organizer headed the assault group and twice 
led the battalion's attack and insured the implementation of the combat 
order. In the battles on the right bank of the Dnepr Lieutenant Butayev 
headed the battalion and frequently led it to the attack. The bridgehead 
was retained in a fierce battle with the enemy. 


Prior to an assault on enemy fortifications, not far from the state border 
of the USSR, S. V. Rybal'chenko, company party organizer, gathered around 
him the party members. The topic of the meeting was "The Tasks of the 
Party Members on the Approaches to the State Border.’ in their speeches 
the soldiers promised to use all their strength to defeat the enemy faster 
and reach the sacred border and help the people moaning under the fascist 
yoke. Soon afterwards, in a fierce battle, the surrounded company, headed 
by party organizer Rybal'chenko repelled seven enemy counterattacks. The 
troops rans out of ammunition and launched a hand-to-hand combat. Encour- 
aged by the party organizer, the troops broke through the encirclement and 
the enemy retreated. 


A number of heroic events are described in the book. We read of the im- 
mortal exploit of S. Valliulin, company party organizer, famous from 

L. I. Brezhnev's book "Malaya Zemlya"; the courage of party organizers 
A. P. Kulik, of a rifle battalion; P. V. Konovalov, of a nk brigade 





battalion; of P,. N. Rak, of a tank company; S. I. Khirkov, of a rifle 
company, and other party members whose inspiring words and personal 

courage were tnapiring examples to the troops. "Communists, forward!"-- 
this call was heard wherever the situation was particularly difficult and 
there was heated combat. It wae heard by the soldiers in the most critical 
moments, cheering them, and giving them courage and confidence in battle. 


Such essays alternate in the book with minutes of party meetings, cita- 


tions, combat reports, photocopies of pamphlets ; articles on party 
organizers, excerpts from their letters to famil.e and friends, photo- 
graphs of various wartime events, and verses by ‘a ous Soviet poets. These 
documents make the book particularly exciting a ‘eveal more completely 


and deeply the nature of the heroes and their ti: nite love for the home- 
land and inflexible faith in victory. 


The book contains not only stories of the lives and combat accomplishments 

of party organizers, but descriptions of ways and means of party-political 

work in the army in wartime, and propaganda experience which are still use- 
ful to army political workers today. 


A number of monographs, memoirs, collections of articles, and popular panm- 
phlets have been written on the courage and the military and labor exploits 
of the Soviet people during the Great Patriotic War. The book "Partorgi 
Voyennoy Pory" informs us of little-known events of past battles, makes us 
remember the war veterans and resurrects in the memory of the people the 
great names of the heroes, the combat exploit of front-line party organi- 
zers who brought to the Soviet troops the passionate word of the part), 
inspiring them to selfless struggle against the fascist aggressors for the 
sake of the freedom and prosperity of the Soviet fatherland. 
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BOOKSHELF 
Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 7, May 80 p 128 


(Text) "V. I, Lemin, KPSS o Bor'be za Mir" [V. I. Lenin and the CPSU on the 
Struggle for Peace]. Collection compiled by M. V. Iskrov and K. Ya. 
Kalaushina. Politizdat, Moscow, 1980, 488 pages. 


"Lenin. U Rulya Strany Sovetov" [Lenin. At the Helm of the Land of the 
Soviets]. Recollections of contemporaries and documents. In two volumes. 
Vol I, 1917-1919. Vol II, 1920-1924. Compiled by N. S. Chervinskaya and 
N. S. Chervinskaya. V. I. Startsev editor. Politizdat, Moscow, 1980. 

Vol I 359 pages; Vol II 31l pages. 


Brezhnev. L. I. “Nash Kurs -- Mirnoye Sozidaniye" [Our Course is One of 
Peaceful Construction]. Speech delivered at a meeting with the voters of 
Baumanskiy Electoral District in Moscow on 22 February 1980. G. E. Tsukanov 
in charge of publication. Politizdat, Moscow, 1980, 16 pages. 


"Velikaya Otechestvennaya v Pis'makh" [The Great Patriotic War in Letters]. 
Compiled by V. G. Grishin. Politizdat, Moscow, 1980, 288 pages. 


Voznesenskiy, N. A. “Izbrannyye Proizvedeniya. 1931-1947" [Selected Works, 
1931-1947]. Politizdat, Moscow, 1979, 608 pages. 


"Voyna. Narod. Pobeda. 1941-1945" [War. People. Victory, 1941-1945]. 
Vol 3. Compiled by I. M. Danishevskiy and V. I. Radin. Politizdat, Moscow, 
1980, 255 pages. 


Davidovich, V. Ye. and Zhdanov, Yu. A. "“Sushchnost' Kui'tury” [The Nature 
of Culture]. Rostov University Press, Rostov-na-Donu, 1979, 264 pages. 


Zlokazov, G. I. “Petrogradskiy Sovet na Puti « Oktyabryu” [The Petrograd 
Soviet on the Path to October]. Nauka, Moscow, 1978, 341 pages. 


"Istoricheskiy Opyt Bor'by KPSS Protiv Men'shevizma" [Historical Experience 
of the CPSU in the Struggle Against Menshevism|). Editor in Chief K. I. 
Suvorov. Mysl', Moscow, 1979, 343 pages. 


162 














J fia J 
tat) ' eat ; 
; 7. aye 
‘ if t ‘ 

1 

> its | ' 

“Ni J if ‘7 ; 
Media in Mart brinvinel., 
i] i iene ' pierre ‘ at ld 
raamy and \ \ ; Lr enke 

mhiktviehvill, My : 
7 hi am it ide sioei " 
‘ . rT L re 
r ip 
1} “Ti | s) 
Ve 
Ls. | t te | yr. 








